
By fax

CB1/PL/PLW
2525 3331
2869 6794

 email addresses: asit@legco.gov.hk
cshiu@legco.gov.hk

27 November 2003

Mr Michael M Y SUEN, GBS, JP
Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands
Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau
8/F, West Wing
Central Government Offices
Central
Hong Kong

Dear Mr SUEN,

Panel on Planning, Lands and Works
and Panel on Home Affairs

West Kowloon Cultural District

As instructed by the Chairmen of Panel on Planning, Lands and
Works and Panel on Home Affairs, I write to request for  information related
to the funding arrangements for the development of the Hong Kong Convention
and Exhibition Centre and the adjacent hotel, commercial and residential
facilities (the HKCEC development).

At the joint meeting of the two Panels on 25 November 2003,
members noted that the funding arrangements for the West Kowloon Cultural
District (WKDC) development deviated from normal practice.  They
questioned why the funding for this project was not subject to the
approval/scrutiny of the Legislative Council.  Members were particularly
concerned if the arrangements adopted by the Administration for
implementation of the development contravened any constitutional
principle/legislative provision(s)/rule(s).  Hon Abraham SHEK has articulated
some of these issues in his letter to the Chairman of the Panel on Planning
Lands and Works dated 18 November 2003 for the purpose of the joint Panel
meeting.  A copy of his letter is attached.   
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We have written to the Financial Secretary on issues relating to
the administration of public funds, including whether the funding arrangements
and/or the accounting arrangements adopted by the Administration for
implementation of the WKDC development are in breach of sections 3 and 4 of
the Public Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2).  The Legal Adviser of the Legislative
Council Secretariat will separately examine the issues and give his advice to
the Panels.

At the meeting, members also noted that according to the paper
provided by the Administration for the joint Panel meeting on 18 November
2003, the development approach adopted for the WKDC development is not
new and has already been applied successfully in Hong Kong.  It is cited in
the paper that the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre and the
adjacent hotel, commercial and residential facilities (the HKCEC development)
were developed using a conceptually similar single package approach.

To enable members to understand the process and experience of
the HKCEC development, I should be grateful if your Bureau would provide
the Panels with the relevant information.  The information includes but is not
limited to papers presented to and records of the deliberation of the relevant
authorities, document(s) to invite development proposals from the private
sector and other document(s) relevant to the entire procurement process.

I should be grateful if you would let me have the information
requested on or before 3 December 2003.  Please note that unless you state
otherwise, the information will be made available to all Legislative Council
Members, the press and members of the public, and uploaded onto the web site
of the Legislative Council.

Best regards,

Yours sincerely,

(Ms Anita SIT)
Clerk to Panel on Planning Lands, and Works

Encl.

cc Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong, JP (Chairman of the Panel on Planning, Lands
  and Works) (w/o encl)
Hon IP Kwok-him, JP (Chairman of the Panel on Home Affairs) (w/o encl)
Mr Thomas TSO, JP (DS/HPL(PL)1)
Mrs Lilian LEUNG (SEO(Adm)




