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for tobacco

sale to teens

Volunteers easily obtain cigarettes

CarolineKim

The ease with which minors can obtain
vigarcttes from vendars has renewed
calls {or tighter control on the sale of
tobacco to tecnagers.

[t follows a city check by a nongav-
ermmental organization, the Committec
on Youth Smoking Prevention, which
found that more than 80 percent of
lobaceo retailers had sold cigarettes 1o
underaged youths.

The organizalion, which sent out
student volunteers to more than 1,000
cigarclic vendors across the territoty in
June on the pretext of buying cigaretics,
said it was shocked by the findings.

“It's disappointing and shocking
that they [retailers] would sell cigarettes
o me,”" said Tiffany, 17, a volunicer,
who said she visited 20 shops.

Commiltce project manager Li
Cheong-lung urged the government o
follow the tobacco licensing policies of
other countrieb.

Fle said many of bis colleagues had

offered suggestions to the government
on how 1o deal with the problem, in-
cluding annual compliance checks on
cigarette vendors and prosecuting of-
fenders.

The commitice also revealed that
more than 50 percent of the retailers
cavered in the investigation had failed
to comply with the law on the sale of
tobacce in Hong Kong, which states
that, amony other things, **any person
affering for sale, or promoting the sale,
purchase, smoking or use of cigarcites
shall place and keep ina promincnt pos-
ition at his premises or at the place of
promotion, a sign in English and Chi-
nese 6 indicate that na cigaretle may
be sold to any person under the age of
18 years,””

Underthe Public Health Ordinunce,
offenders face fincs ranging [rom
HK$10,000 to HK325,000.

Barristcr legislator and Civic Party

member Alan Leong Kah-kit said laws -

to deter offenders in recent years have
been inadequale.

The Committee on Youth Smoking

**Whal the government can do im-
mediately is o scoure a few convictions
and ask (he courts to imposc deterrent
penalties thot would send a clear mess-
age to them.™

. Leong believes tough legal regula-
fious are pivotal in tackling the 1ssue.

Long-term measures shouldinclude
cducation pragrams for youths as well
as retailers whe may not be famitiar
with lobaceo regulations.

The Department o1 lealth s Tobac-
coControl Office said only nine tobacco
retaifers had been successfully prose-
culed since last year for selling cigar-
ttes ta minocs, with the highest fincset
at only HKS8.000.

“The Tobacco Control Otlice wili

Prevention found that more than

o

carry out thorough investigations into
any complaint received and refer any
olfense deteeted to the police for possi-
ble prosecution,”* Departmentof | lealth
spokespersen Diana Kam said.

The TCO is awaiting an amendment
to a section of the Public Healih Ordi-
nance which, it passed, would **em-
power TCO inspectors to eaforee the
law.”” ‘

Anti-smoking Jubbyists, meanwhile

have hit outat data provided by the Cen-

sus and Statistics Dypurunent which
claits that cases of smoking by under-
aged youths had dropped from 65.7
percentin 2000 to 61.5 percent in 2003,

Maggie Lan Ka-wai, an instructor
in public and social administration at

80 percent of retailers sold tobacco to youths, KWOKYIN-HING

the City Universily of ilong kong,
disagrees with the figures.

“'Sinve the statistics refiect only data
collected from houschold surveys,
many children may have been reluctant
to admit to their habit in front of their
parents,”" she said.

She says that, besides law enforce-
ment hgainst cigarette retailers, parents
should educate their children on the
risks associated with smoking.

The Census and Statistics Depart-
ment reported last year that only 3.5
percent of the population in the 15-19
age bracket were smokers. [n the main-
lamd. it is cstimated about 100 million
smokers in the country arc under 18,
caroline.kim@singtacnewscorp.com



HONG KONG/DELT

Loy

TR

- o
R P

Retailers told not to sell
cigarettes to minors

By Teddy Ng

Four out of every five shops sell ciga-
rettes to the under-age contravening
the law, hence a licensing system is
needed to regulate tobacco products
sellers.

These are the findings of a survey
conducted by the Committee on
Youth Smoking Prevention between
July 2 and August 8.

The committee sent 33 youth
volunteers aged between 13 and
17 years to 1,249 retailers to buy
cigarettes and determine whether
they violated the Smoking (Public
Health) Ordinance, which carried
a fine of up to HKS25.000.

