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Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon Albert CHAN (Oral Reply)

I have recently received a number of complaints alleging that the research
results of many academics in tertiary institutions have been plagiarized by
other academics. In this connection, will the Government inform this

Council whether it knows:

(a) the total numbers of complaints involving alleged plagiarism
received by the relevant authorities of tertiary institutions in each

of the past three years, with a breakdown by institutions;

(b) among the above complaints, the number of those that have been
substantiated, the positions of the academics confirmed to have
committed plagiarism, the institutions they belonged to and the
penalties imposed on them; and

(c) whether the relevant authorities have put in place measures to curb
plagiarism; if they have, of the details of such measures; if not, the
reasons for that?
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Hon Fred LI (Oral Reply)

At the end of last month, several newspapers published a political
commentary by an Assistant Director of Immigration published in the
department's internal publication. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

(a) whether it has assessed if the officer's act has violated the principle
of political neutrality that civil servants should uphold; if the
assessment result shows that it has not, of the justifications;

(b) how the existing Civil Service Regulations and Codes define and
regulate the circumstances under which a civil servant may openly
publish political commentaries carrying his official title; whether
staff of the disciplined services are subject to tighter regulation;
and

(c) of the specific measures it has put in place to ensure that civil
servants will not be affected by their political stance in discharging
their official duties, they will not be asked by their superiors to
state their position on a political subject, and similar incidents will
not recur?
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Hon Abraham SHEK (Oral Reply)

Regarding the appointment of permanent secretaries of policy bureaux and
heads of government departments following the implementation of the
accountability system for principal officials, will the Government inform
this Council:

(a) whether special mechanism is in place for selecting permanent
secretaries, deputy secretaries and heads of departments and for
assessing the candidates for appointment to these posts in terms of
their capability, conduct and so on; if so, of the details of such a
mechanism and the procedures for selection and assessment; if not,
how the candidates are selected for appointment to such posts;

(b) whether the principal officials under the accountability system
have taken part in the selection process or given their views on the
selection; if so, how it ensures that the selection process is
conducted in a fair and just manner; if not, how it will enable the
principal officials to select the candidates that they consider most
suitable; and

(©) since the implementation of the above accountability system, how
many senior civil servants have become candidates for
appointment to the relevant posts and, among them, the respective
numbers of those who have been selected for appointment and
those who have not?
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