Questions by:
1)
)
©)
(4)
)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

(10)

(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)

(15

(16)
(17)
(18)
(19)

(20)

(Revised)

_l_:iﬁ
W /z 5
L egislative Council

LC Paper No. CB(3) 388/03-04

Paper for the House Committee meeting
on 20 February 2004

Questions scheduled for the
L egislative Council meeting on 3 Mar ch 2004

Hon MA Fung-kwok
Hon Frederick FUNG
Dr Hon David LI

Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong
Hon SZETO Wah

Hon CHOY So-yuk
Hon Cyd HO

Hon James TO

Hon Audrey EU

Hon Michael MAK
(Replacing his previous guestion)

Hon Fred LI

Hon SIN Chung-kai
Hon Albert CHAN

Ir Dr Hon HO Chung-tai

Hon Emily LAU
(Replacing her previous question)

Hon LAU Kong-wah
Hon TAM Yiu-chung
Hon Audrey EU

Hon Michael MAK

Hon Emily LAU
(Replacing her previous question)

(Subject to change by Members before expiry of formal notice period)

(Ordl reply)
(Oral reply)
(Ordl reply)
(Oral reply)
(Ordl reply)
(Oral reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)

(Written reply) (New question)

(Written reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)

(Written reply) (New question)

(Written reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)
(Written reply)

(Written reply) (New question)



Z
‘O ’
_|
m

+
i

SRGREE R R

# Member will ask the question in this language



#(1)

i f

Recommendations of the Culture Commission
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Nuisances caused by crows
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Dr Hon David L1 (Oral reply)

With respect to the Specia Financing Scheme for Small and Medium
Enterprises which terminated in March 2000, will the Government
inform this Council:

@ the total number of claims made by financial institutions
against the Government guarantee;

(b) the total number of claims fully redeemed and the average
processing time between a clam being lodged by a
financial institution and full redemption made; and

(c) the total number of claims now outstanding, for 12 months
and under; for between 12 months and 24 months, and for
24 months and over?
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Demand for hospital services
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Definition of patriots
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Beggars from the Mainland
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Rising quantity of discarded plastic bags
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Free legal counselling service for candidates of 2004 LegCo Elections
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Ticket scalping
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Advanced Practice Nurse Pilot Scheme
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Doctors prescribing diet pills on behalf of beauty salons
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Consumers complaints against telecommunication service providers
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Ambulance service
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Management of the English Schools Foundation
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Accidents involving bus passengers
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Civil servants on old pension scheme
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Dissemination of home safety messages to the ethnic minorities
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Manpower of psychiatric nurses
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Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)

Between September 2003 and mid January this year, the Hong Kong
Monetary Authority ("HKMA") has intervened some 27 times in the
money market, purchasing some $50 hillion worth of US dollars,
boosting the aggregate balance of the banking system from its normal
level of $0.5 billion or less to $52 billion. The classical currency
board operates on a self-balancing mechanism, without the need for
intervention: if demand to buy the currency exceeds supply, interest
rates go up to bring the system into equilibrium. The HKMA seems to
have adopted a policy of active intervention, apparently to maintain
the exchange rate of the Hong Kong dollar against the US dollar, and
this seems to be a change from previous practice. Will the Executive
Authorities inform this Council:

@ The incidents of intervention in the past two years;

(b) Whether this represents a change to the currency board
mechanism established in 1983; and

(c) How the currency board mechanism is now intended to
operate?



