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28/F,, 230 Wanchai Road
Hong Kong )
(Tel: 2574.5399)

pr. Patrick Ho
sccretary for Home Affairs *
Home Affairs Burezu 3
§/F., Central Government Offices o
West Wing, Central e b}
Hong Kong o 1
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Dear Dr. Ho, -
m
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On behalf of the Hong Kong Federation of Designers, [ am writing 10 propose 2 m
meeting with your ¢steem to discuss a proposition on the Design Museum in West :
Kowloon Districet. o
<
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As design Is 2 unique culture 1o Hong Kong.  And I know your division has begin
doing researches on it, 1 do hope your estcem could spare some time with the -
representatives from our industsry to discuss on this praject. 2'::‘: vg
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GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT
BERAD HOME AFFAIRS BUREAU
ERSRA ath|i‘<liw.meg:#
BEERBRERT—F e e House Sereety
FREBEHSETEAR Contral, Hong Keng.
FRAW OUR REP
RHIM YOUR REF :
X STELND . 281028
WK FAXLINE 2526 403
31 December 2002
Mr Freeman Lau
Chief Secretary

Hong Kong Federation of Designers
28/F, 230 Wanchai Road
Hong Kong

Thank you for your letter of 23 December 2002, requesting a
meeting with Dr Ho on the possibility of estabhishing 2 Design Museum
in West Kowloon Cultural District.

Before we further consider this proposal, we¢ would wish to
obtain further information about this idea. For instance, we are
interested to know the proposed scale and scope of this museum, the
cxpected capital and recurrent cost, and the experience in other major
international citics. These information would be useful for us to do an
assessment.

My colleagues in the Bureau will touch base with you in due
course to foliow up on this issue.

May I take this opportunity wishing you a Happy and Prosperous -
. r
%w’-f sk
(Vincent Fung)

Administrative Assistant to
Secretary for Home Affairs

2003!



Notes of Meeting on Proposed Design Museum

Date  : Wednesday, 26 February 2003

Time : 6:00 p.m.

Venue : Conference Room 16A, LCSD Headquarters

Present

Mr.

Gerard C. C. Tsang,
Chief Curator (Heritage & Museum Services) - Chairman

. Ho Kam-chuen,

Curator (Heritage & Museum Services) - Secretary

. Judy Chan,

Curator (Heritage Museum)

. Fong Ngai,

Assistant Secretary (Culture)1, Home Affairs Bureau

. Christopher Chow,

Chief Executive, Hong Kong Design Centre

. Alan Yip,

Chairman, Hong Kong Designers Association

. Rowena U,

Vice Chairman, Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association

. Tony Price,

Chairman, The Chartered Society of Designers

. Law Kwok-kee,

President, Industrial Designers Association of Hong Kong

. Kan Tai-keung,

Museum Adviser (Design)

. Hon Bing-wah,

Museum Adviser (Design)

Prof. Yanta Lam,

Museum Adviser (Design)-

Mr. Max Cheung,

Museum Adviser (Design)
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ftem 1.

Item 2

Item 3

Item 4

Item 5

Purpose of Meeting

1. The Chairman thanked all participants for their strong support for
the establishment of a Design Museum at the West Kowloon Reclamation
Site.  Since an Invitation for Proposal exercise would be launched

world-wide in June 2003, the final provision of cultural facilities, including
museums, would be subject to viable proposals from developers. The
purpose of the meeting was to gather views on special aspects relating to the
establishment of a proposed design museum.

Views from Hong Kong Federation of Designers

2. Views from the Federations of Designers contained in a letter from
Mr. Freeman Lau dated 20 February was tabled for members’ consideration
(at Appendix I).

Mission of the Design Museum

3. Members agreed that the Design Museum should be an authority in
design excellence. It should promote excellence in the design trade by
exemplary displays, provide a convenient resource for designers, encourage
public and student interest in the design trade, and be a forum for ideas
exchanges and activities and a source of creative inspiration for all. Tt
should be a living museum to create excitement on contemporary design. It
would eventually promote creative industry and derive economic as well as
cultural benefits.

Collection Focus

4, It was agreed that the design collection should focus on Hong Kong.
However, works by Hong Kong designers in overseas countries and regions
outside Hong Kong should also be included as well as selected works by non-
Hong Kong designers who have significant influence on Hong Kong design.

Collection Transfer

5. The Chairman explained that the Heritage Museum had been
building up a comprehensive collection of Hong Kong design works and an
archive which would form the nucleus for the future Design Museum. A
member expressed reservation on the transfer of donated design items in a
government museum to a museum operated by a private developer. The
Chairman explained that in considering a transfer of custody, the government
should be satisfied that the new custodian would be professionally competent
to do so and that donors” wishers would be honoured.



Item 6.

[tem 7.

Item 8.

Item 9.

Museum Facilities

6. Members proposed that the museum should have galleries on Hong
Kong design history, temporary exhibition galleries for thematic shows and
international competitions, a special gallery for new media displays,
multi-purpose lecture theatre, seminar rooms, a library and archive, a museum
shop and a café.

Museum Shop

7. Members stressed the importance of the Museum Shop which
should be treated seriously like a museum gallery. Products to be sold
there should be highly selective to maintain the authoritative status of -
the Design Museum and direct curatorial supervision would be required.

Mode of Operation

8. While it was too early to predict the mode of governance and
operation for the Design Museum, it was understood that the Museum
would present a mixed programme of local and overseas exhibitions,
and self-curated and guest-curated shows.

Any Other Business

9. The Chairman thanked members for their time and valuable
suggestions. He requested that further views and relevant overseas design
museum information be sent to him urgently by fax for reference.

10. The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Heritage and Museum Services Division
Leisure and Cultural Services Department
Ref. File: LCS 1/HM 057/01 11

27 February 2003
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fHE : 2422-0732
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