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THE HONG KONG FOOD
DRINK & GROCERY ASSOCIATION GroBOX 8689, HONG KONG TEL: 2976 11138 FAX: 2976 1339

2 June 2004

Dr Hon LO Wing-lok, JP By fax (#2509 0775)
Chairman

Subcommittee on Food and Drugs

Legislative Council

HKSAR

Dear Dr Lo

Legislative Council
Subcommittee on Food and Drugs
(Compaosition and Labelling) (Amendment) Regulation 2004

The FDGA has always been proactive in cooperating with the government regarding the
potential improvements to be made to the benefit of Consumer health, and especially in
terms of labelling and quality of our products. This is an approach we want to continue,
and give respensible feedback and advice in regards to the Food and Drugs
(Composition and Labelling) (Amendment) Regulation 2004,

It is extremely difficult for us to give a comprehensive and detailed response to the
individual articles of the Amendment, given the tabling of this regulation with such short
notice. Therefore we would like to focus only on the main areas of concemns for our
industry.

Wine & other drinks with an alcoholic strength by volume of 10%_or more

The proposed amendment removes the exemption for this category. This is totally new
and unexpected versus previous discussions, and it is normally the practice of the
government to have full consultations with relevant industry and trade bodies; we view
this as a new law requiring major labelling changes to a category which did not have any
in the past, causing severe implications for the industry.

This industry includes a large number of companies importing and distributing an
extremely large number of products, especially for Wines (more than 300,000 products
managed by the Custom & Excise Department!). Basically we believe that all labels
would be affected, and wouid have to be modified according to the proposed
Amendment. The main impact would be to reduce choice for the consumers (as
numerous brands would choose not to comply for a limited market like Hong Kong) or /
and increase the cost to them {labels produced and stickered locally}.

=> We would urge that the Wines and Spirits > 10% would be removed from the
Amendment as initially presented, and full consultation start between the Government
and the industry.
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Food

1. We are surprised that this Amendment which will require modifications of thousands
of food labels, has been tabled without consideration being given to the timing of
future nutritional labelling laws. Having 2 separate labelling initiatives being
introduced at different points of time will duplicate cost, efforts and disrupt the
business.
=> We would propose that the timing for implementation be coordinated with any
future legislation on nutrition labelling, and in any case a minimum of 2 years grace
period be granted.

2. Whereas we are supportive of the need to label additive, we would recommend that
the information provided on the label is simplified by excluding the generic name
such as “preservative”, and just camying the actual name of the preservative; indeed
space on most products labels are very limited especially with dual language.

3. Regarding the labelling of allergens, this should not be an issue for products
produced in countries where CODEX has been implemented, but we would have a
maijor concem for products manufactured in China and Asia. The reason for this is
that we can not be sure that they are 100% free of allergens as required in the
proposed Amendment.
=> This is a rajor concem that needs to be addressed.

in summary the FDGA supports the principle of more information on labels to the benefit
of consurners, however the implementation of this new legislation should take into
consideration the various practical aspects raised in this paper.

Yours sincerely

Frederic
Chairman
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DRINK & GROCERY ASSOCIATION GPO BOX 8689, HONG KONG TEL: 2976 1138 FAX: 2976 1339

MEMBERSHIP LIST
A.S. Watson Co Ltd
Advantage Asia Pacific Ltd Executive Committee Member
Angliss Hong Kong Food Service Ltd
Angliss China Ltd Executive Committee Member

Anheuser-Busch Asia, Inc

Anrise-IMC Ltd

Asia Provisions Co Ltd

Bacardi-Martini Asia Pacific Ltd

Brown-Forman Worldwide, L.L.C. .

Carisberg HK Ltd Executive Committee Member
Connell Bros Co (HK) Ltd

Coors Brewing Co International

Danone Imported Waters (Greater China) Co Ltd

DCH Beverage Solutions Ltd

Diageo Greater China Ltd

Edward Keller Ltd

Four Seas Merchantile Ltd

Friesland Foods Ltd

Heineken HK Ltd Honcrary Secretary

Heinz HK Ltd i
IDS Marketing HK

Jebsen & Co Ltd

Kjeldsen & Co (HK) Ltd

Man Lee Hong Food, Beverage, Beer & Liquor Co Ltd

Maxxium China Ltd

Nestle HK Ltd

Omtis Ltd

Pernod Ricard HK Lid Executive Committee Member
Ponti Trading Ltd

Restaurant Events Ltd

Riche Monde Ltd Chairman

San Miguel Brewery HK Ltd Executive Committee Member !
Sirs Trading Company Ltd Honorary Treasurer {
Suntory Limited !

Telford Intemational Co Ltd

Tsingtao Beer (HK) Trading Co Ltd
William Grant and Sons HK Ltd |
Wing Hing Provision Wine & Spirits Trading Co Ltd !

Total: 38 Member Companies (updated on 28 May 2004)
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