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Dr LO, thank you for attending today’s meeting. The Select Committee
has called upon you to appear before the Committee today to give evidence and
present your witness statement. The Committee has decided that witnesses
should testify on oath. |, in the capacity of Chairman of the Select Committee,
now administer the oath to you.
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Y ou may choose to take an oath by putting your hand on the Bible or make
an affirmation. Would you please stand up and take the oath by saying the
words of the oath placed in front of you.

Dr LO Su-wui, Head, Research Office, Health, Welfare and Food Bureau:

Yes. |, Dr LO Su-vui, swear by the Almighty God that the evidence |
shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

Chairman:

Thank you, Dr LO.
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Dr LO Su-vui:
Thank you.
Chairman:

Please be seated. Dr LO, you have provided your witness statement to the
Clerk of the Select Committee. Now are you going to formally produce the
witness statement to the Select Committee as evidence?

Dr LO Su-wui:
Y es, indeed.
Chairman:

Thank you. In response to the request of the Select Committee, you have
also provided to the Select Committee information on your professional
qualifications and experience. Now will you confirm the information to be
accurate?

Dr LO Su-vui:
| can confirm that indeed.
Chairman:

Thank you. Thank you for providing your statement to the Select
Committee. Today, we will not, as our initial plan, not to ask you any particular
question during this process. There may be still a slight possibility that owing
to today’s proceedings that we need to call you back and ask you for evidence.
So, so, for this moment, we can conclude this part and you may retreat now.
And we may call upon you to attend the hearing later on. Thank you very much
for attending this hearing.

Dr LO Su-wui:
Thank you, Chairman. | shall be very obliged. Thank you.
ZE -
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Dr Paul SAW Thian-aun:

I, SAW Thian-aun, solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm that the
evidence that | shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth.

FE
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EERERE?
Dr Paul SAW Thian-aun:

Yes, Mr Chairman.
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Dr Paul SAW Thian-aun:

No, Mr Chairman.
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Dr Paul SAW Thian-aun:

Yes, Mr Chairman.
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Dr Paul SAW Thian-aun:
OK.
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Dr Paul SAW Thian-aun:
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Dr Paul SAW Thian-aun:
Thank you.
FE

HAERME N —UEA - BEEREHZEE LB S E
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Chairman:

Dr Trevor ELLIS, thank you for attending today’s hearing. The Select
Committee has called upon you to appear before the Committee today to give
evidence and present your witness statement. The Committee has decided that
witnesses should testify on oath. |, in the capacity of the Chairman of the Select
Committee, now administer the oath to you.
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You may choose to take an oath by putting your hand on the Bible or
making an affirmation. Would you please stand up and take the oath by saying
the words of the oath placed in front of you.

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS, Senior Veterinary Officer (Veterinary Laboratory),
Veterinary Laboratory Division, Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department:

[, Trevor ELLIS, swear by Almighty God that the evidence | shall give be
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

Chairman:
Thank you, Dr ELLIS. Please be seated.

Dr ELLIS, you have provided your witness statement to the Clerk to the
Select Committee. Now, are you going to formally produce the statement to the
Select Committee as evidence?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes.
Chairman:

Yes, thank you. Dr ELLIS, your statement will be made available to
members of the public and the press attending the hearing today for the purpose
of assisting them to follow the proceedings of the Committee. In order to
protect privacy, some parts of the contents of the statement have been blacked
out. Do you have anything to add to your statement right now?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
No, Mr Chairman.
Chairman:

Thank you. In response to the request of the Select Committee, you have
also provided to the Select Committee information on your professional
qualifications and experience. Now, will you confirm the information to be
accurate?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| will, Mr Chairman.
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Chairman:
Thank you. Now, at thistime, | will leave the questions to our members.
ZEMEAEHE  FETFIE  FHHEEE -

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Doctor, this statement you gave to us, was it done entirely by you or was it
done with the help of lawyers?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
No, it was written by...... written by me, Mr Chairman.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Written by?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Written by myself.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

At any stage when you were preparing your statement, did you have the
benefit of any legal advice?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| had some legal advice on the actual wording for some of the sentences,
yes.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Did you see one lawyer, or two, or what?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
That was alawyer from the Justice Department.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Just one?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

WEeéll, asfar as| know, that was the only lawyer.

