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Purpose 
 
 This note is provided in response to Members’ request for information 
on the provision of medical services to inmates in penal institutions. 
 
Hospitals and Sick Bays 
 
2. All penal institutions have either hospitals or sick bays to provide 
general medical and health services for inmates. Each institution’s hospital / sick 
bay has its own ward1, outpatient clinic (OPC) and dispensary.  Dental treatment 
and X-ray examination facilities are provided at the centre hospitals in Shek Pik 
Prison, Hei Ling Chau Addiction Treatment Centre, Pik Uk Correctional Institution, 
Stanley Prison and Lai Chi Kok Reception Centre to serve the needs of inmates 
from neighbouring institutions on a regional basis. 
 
3. All prison hospitals / sick bays are managed by the Correctional 
Services Department (CSD).  Medical service is provided by Medical and Health 
Officers (M&HO) of the Department of Health (DH) with nursing support from 
qualified staff of the CSD.  The breakdown of total staff strength is as follows: 
 

Staff  Number 
Medical and Health Officer : 17 
Registered Nurses (General) : 67 
Enrolled Nurses (General) : 94 
Staff with In-service Training2 : 129 
Total : 307 

 
                                                 
1 There are a total of 719 hospital bed spaces in 24 penal institutions. 
2 These staff have completed a 12-week in-service training in CSD Staff Training Institute.  They also hold the 

Home Nursing Certificates and First Aid Certificates issued by the Auxiliary Medical Service. 
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4. Inmates requiring hospital care are referred to hospitals of the 
Hospital Authority (HA) for treatment.  These inmates would usually be 
hospitalized in the custodial wards either at Queen Elizabeth Hospital or Queen 
Mary Hospital for security reasons unless their medical conditions warrant 
alternative arrangements. 
 
Duty of Medical Officers and On-call Arrangement 
 
5. The main duties of M&HOs are governed by Prison Rules 14, and 143 
to 161 (Annex).  M&HOs are required to attend to sick prisoners daily including 
Sundays and Public Holidays and to perform on-call duties on rotation basis after 
office hours.  They are required to respond to medical emergency whenever 
necessary.  Departmental quarters are provided to all M&HOs to facilitate them to 
perform on-call duties. 
 
Visiting Specialists 
 
6. Medical specialists from the HA and the DH visit penal institutions on 
a regular basis to provide consultation and treatment for inmates.  Such specialist 
services include Dental, Orthopaedic, Medical, Surgical, Tuberculosis and Chest, 
Eye, Ear, Nose & Throat, Skin & Social Hygiene, etc.  Besides, X-ray 
examinations are conducted by radiographers from the HA for all newly convicted 
prisoners and other inmates as recommended by the M&HOs.   
 
Psychiatric Services 
 
7. Inmates with psychiatric problems are referred to the Siu Lam 
Psychiatric Centre (SLPC) for psychiatric assessment and treatment.  The 
psychiatric services in SLPC are rendered by a group of visiting psychiatrists from 
the HA with consultations provided on daily basis except Sundays & Public 
Holidays, assisted by CSD officers with psychiatric nursing qualification. 
 
Service Monitoring 
 
8. The provision of medical services in penal institutions is closely 
monitored by CSD with advice from DH.  The two departments meet regularly to 
discuss and address operational matters.  The deployment of medical and nursing 
staff is also reviewed from time to time taking into account the workload and needs 
of individual institutions.  
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9. In response to the recommendations of a recent Coroner’s Court 
inquest into the death of an inmate of Tai Lam Centre for Women (TLCW), CSD 
has formed a working group in November 2003 to review the adequacy of medical 
and nursing services provided to inmates in TLCW.  Officers from DH are 
members of the working group.  Taking the opportunity, the working group will 
also examine the manpower provision in other penal institutions.  The working 
group is expected to complete its review by March 2004. 
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