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COLLECTION OF VIEWS
OF THE SPECIAL GROUP ON POLITICAL STRUCTURE

REGARDING CHAPTER FOUR
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2.1.4.2

2.1.4.3

2.1.4.4

provide for the declaration of assets in the Basic Law because public
servants at all levels {including the Chief Executive) should abide by
a more detailed set of codes for public servants or .the Chief
Executive. :

A member pointed out that the term of office of the Chief Executive
should depend on which alternative in the Annex was adopted: the term
af office should match the method of selection.

A member held.that in Article 53 the term of the new Chief Executive
was not clear. It should be stated whether the Chief Executive would
start a new term of office or complete the current term of office.

Powers

A member held that the removal of the stated officials on the
proposal by the Chief Executive to the Central Pecople’s Government for

as prescribed in Article 48 (5) seemed over-simplified. He therefore
proposed amending the provision to read: "and to propose to the
Central People's Government the removal of the above-mentioned

officials through a set procedure".

A member held that Article 48 (11) should define under what
circumstances and within what limits the Chief Executive could require
government officials to testify or give evidence before the
Legislative Council.

A member held that if according to Article 48 (11} the Chief Executive

could decide, in the light of security and public interest, a certain
official should not testify, then the Legislative Council’'s
questioning power and its power to investigate important cases would

be aftfected.

A  member noted that Article 48 (12) did not specify whether the
decision Yo pacrden persons convicted of criminal offences or commute
their penalties should be made by the Chief Executive alone or by the
Chief Executive in Council.

A member held that the provision on the "appointment, removal and
discipling of officers and the adoption of measures in emergencies”
should be more specific lest it should be possible for the Chief
Executive to abuse his/her powers in the future.

Appointment and removal of principal officials

A - member questioned whether the Chief Executive should have the power
to remove principal officials during his/her term of office.

If the Chief Executive has such power, the principal officials will
lose their independence.

If the Chief Executive does not have such power, the principal
officials should be divided into two categories:

(1) Policy-making officials -- Their terms of office should coincide
with that of the Chief Executive. ‘

(2) Executive officials -- Life appointment; they  should not be’

removed from office unless they violated the law.
The executive éuthorities

A member held that it should be stated whether the Executivé Council
is part of the executive authorities.
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