24.4.2004 p.6
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Y ou mean therewere other people?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So you compiled your statement first......
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

...... and then it was handed to somebody?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, Mr Chairman.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Handed to whom?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

A lawyer from the Justice Department.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Do you remember the name of the lawyer?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Miss...... Miss Ada CHUNG.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Adaor Ida?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

A-d-al think it was.

24.4.2004
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
AdaCHUNG?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Okay. Then there was a meeting with her and other people?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes, Mr Chairman.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
So how long did that meeting take?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
| believe it was about a quarter of an hour, Mr Chairman.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

| see, and that was the only time you discussed your statement with
anybody?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Y es, with the statement, Mr Chairman.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

When you were preparing your own draft statement, did you have the
benefit of Dr Stephen NG’ s statement?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, | had received the statement by Dr Stephen NG with the papers that
were sent from the Select Committee.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
With the......?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
With the document that was sent from the Select Committee.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
| see, but not any transcript of his actual evidence?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
No, not...... not with the compilation of the paper, no.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Were you also given the benefit of any statement from Dr E K YEOH?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

The statement from Dr E K YEOH was in the papers from the Select
Committee al so.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So among the papers that we supplied to you were the statements of
Dr Stephen NG and Dr Y EOH, right?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes, Mr Chairman.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
There were other papers?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, there was another paper relating to the two sets of evidence and
requesting comments on that.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Were your recollections about the events in April last year very clear when
you were compiling your own statement?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Some of them, Mr Chairman, but not all of them. | mean, it was a long
while ago to have specific detail of every single event.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Did you know Dr Stephen NG before you attended the meeting?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
No, that was the first time | met him at the meeting.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Weasiit aso the last time?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

It was the last time | met him physically, but he...... | had spoken to him on
the telephone at one other stage after that.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Soon after?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| cannot remember exactly how long after, but within a week or so
afterwards, yes.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Within a week? Do you now remember the contents of that telephone
discussion?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Of the telephone discussion afterwards?
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Y es, that you just told us about.
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes, not...... not...... not clearly, Mr Chairman.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Not at all?

24.4.2004 p.10
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

I can remember the conversation and some of the aspects of it, but | do not
remember the whole conversation.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
No, of course not, but can you give usthe gist of that?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Well, there was a question where Dr NG was asking whether we could
actually provide facilities at the laboratory to conduct laboratory animal
experimental work with rats.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So that he could do the experimentsin your office?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| believe that was the intent, yes, yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Y our laboratory, rather?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Did you say yes or no to him?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No. | indicated that our laboratory at that stage was not what is called a
“bio-safety level 3 status’ to be able to do such work with experimental studies
in rats with a human virus and, as a veterinary laboratory also, we were not
prepared to do diagnostic work on human pathogens.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

| see. Soitisnot as if you were being uncooperative, but because you
thought it was not safe enough for him to do that...... for anyone to do that?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, | believe that my clear indication was that it was unsafe for our staff
and our facilities to be used for that, yes.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
So even you, yourself, would not have done the experiments there?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| would not have been keen to do inoculation studies in rats in that facility,
no.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

S0 it was not because you were told not to cooperate with him, or anything
of the sort?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
No. Quiteclearly, it was not.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So, apart from that telephone...... oh, | am sorry, apart from what you just
told us about that telephone discussion that you had with Dr NG, is there
anything el se that you can remember?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Other than the tel ephone discussion?
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

No. What was actually discussed in the telephone conversation, other than
what you just told us?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| do not recall other things. | mean, the thing that stood out in my mind
was a request to do that. | do not redlly clearly remember anything other than
that.

