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Member will ask the question in this language
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Dr Hon LAW Chi-kwong (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that the appointment procedures and employment terms of
the present chairperson of the Equal Opportunities Commission ("EOC") as
well as the recent dismissal of the Director of Operations designate, who was
to report for duty this month, has aroused controversy among the public and
called into question the independence and credibility of EOC. Moreover,
according to the principles relating to the status and functioning of national
ingtitutions for the protection and promotion of human rights ("the Paris
Principles') endorsed by the United Nations, an institution responsible for
human rights affairs should be independent, not be subject to government
interventions, given as broad a mandate as possible and adequate funding for
performing its functions and have pluraism of membership. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council whether:

@ it has assessed if the authorities have acted in accordance with and
adhered to the Paris Principles in the appointment of the chairperson
and members of EOC; if it has, of the assessment results;

(b) it will follow other countries' practice of formulating codes requiring
statutory organizations responsible for human rights affairs to have
adequate transparency, impartiality and accountability in their
operations; and

(© it has plans to take measures to safeguard the reputation of EOC and
restore public confidence in EOC?
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Hon Emily LAU (Written Reply)

If civil servants or judicia officers to whom pensions have been granted are
re-appointed to the public service, or appointed to service in any subvented
organization, the authorities usually suspend the payment of the monthly
pension to them during the period of their service. However, the Chief
Executive ("CE") may exercise his discretionary power to allow them to

continue to receive their pensions during the period concerned.

In this

connection, will the Executive Authorities inform this Council:

(@

(b)

(©)

of the factors the CE normally takes into account before deciding
whether to exercise the discretionary power;

of the number of cases in which the CE exercised the discretionary
power in the past three years and, in respect of each case, the name
of the retired officer, the public service taken up by him and the
reasons for his being allowed to continue to receive his pension;
and

as there have been comments that the continued receipt of
pensions by the officers concerned during the periods of their
service amounts to double benefits and abuse of public funds,
whether the authorities will consider amending the legidlation to
abolish or tighten up the provisions on the CE's exercise of the
discretionary power; if so, of the timeframe for introducing such



amendments; if not, the reasons for that?



