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Views and concerns raised by Islands District Council members
at the meeting with LegCo members

held on 22 May 2003

The Administration’s response

The coastal protection areas mentioned by the Islands District
Council members are located in South Lantau.  At present, the South
Lantau coast comprises primarily country parks, mountain backdrop,
natural coastline, scattered villages and low-density residential settlements.
On the South Lantau Coast Outline Zoning Plan, the existing settlements
and areas suitable for village expansion and for development of community
facilities have been zoned for “Residential”, “Village Type Development”
and “Government, Institution or Community” uses.  Areas of high
landscape and conservation value are designated as “Country Park”,
“Coastal Protection Area (CPA)” and “Green Belt”.

The CPA zones in South Lantau cover coastal woodland, natural
beaches, coastal features and their immediate hinterland.  The intention of
the zoning is to conserve the natural character of the coast and to protect it
from ribbon development in a haphazard manner.  Certain recreational
uses compatible with the character of the area may be permitted in a “CPA”
zone.  Uses that are permitted in a “CPA” zone are set out in the Annex.

Under the South West New Territories Recommended
Development Strategy published in 2001, the coastal areas of South Lantau
are intended to be conserved for their high landscape and scenic value.
Compatible water-based recreation and low-intensity recreational uses such
as watersports centre, cycle paths, walking trails and holiday
accommodations can also be allowed.

In February 2004, a Lantau Development Task Force, chaired by
the Financial Secretary, was formed to oversee the planning of major
economic infrastructural developments in Lantau.  The Task Force will
formulate an overall development concept plan for Lantau, including the
South Lantau.  Upon the completion of the overall concept plan, a public
consultation exercise will be conducted to seek public views on the
proposed concepts and developments in the plan.  The Islands District
Council will be a key party to be consulted during that exercise.
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