24.4.2004 p.12
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Okay. Now, do you remember who asked you to attend that meeting in
April?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, | quite clearly remember that my Deputy Director had phoned me at
home on the public holiday and asked me to attend the meeting.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

...... and from......sorry?
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Fifth of April was Ching Ming?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

| see.  So who spoke to you on the phone?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Weéll, it isthe Deputy Director...... at thetimewas Dr K K LIU.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Were you told who wanted you to go there?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, at the conversation it was...... the Secretary had asked us to attend the
meeting.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
So Dr YEOH wanted you to go?

24.4.2004 p.13
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Yes. When you arrived, the meeting had already been going on?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

When | arrived there were people present there but, in fact, | mean, was it
the forma meeting at that stage or not? | mean, there were people arriving.
But when | arrived there were...... a number of the people were present at the
meeting.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Dr YEOH, was he till......... aready there?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, he was not in the room when | arrived.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So when you arrived there were already people discussing various things,
but not Dr YEOH yet?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
That is correct.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

When Dr YEOH arrived did you...... did he actualy say, “We now
commence the meeting formally,” or anything of the kind?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, | do not think there was aformal declaration of the meeting starting.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Nor wasit......
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Nor was it not said.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
...... aformal meeting?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Sorry?
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Nor wasit aformal meeting as such?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
No, I...... well, | do not really know how you would defineit at that stage.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Was there any record taken, as far as you were aware?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Of the meeting?
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Of the meeting.
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Not that | was aware, no.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Did you make any notes yourself of the meeting?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| probably scribbled some notes down on paper relating to the rats and
where they would be, but | did not take formal notes of the meeting, no.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

When you scribbled something down, was it in order to help you to present
what you had to contribute, or was it a note of what other people said?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, it was a note to do with where the rats were going to be, how many
there were, and where they had been caught.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
So, as aresult of what other people told you?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Sorry? Sorry, of course, yes. Asaresult of what other people had said at
the meeting.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Did you then keep the notes, or destroy the notes later on, or throw them
away, or what?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

They were scrap pieces of paper | think. | did not keep those ones so, no.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So when you were asked to apply your mind......
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

...... in order to draft your statement, you did not have the benefit of
anything in writing, or any other record at all to help you with?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, that is not correct. | had a pathology report, a very detailed pathology
report where | had written the history of the case, the collection of the samples,
and the number of animals, that sort of thing; and that was a part of my formal
pathology report.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Who compiled that pathology report?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| did that.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

| see. When...... Was it dated after the meeting on 5th April?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No. The actual report was dated after | had completed the histopathology
examination and had the results of the (laboratory) testing, but | had started to
make the pathology report notes at the time of the post-mortern. Sorry, at the
time of the necropsies.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
That would be......?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But the autopsies were not commenced, as far as you were aware, until
the 5th?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Y es, until after the meeting, Mr Chairman, yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Those were your own autopsies on these rats?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But as the meeting itself, as to who said what during the meeting, there was
no note that you kept, is that right?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Not...... not of the...... no, no written notes at that time.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

When you got there first, was there already an ongoing discussion as to rats
being one possibility for the spread of SARS in Amoy Gardens?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

There was some discussion about aspects of it because we had had some
indication there had been some PCR positivesin rats, but that is...... | mean, | do
not recall the extent of the discussions and whether it was solely for rats or other
aspects of the epidemiology of the disease.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But when you had gone there, | mean were people talking about rats, or
not?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, talking about SARS. | cannot say specifically if they were talking
about rats.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

| see, talking about...... talking about SARS generaly, or in Amoy
Gardens?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
In the Amoy Gardens setting, yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Yes. But when you first got there you do not now remember whether they
were talking about rats when you arrived, isthat...... ?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Not when | arrived. | do not remember if they were specifically talking
about rats when | arrived, no.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