The youngsters were sold ciga-
rettes by &1.1 per cent of the retailers,
with 79.2 per cent not even bothering
to ask their age. Shockingly, 24 re-
tailers gave them the cigarettes even
after realizing they were below 18,

Newspaper vendors were the least
strict in their sales habits. with 91.4
percent not respecting the law. They
were followed by groceries (91.4 per
cent) and restaurants (85,8 per cent).
Convenience stores had the highest
compliance rate. even though only
49.8 per cent fellowed the law.

QOne of the velunteers, 17-vear-old
Carol, was shocked by the results and
by the attitude of 1the retailers. Even

after she told some of the retailers
that she wouldn't buy the cigarettes
after being given a pack, they en-
couraged her to “try™.

“The retatlers asked me to go to
their shop the next time I needed
cigarettes,” Carol said.

Legislator Alan Leong urged the
health authorities to intensify checks
and prosecution. Only one person
was prosecuted in 2004. The figure
roseto nine between January 2005 to
July 2006. “The authorities are leni-
ent. The retailers are not deterred.”
Leoag said.

Committee vice-chairman Tho-
mas Tse sees a licensing system as a
necessity. Retailers selling cigarettes
to the under-age should be fined and
have their licences suspended, he
said. Tse urged the government to
hold more educational programmes
for retailers so that all of them be-
come familiar with the law.

A survey conducted by the com-
mittee in 2005 had showed that 70
per cent of young smokers bad their
first cigarette between the age of 10
and 14,

Tse said the trend was worrving
and immediate action needed to
be taken. “It's easy for children to
buy cigarettes. We age dissatisfied
with the retailers. More and more
youngsters will smoke if this trend
continues,” he said.
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cigarettes to minors

Government and
police criticised for
not enforcing ban
on tobacco sales
Patsy Moy

The government and the police
have come under fire for tumning a
hlind eye tn the sale of cigarettes to
minors after a survey found nearly
B0 per cent of outlets were willing to
scll them to under age cuslomers.

News stands, grocery stores and
restaurants were identified as the
most likely (o violate the Smoking
{Public Hralth} Ordinance, which
hans the sales of twbacen to those
under 18, according to the survey
carried gut by the Committee on
Youth Smoking Prevention,

The organisation, which is fund-
ed hy ke tobacco indusury, sent
about 30 volunteers aged 13 1o 17 to
huy cigarettes at 1.249 putlets across
Heng Kong. [1 said the study was the
first of its lind in the city.

Volunteer Carole, 15, said ane
shopkeeper 10ld her 10 come back
faler after she claimed she did not
have enough money.

The arganisation’s project marn-
ager Li Cheang-lung described the
findings as “outrageous”, saying the
situation was worse than he had
imagined.

“We know some shops do not
botiier tn comply with the faw, but
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we did not expect as many as 80 per
cent completety ignored it,” Mr Li
sazd.

Ofthe 1,243 outlets visited by the
wolunicers, 79.2 per cent were will-
ing to sell cigareties without cheek-
ing Ltheir ages. Ancther 24 cutlets
did se even they thought they knew
the customers were under age.

The organisalion’s vice-chait-
man, Tse Lin-chung, said the survey
showed that both the police and the
Department of Health’s Tobacco
Conirol Ofice had failed 1o enforce
the law, Under the custent law, the
sale ofcigareties to anynne under 18
is an offence, punishable with a fine
of up to HK$25,000.

The Tobaceo Control Office said
last night it had received 47 com-
plaints aboul the sale of tobacco 1o
minors between January last year
and July this year, The olfice had re-
ferred cases to police and there had

WHERE THERE'S MONEY, THERE'S A WAY

Teenngers can atways grt a pulf If they bave a lew doflars in their
pockets. Form Five student Peter Chan, who has been smoking since
he was 14, shvays knows where to get cigaretics.

“Some older shop assistants at convenience siores might check
my &g o ask for my Kientity card when [ bay cgarettes, but the
younger onés nevet bother,” the 17-year-old said. "Newssiands never
iet their customers down ard my friends and T gever have a problem
when we buy dgarettes from thern, The most imporiant thing is
money. When you have money, there is always a way to buy

dgarettes.”

