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HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

BRREERREER
Deparimert of Governmant & Internationa) Studies

Fax: 23395966
260701715
19 February 2004

Mrs Sharon Tong
Clerk to Subcommittee on
United Nations Sanctions (Liberia) Regulation 2003
Legislative Council Secretariat
Legislative Council Building
8 Jackson Road
Hong Kong

Dear Mrs Tong,

Thank you for your letter dated 21 January 2004 seeking our
opinion on a technical matter relating to the implementation of the
United Nations Sanctions (Liberia) Regulation 2003. Our Department
has discussed about the matter and I would like to forward to you
our views.

Given the constitutional arrangements as stipulated in the
Hong Kong Basic Law, if the central authority of China detides to
abide by the Resolution of the United Nations in imposing sanctions
against a given state, Hong Kong has to follow. In the area of foreign
policies and national defense, Hong Kong has no right except to
follow the central authority in Beijing. The Legislative Council has no
power to discuss about foreign policy and national defense, and
Hong Kong judicial court has no jurisdiction on issues relating to
foreign and military affairs. |

What the Legislative Council is concerning about deals with a
technical and administrative matter: how the Chinese government’s

1

THATENESY 31 MARRSHTWR/ B F, David C. Lam Buikding, Shaw Campus, 34 Renfrew Road, Kowinon Tong, H.K
WS Tot: (BS2) 4115600 K, Fax (852) 34115700 R E-mad: GIS@HKBU,EDU 1K o

T e ————

HA CCTD_"™AaraA A 24 ADED Z7A44 OO e, 2 x T



20-FEB-2084 ©9:97 H.K B.U.G.1.5 +B852 3411 5799 P.g2

decision can be implemented. The only point which is clear now is
that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs sent to Hong Kong government
an “instruction” ordering that the United Nations resolution has to be
carried out by the law enforcement agencies in Hong Kong.
According to the Hong Kong government, just a simple letter saying
that the “instruction” will be implemented is more than sufficient.

Some Legislative Councillors are skeptical with whether the
Hong Kong government would abuse its power when carrying out
the order in sanction. If the Legislative Council thinks that it is more
assuring if the Chief Executive would issue a certificate to the
relevant agencies when carrying out its function, members of our

Department think it is a viable solution to preempt the worries of the
Legislative Councillors.

I hope that our opinion would be useful to you.

With my best wishes.

Yours Sincerelyl,

e

Dr Ting Wai
Associate Professor
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