How soon then did people start talking about rats?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Very soon within the meeting commencing, because that was the trigger for
the meeting; the positive results that had been seen in therats.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So that discussion on rats started only after Dr YEOH arrived, or even
before?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, there was some before Dr Y EOH arrived.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Who started it?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Well, | do not know who started it. | was not there at the start of the
discussions.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Y es, but after your arrival, who started mentioning rats, for example?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| cannot say clearly who started it in that instance; who...... the first person
relating the test results in rats when | came to the meeting. There were a
number of people there and | do not remember who was the first one that
mentioned it while | was there.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Fair enough. Could you remember now who appeared to be taking the
lead on this discussion on rats?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| think Dr NG was taking the lead in the discussion of the rats and | think
Dr SAW was commenting on it, and also Dr TSANG was commenting on it, yes.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So what was it about? Was it about, for example, that rats were a
possibility as to the spread of SARS in Amoy Gardens? That was the context,
wasit?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, the context, as | remember it at this time, was that they were discussing
the epidemic of the disease in Amoy Gardens and relating that to possibilities of
the pattern of spread, and rats was discussed as a potential for a zoonotic type
spread from the rat to the humans, as away of explaining cases within the Amoy
Gardens.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Now, of course, even before you attended that meeting, you aready knew
presumably that there was this rather bad outbreak of SARS in the Amoy
Gardens, is that right?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

That is correct, yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

And people were therefore trying very hard to find out what caused it?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| believe there were extensive investigations to find out what was causing it,
yes.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

When you got to that meeting, in your mind, what was the most likely
cause?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

When | got to the meeting and, at that point, | did not know. | think it was
an investigation and it is dangerous to actually prejudge in a biological
investigation of that nature.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Fine. So when people started talking about rats, did Dr SAW say that the
autopsies conducted on the rats on the previous day showed that the rats were
responsible, or anything of the kind?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, the only data that | remember clearly was that there were some PCR
tests and direct tests on samples from some of the rats that had given a positive
reaction.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Which would show that rats could be the cause of the spread of SARS in
Amoy Gardens?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, not specificaly. | mean,itisa...... the nature of the samples that were
tested — the faeces and the pharyngeal swabs—in an animal that licks extensively
its environment, and licks its anus, and licks all nature of things. The important
thing at that time was to actually find out if there was a direct infection or a
contamination. So | think there was a need to investigate but | do not think that
was a clear indication that rats were involved at all.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Well, not a clear indication that rats were involved at all.
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But certainly it would make rats a prime suspect at that stage, because you
had no other reason......

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
...... yet established?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, that is not correct. | mean, we had evidence aso that there was
contamination in the area and aso that some cats had been positive for PCR
testing also; so there were three possibilities.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Now, tell me alittle more about the first: contamination of the area.
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Environment?
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Yes.
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Weéll, we had information by that stage from hospital studies that the virus
could spread via aerosol and probably in direct contact. It was quite a large
building with surfaces that were being touched and handled by people al the
time, so there was a contamination of the environment by sick people in a
building that has multiple lifts and that sort of thing. It was also a strong
contender for a possibility.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
“Strong contender” ....... ?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
For apossibility.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Yes. What about cats? Must be a weak contender, because there cannot
be too many cats?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, there were a number of cats within the building that were tested, that
were...... all of the pets within the building, so | think there were around 18 or so
cats in the building at various floors. But, yes, | think they were a lower
contender than contamination.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Yes. Now, then came the possibility of rats, right, at that meeting?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

And that possibility did not emerge, as far as you were concerned, until you
attended that meeting?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Y es, that was the first | had heard about rats at that time, yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So, as far as you were concerned, suddenly...... apart from the
environmental cause, which was a strong contender, and cats being a less strong
contender...... then suddenly you have got athird possibility emerging, right?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, Mr Chairman. | think that is correct, but | think also you have got a
situation where an animal, such as arat in that environment, is a co-component
of contamination, in away.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Did you tell the people there, since you were an expert in thisfield, “Wait a
minute, it could but it may not be. We have to be very careful about it.”? Did
you say words of caution to the meeting?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, not as such at the meeting. | believe that the role was, from that
meeting, to get on and investigate whether there was a possibility that rats were
involved.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Dr Stephen NG certainly gave his hypothesis that rats could well be the
cause?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, hedid say, yes. Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Did anybody challenge him at that meeting?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, | meant this was a hypothesis to fit in with a pattern of spread that was
seen in a time sequence of spread. So that was a reasonable hypothesis and it
should have been followed, yes.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

