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Suggestions raised by Kwun Tong District Council members
at the meeting with LegCo Members held on 24 April 2003

The Administration’s response

1. Examine the feasibility of alternative locations for the proposed
refuse transfer station, public fill barging point and marine refuse
collection point from the proposed sites near the existing Kwun Tong
Ferry Pier

The future land uses at the waterfront of the Kwun Tong Ferry Pier are
closely related to the reclamation proposal of the South East Kowloon
Development (SEKD).  In view of the recent Court of Final Appeal’s
Judgment on the Wan Chai (North) Outline Zoning Plan, the
Administration is conducting a comprehensive review on the SEKD,
including the future land uses at the waterfront of Kwun Tong Ferry Pier.
Public consultation will be conducted in the course of the review and
views from the District Council will be taken into account.  

2. Streamline the application procedures (including the land premium
evaluation process) regarding applications for change of permitted
land uses and provide one-stop support services to affected factory
building owners to facilitate the transformation

As far as the town planning procedures are concerned, in order to
promote better use of industrial buildings in the Kwun Tong
Industrial Area, the Town Planning Board (TPB) has agreed to
rezone over 40 hectares of industrial land in the area into “Business”
use, so that buildings within such zones can be used for industrial and
office/commercial purposes, as well as for provision of community or
educational facilities without application to the TPB1.  An extract of
the Notes to the Kwun Tong (South) Outline Zoning Plan, which sets
out the permitted uses in a “Business” zone, is attached at Annex A.

For procedures relating to land leases, the land leases may be
modified or temporary waivers may be issued to enable the change of

                                                
1 Subject to the requirements stipulated in the Outline Zoning Plan.
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use of the industrial units concerned into other permissible economic
uses.  In this regard, the Lands Department has introduced a
simplified procedure for the grant of temporary waivers with fees
charged at standard rates.  Owners could choose to pay waiver fee
on an annual basis or on a lump sum basis for the lifetime of the
concerned premises.  This arrangement facilitates owners of
industrial units to make better utilization of their premises.

The processing of a building development may involve the seeking of
a planning permission, lease modification and building plan approval.
To provide a client-oriented service in helping the applicants to
obtain the relevant approvals, a task force comprising senior officials
of the Planning Department, Lands Department and Buildings
Department has been formed to study measures to re-engineer and
streamline the approval process.  In August 2003, the task force
issued a Joint Practice Note (No. 3) which announces some new
services provided to facilitate the approval process.  A copy of the
Joint Practice Note is attached at Annex B.  The task force will
continue to explore measures to streamline the approval process.

3. Measures to attract non-industrial investors to the coastal area, such
as district-wide greening and beautification works, decking of the
two nullahs, provision of shelters along pavements and improvement
of street lighting

Every year, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD)
would plant a lot of trees, shrubs and flowers in the district,
especially in the vicinity of busy trunk roads such as the Kwun Tong
Road and Kwun Tong Bypass.  This would help beautify the
environment of Kwun Tong and filter the traffic air pollutants their
improve the air quality of the area.  LCSD welcomes any proposal
from the District Council on greening and landscaping works.

Besides, the Drainage Services Department (DSD) has also carried
out a number of projects to improve the environment along the Tsui
Ping Nullah and the Jordan Valley Nullah.  These include greening
works, widening of footpath and beautification of slopes, etc.  DSD
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anticipates that the environment of the two nullahs would improve
significantly after the completion of the above works.  Hence, there
is at present no plan to deck the two nullahs.

As regards the proposal to provide shelters along the pavements,
according to advice from the Transport Department, the existing
footpaths in the Kwun Tong Industrial Area are already very
congested, and the installation of shelters will significantly reduce the
width of the footpaths and affect pedestrian circulation.  In the
circumstances, provision of shelters along the existing footpath is not
recommended.  Nevertheless, we can make use of any
redevelopment project in the area in future and request the concerned
developer to set back the building boundary in order to widen the
footpaths.

For street lighting, the Highways Department would upgrade the
lighting level at Hung To Road and Hoi Yuen Road within this
financial year.  The improvement works include replacement of
some existing road lights by higher wattage ones and installation of
additional lights.

4. Explore the feasibility of developing the coastal areas into a
waterfront promenade, a seafood market and a food centre

As mentioned above, the future land uses for the Kwun Tong Ferry
Pier and the coastal areas will be examined in the comprehensive
review of the SEKD.  The proposal of developing the coastal area
into a promenade will also be studied.

As for possible temporary use of the Ferry Pier during the interim
period, such as the proposal of converting it into a seafood market
and/or a food centre, we have relayed the views of the District
Council to the Government Property Administrator for further
consideration.

Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau
February 2004






























