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Pedestrian Plan for Causeway Bay

PURPOSE

This paper seeks Members’ comments on the proposed pedestrian
plan for Causeway Bay.  A copy of the Consultation Digest is enclosed at
Annex.

BACKGROUND

2. On 26 April 2002, we consulted Members on the principles,
guidelines and framework for pedestrian planning recommended in the Study
on Planning for Pedestrians (LC Paper No. CB(1) 1508/01-02(01)).
Members were generally in support of the objective to improve the pedestrian
environment and giving priority to pedestrians.  Based on the principles and
guidelines, we have further developed a pedestrian plan for Causeway Bay.

VISION AND PROPOSALS

3. The vision of the pedestrian plan is to turn Causeway Bay into a
“Paradise” for shoppers.  To achieve the vision, we would strive to improve
the environment for pedestrians.

4. The key proposals in the pedestrian plan include –

! Full-time pedestrianization of Kai Chiu Road and closure of
Hennessy Centre carpark, and relocation of the
loading/unloading bay at Hennessy Centre;
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! Construction of an underground pedestrian-cum-retail link across
Hennessy Road;

! Development of public transport interchanges (PTIs) at Caroline
Hill Road, under Victoria Park and near Bowrington Road
Market;

! Building of new MTR entrances; and

! Turning Hennessy Road/Yee Wo Street into a bus and tram only
corridor.

Details of the proposals are set out in the Consultation Digest at Annex.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

5. We have just commenced a public consultation exercise on the
Pedestrian Plan for Causeway Bay.  The consultation activities include
briefings to the Wan Chai District Council, concerned statutory and advisory
bodies such as the Town Planning Board; and public forums for the
stakeholders, such as the interest groups, local shop-owners and residents.

6. The consultation will last until the end of August 2004.  We would
consider the views collected in the public consultation in finalizing the
proposals and mapping out the way forward for the implementation of the
proposals.  Subject to the public views received during the consultation, we
intend to negotiate with the owner of Hennessy Centre to allow suitable
conversion of the carpark for commercial uses in order to implement one of
the key proposals in the pedestrian plan, i.e. the full-time pedestrianization of
Kai Chiu Road.
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ADVICE SOUGHT

7. Members are invited to comment on the pedestrian plan for
Causeway Bay.

ATTACHMENT

Annex: Pedestrian Plan for Causeway Bay – Public Consultation Digest

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
JUNE 2004

[SS12:LCPaper-PedCauseway]
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