That hypothesis actually was confirmed by evidence in the form
of...... coming from autopsies conducted the previous day?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, | do not think...... well, | was not privy to any discussion that the
autopsies the previous day had shown anything, other than giving a positive
result on...... positive result on the PCR test.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

WEell, yes, but if it was a negative result, then there is not much support, at
least for that hypothesis?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
There are grounds to actually do further investigations, certainly.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Yes. So, | mean, in scientific research of this kind — investigation as
well —that would appear to be a breakthrough at that meeting, isit not?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

I think it is a little bit too far to call that a breakthrough at this stage. |
think it is another areathat needed to be investigated.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But, of course it would be too hasty to jump to a conclusion, but certainly
the possibility of rats being the cause would it be a strong contender at that point,
bearing in mind the positive evidence coming in?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, | think it was no stronger than the contamination at that point. | think
it was something that needed to be investigated fully, as the contamination did.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

WEell, | am sorry, | missed you. Would you say it was a stronger, or not as
strong than contamination?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
No, it was no stronger.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Oh, no stronger? Alright, equally?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Okay? Did anybody appear to be excited about such a discovery?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| cannot really comment for anyone else. | believe that there was a clear
signal to investigate, but |1 would not...... did not get the impression from other
people that they were mass...... overly excited. | think there was interest and
interest in investigating it.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But | would have thought it must be...... must be great interest, because
after the people were there trying to find out what caused the spread of SARS
within that community?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| think there was great interest in every aspect of SARS at that point of time,
Mr Chairman.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Yes, and that was news.  Until then, there was no evidence to suggest rats,
was there?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, | think there had been not that | was aware of at that point.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

And you being an expert in thistype of thing, were you not?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| was not an expert, and | do not believe there was an expert in SARS at
that point of time.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
No, but about rats?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

My expertise has been in veterinary virology and some expertise in
veterinary practice and science, yes.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

WEell, yes, | mean that was why you were asked to attend that meeting
quickly, right?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But were you not greatly interested, because it certainly fell within your
province of expertise?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Sorry, | just did not hear thefirst part of the question, Mr Chairman.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Were you not, yourself, extremely interested about that?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes, | wasinterested, very interested.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Now, how soon were you then...... perhaps | should rephrase it better. At
some stage, you were asked to leave the meeting in order to perform the
autopsies on rats which were trapped the night before? That isright, isn't it?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes. Yes. Yes, Mr Chairman.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

And you say it was Dr Y EOH who asked you to...... to attend to that?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, Mr Chairman.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Areyou very sure that it was Dr Y EOH who asked you to leave?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, | am surethat Dr YEOH asked me to do the autopsies, yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So, now, just try if you can help us: after how much time since you arrived
did Dr YEOH arrive?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| have been trying to think of that for the whole time. | am just
not...... not clearly sure. | amsorry. |I......

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Okay.
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Y es, and how long did you stay at the meeting?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

WEeéll, | believe | was there for at least three quarters of an hour to pushing
to one hour, | guess. Just that isthe closest | can recollect, Mr Chairman.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But you...... you cannot tell...... tell us when Dr YEOH entered the room
during that three quarters of an hour, or an hour, right?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, not...... not exactly, | am afraid. No.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Do you remember having much discussion involving Dr Y EOH?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No. Wel, a the time, my clear recollection is that we heard clear
hypothesis by Dr NG; Dr TSANG talked about the disease pattern and the pattern
of spread, or the infection in the building; and Mr YUEN talked clearly about the
rat investigations; but in my mind | just cannot remember how Dr YEOH related
into that time sequence, yes.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

WEell, certainly, Dr YEOH found it extremely important to conduct, or to
have autopsies conducted on the rats caught the previous night, because he did
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not even want to keep you until the end of the meeting. He sent you even
before the end, right?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes, that is correct.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
So obvioudly he thought that it was extremely crucial?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So obviously he was very much persuaded that rats could well be the
explanation of the spread of SARS within that community? Presumably?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Presumably, athough | think he had had a need to actually investigate any
possibility at that stage. It was early in the actual disease pattern of the building,