He said sorne small sniack stores alsn sold o es to tecnagers
without checldng their ages. “Some stores mvfyt:manandlﬂm
buy just one or two cigareites, and it Is cheap — only HK$2 for one
clgarette. We do not even have 10 think about where to hide ouwr
cigarettes when we cannot finish the whole packet™

The young smaker sakd he was not wortied ahout tighter controls
on the sale of dgareties to minors because he could get what he
wanted across the border. “You can buy whatever you want in
Shenzhen My fiends and 1 can just make a short trip there and truy
:ajb&tmnmining 10 packets and share thern amongst oursehes,” be

We ahways dress up nicely when we go 10 buy Ggarettes acroas
the borer, Custom officers cannot check an every raveller coming
bearde 80 Hiwrwr Kemo avvoway W will nar ha bnwied oacfio ™ domee Fam

been nine convictions in the same
period, with the highest penalty
being a fine of HK$8,000.

But the youth organisation said
the acton was not cnough and
called for a licensing system for our-
iets selling tobacco. I also urged @
ban on those that failed to compiy
with the law.

Mr Tse said tackling (eenage
smoking was essential in 1obacca
conirol as previous studies had
shawn that about 70 pex cent of
young stonkers took their Grst pufl
between the ages of 10 and 14, with
the youogest being four years old,

Olficial figures teleased last
maonth showed Hong Kong had
£39,900 smakers aged 15 and older-
accounting for 14.8 per cent of the
population.

The figures also indicated that
58.6 per cent of regular smaokers
took up the habit between the ages
of 10 and 19, according to the Coun-
il on Smoking and Healih, the
city's top amti-tobacco agency
funded by the government.

The agency tefused o comment
oa the scientific basis of the study,
but its executive direclor, Wan Wai-
yee, said effective measunes 10 com-
bat teenage smoking included a
complete smoking ban in alt public
areas ko promote an anti-tobacco
culture and an increase in the 1o-
bacco tax

“Teenagers are the most sensi-
live ta prices. They would choose
not to smoke il they cannotafford it
It would be mare effective 1o stop
teen smoking by promaling a
smoke-free culture in Hong Kong.”

72 TALKBACK
What mare can be done to
stop the sale of cigarettes

to minoers?

Send your commenis to

raikback@scmp.com
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| “THE SOONER THE

BETTER FOR
BAN ON SMOKING

The Smoking (Public Health)
{Amendment} BRIl which will
ban smaldng in indoor
workplaces, restaurants,
billiard cooms, karaoke
venues and bars open to ali
ages, will go through its
second and third readings in
the Leglslative Councii when
the legisfalive ycar resumes
next montu

The new law, which Is

ed 10 come into effect
on January 1, has come
under altack from the
cafering and enteriainment
Industries, which claim i will
undermine their businesses.

The law wilt be extended
10 cover bars open only Lo
those aged 18 and older,
mahjong parlours,
commercial bath houses.,
mansage establishmenta,
mahjong clubs and
nighiclubs on July 1, 2009.

The government Is also
considering expanding the
ban to parks and beaches,

Council on Smoking and
Health exccutive director
Wan Wai-yee said the sooner
the ban came Into force the
better to protect the whole
community from the harm
of second-hand smake.

Legislator Kwok Ka-id,
who represents the medical
sector, sald Legco was acting
as quickly as it could o (nm
Hong Kong into a smoke-
free city. But Dr Kwok said
he was disappointed that the
government was not yet
reary to ban misleading
cigaretie tradenarks such as
light and mild.

The Health, Welfare and
tood Bureau sakd new
mistending trademarks
would not be allowed aftex
the smoking bill was
gazetied. But thete were no
plans 10 ban existing brands
because tn do sa would
infringe on registered
irademarks.

Ln April, the bureau also
proposed 10 Legeo's bills
committee « fixed-penalty
system Lo impose a HES1,500
fine on smokers who light up
In non-smoking areas.

The proposal won support
from ant-smoking

* advocates, who say it will

save court time. Currendy.
smokers brought before a
court can be fined up to
E(K$5,000, but are usually
fined only HKS500 10
HKSG00. Passy May