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

And you...... before you left you aready had the benefit of a certain
briefing from Mr YUEN, isthat right?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Now, you said in your statement that you did not recall discussions on
“broader ramifications’, that is if rats were the cause, on the economy and Hong
Kong's image abroad, and so on. That is what you said in your statement,
right?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, that iswhat | said.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But it would therefore suggest that you cannot rule it out either. You are
not telling us that it certainly did not happen?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, | cannot absolutely rule it out. | just do not recal that in the
time...... the part of the meeting that | attended.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But just consider this, Dr ELLIS, please: if rats were indeed the reason for
the spread of SARS, then it certainly would have important ramifications, right?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, | believe that that would have been an important finding and would
have altered the approach to the disease control.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

It would also affect Hong Kong in many other ways, and now | can think of
one important one: containers leaving Hong Kong for overseas would have to be
what? What would have happened to containers?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

WEeéll, there would be some extra requirement to fumigate or to demonstrate
clearly that there had been, you know, pest control treatment maintained.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Some ports overseas may actually stop any Hong Kong container ships
going into their ports? That isaclear possibility?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

That is a possibility, | guess, and...... but there would aso be approaches
that would be used that would counteract that, | guess. The way import and
export type systems work, there is a potential to manage a disease like that by
certain control procedures.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But, as far as you were concerned, that meeting, during the time that you
were there, was focussed on Dr NG’ s hypothesis, right?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes. Atthetimel wasthere, that was the focus to actually investigate the
possibility that rats were involved, and to look at this hypothesis and make sure
we investigated that. Yes.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Certainly that would be the part that you would most be interested in?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| guess that istrue. | would be...... my mind would be focussed normally
into that sort of activities because that is my field, | guess, yes.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Yes, and if people were to talk about more general things, that would not be
within your expertise?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes. It would be of general interest, as far as disease control and as a
citizen living here. And | would have thought that would have stayed in my
mind, but certainly, at this stage, | do not recollect anything in the time | was at
the meeting.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But, even at the end of the meeting, am | right that certainly Dr NG’s
hypothesis had not been negative to anything of the kind?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

At the end of the meeting | was not present, Mr Chairman, but at the time |
left that was still an active investigation and that was what | was going to do the
autopsies about.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

S0 people certainly...... as far as you were concerned, Dr NG's hypothesis
may well be right at that point?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Asfar as...... at that point of time, that was one of the things that had to be
investigated in depth to see if there was interplay of contamination, indirect
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human spread, and rats. | believe that that was just certainly one of the things
that needed to be investigated. | do not think you can actually come up with a
hypothesis and say it isright at that point of time. | think it is one of the things
that had to be investigated and that is what | was doing...... going to do the
autopsies.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
How many rats were caught the previous night in that area?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

The figures that | was told was there were four rats available. | did not
hear the other rat catching data. | believe that there had been some rat catching
commenced prior to that evening before that.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Were the four rats brought to your laboratory?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No. The four rats were at the Public Heath Laboratory Service
Laboratory, the Department of Health Laboratory at Shek Kip Mei at the time.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So what happened? Did you go there?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes. Yes, | had to leave the meeting and went there to collect the rats.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Now, when you were there, was there a discussion about the possible
number of ratsin that particular neighbourhood?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No. | do not recall any figures being quoted as the possible number of rats
that were present in the neighbourhood.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Did you remember the figure 400 rats at all being mentioned?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, | have been trying to rack my bran, but | certainly...... | do not
remember any figure of 400 being quoted at the time | was present and during
Mr YUEN’s presentation. | just do not...... do not remember it. It may well
have...... we were concentrating on the theory and the hypothesis, and the
possibilities, but | just do not remember the 400 being quoted.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

As far as you could remember, did any...... was there any instruction from
anybody as to what should be done with the ratsin Amoy Gardens: to catch them;
to kill them; or just to leave them there?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No. The part | clearly remember is the presentation from Mr YUEN
saying what was being done to actually catch the rats, and | do not remember any
discussion at the time | was there of them discussing further aspects. | knew
that there was a programme of pest control in Hong Kong to cover rats as well, as
mosquitoes, and cockroaches and everything else. But at the meeting | do not
remember. | think the focus was clearly on the number that were being caught,
where the traps were being set and how they could optimise the number of rats
that were actually trapped.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
But the poison for rats was not strong enough to kill them, or were they?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

There are poisons...... there are various poisons that are strong enough to
kill rats. The one that is being...... the safest one to use, as far as damage to
other animals that may contact them, is proving less effective in controlling rats
than it used to. So that is the Warfarin-type drugs which are a lot safer if an
animal happened to eat arat bait. They need to eat it continuously for several
days before the poison works.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Yes, so arat would have to be fed with that somehow?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Y es, or return to the baits over a period of time.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

So there was no discussion as to whether or not stronger poison ought to be
prepared or put there for rats?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, as | said, | just do not remember any discussion of poisons being used
or stronger poisons being used as a control measure. | clearly focussed on the
attempts that they were doing with a number of traps that were set to actually
catch live rats for investigation purposes.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Now, turning to another topic, was there any discussion that you can
remember as to the possible alarm that might have been created, as far as the
public was concerned, if they were told that rats could well be the cause of the
spread of SARS?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes?

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Was there a discussion?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| do not recall that being discussed at the time. | mean, it would be logical
if there had been discussion of the anxiety about rats in the community then that
would have been part of it, but | do not recal it, | am afraid. | have been
thinking hard about that also and | just cannot recall that at the time | was there.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Do not blame yourself because obviously you are an expert and that is why
| would expect you to have focussed on things within your expertise: autopsies,
andsoon. Right? Sodo not feel bad about it.

But, again, you cannot recall anything mentioned as to what precautions the
residents in Amoy Gardens should take, just in case rats were, indeed, the cause?
Isthat afair summary of that?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes. |thinkthatis. Aswasstated, | do not recall that.
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Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

But, in relation to these few things that you could not recall — athough you
tried very hard to think about it — it would mean logically, would you agree, that
it could have happened, or it might not have happened; you just cannot say one
way or the other?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

| cannot say one way or the other. | believe that, at that meeting, the red
focus had been on getting on and investigating the possibility, and | guess the
contingency planning would have to have considered that, but at that time | was
not present, | am sure of that.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Now, in your statement you mentioned that you had a mobile phone with
you and it was |eft on.

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

If people were to ring you while it was being engaged, so there would be a
device for them to leave a message?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Yes, yes. It has got an answering machine function as well.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Yes, but you know, of course, sometimes people just do not leave
messages?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Oh vyes...... yes. Sure, | mean, it does. It usually leaves a signal that
therehasbeenacdl...... missed call on this particular mobile | have, so | do not
recall missed calls either.

Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:

Yes, but even if there was a missed call recorded and you knew at the time,
it was not possible to trace them?
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Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
No.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Right?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
Umhum.
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming:
Yes, | have no further questions, Mr Chairman.
Thank you, Dr ELLIS.
Chairman:

Dr ELLIS, | have a very small point to clarify, particularly about the
number of rats that autopsies has been conducted. In your statement you
mentioned that the first report on your work done is on four rats. Is that
correct?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:
That is correct, yes.
Chairman:

Asfar as you know, are there any other autopsies being conducted before or
after that first report?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes, | believe there were other post-mortem examinations conducted to
collect specimens.

Chairman:
But those were not conducted by yourself?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

No, | did not conduct those ones, no.
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Chairman:

So it is only to your knowledge that some further autopsies had been
performed?

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Yes.
Chairman:

Do you know who performed those tests?
Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Asindicated in the statement, there were staff collecting or had done a post-
mortem on the rats that | took for the autopsies, so | guess it would be the same
staff, and | believe they were from the FEHD staff that were involved, yes.

Chairman:

Okay, thanks very much.
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Thank you, Dr ELLIS, for attending our hearing today. If we have further
guestions we may, in the future, seek your assistance again. So thanks very
much.

Dr Trevor Maxwell ELLIS:

Thank you.
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