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“3+3+4” New Academic Structure

The New Academic Structure for Senior Secondary
Education will better prepare students for further learning
and work with enhanced language and mathematical
abilities, a broadened knowledge base, better critical
thinking, independent learning and interpersonal skills, and
sufficient exposure to other learning experiences in moral,

civic, physical and aesthetic areas.
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Our society is very supportive of the New Academic
Structure for Senior Secondary Education and Higher
Education (“3+3+4”) as seen in the consultation led by the
Education and Manpower Bureau from October 2004 to
January 2005.

The Primary 5 students in 2004/05 school year will be the
first cohort to enjoy the new academic structure which will
start from 2009/10 school year as announced in the Report
on “3+3+4” released in May 2005. The report can be
found on the website: http://www.emb.gov.hk.

This first cohort of new senior secondary (NSS) students
will leave school in 2012; those who enter university will

enjoy a 4-year undergraduate programme.
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Six- Year Secondary Education for ALL

Under the new “3+3+4” academic structure:

ALL students will enjoy six years of secondary education.

ALL students will have a Senior Secondary Student Learning
Profile including results in the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary
Education (HKDSE) examination and other achievements during

the senior secondary years.

A Balanced and Diversified NSS Student
Programme for Whole-Person Development

What qualities do we expect from students in the 21* century?

*  Good ability in languages and mathematics

e A broadened knowledge base

*  Independent learning and interpersonal skills

*  Good exposure in moral, civic, physical and aesthetic areas,
and work-related experiences

* Lifelong learning skills

4

ALL students will have a better opportunity
to succeed in life




e e New Senior Secondary Student Programme
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(D NIAi%WBEIE —— PGS ~ BRAGEY ~ (I) 4 core subjects Chinese Language, English Language,

B kzimu s Mathematics and Liberal Studies
R WS E ? What is Liberal Studies?
o BN S LR R e Liberal studies helps students develop multi-perspectives and critical
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thinking skills and a broadened knowledge base to complement the
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8 Key Learning Areas (KLAs) and other learning experiences in the

8.7 G 3 Ko HAh B R SRR 5 2 B AR AR B BUR - NSS education.
N2 n N g . . n S ° 1 1 (0) 1 .
. @ﬁﬁk?ﬁﬁﬂ'(“ﬁ 2 10%) et Vi Liberal Studies (10% of total lesson time) has 3 areas of study
. . - Self and Personal Development
— BB A =

- Society and Culture
— fherE ik - Science, Technology and the Environment
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(ID) 2-3 fiEEri — (II) 2 to 3 electives

2’10l 20 s BEkz / ov—RIIEES Students may choose 2 to 3 electives from 20 NSS
mASMAED - %=iZ 2-3 fliliRlA o subjects and/or a wide range of courses from Career-

oriented Studies (COS).

R EREE T ? What is Career-oriented Studies?

o TR EEHEAAERER NBEES D, Bl S *  COS gives students applied and experiential learning, which suit
B {0 AR LA B0 B ) o LA o L300 e ol the differe.nt interests and lea.rnin.g capabilities of studeths.

ot N R Students will also develop generic skills when they start learning

RO - AR A R 3L AR S - the professional or vocational knowledge.

o IREE M ZLE AR kS A BE ) 2 AR o *  The COS courses are open to students of all abilities.

o MRFEE BN MY XA ENGEE I EE *  COS courses will be quality assured, accredited and recognised
ST AR S AR R o for post-secondary studies.

*  Schools may collaborate with external partners or each other in
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offering COS courses to broaden choices for students.
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(III) Other learning experiences -

Students will also enjoy other learning experiences,
including moral and civic education, community
services, aesthetic and physical activities and work-
related experiences such as job attachment.

The Choice is Yours

Illustrations:

Student A

Opts for 3 NSS elective subjects, e.g. Physics, Information and Communication

Technology, and Economics, in addition to the 4 core subjects.

Student B
Opts for 2 NSS elective subjects, e.g. Science and Visual Arts, in addition

to the 4 core subjects.

Student C
Opts for one NSS elective subject and one COS course, e.g. Geography

and one COS course on design, in addition to the 4 core subjects.

Study of these subjects will be complemented by structured experiences
arranged by schools including community services, physical and aesthetic

activities and exposure to the world of work.
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Senior Secondary Student Learning Profile

There will be a Senior Secondary Student Learning Profile for every
student to reflect his/her achievements for the whole senior

secondary education.

Senior Secondary Student Learning Profile

e Results of school internal assessment

*  HKDSE Results (including School-based Assessment)
*  Awards in COS courses (if any)

e Other learning experiences

*  Other achievements/awards and significant activities

The student learning profile of students with special educational needs
not adopting the curriculum for ordinary schools will be based largely
on their individualised education programmes in the last 3 years

of secondary education.

University Admission Requirements and

International Recognition

Universities in Hong Kong indicated their support for Chinese
Language, English Language, Mathematics and Liberal Studies to be
considered as mandatory requirements for university entrance.
Individual universities will provide further details of their general
admission requirements in mid-2005 and specific requirements at the

faculty / programme level in mid-2000.

Action is in hand to get international recognition for the Hong Kong
Diploma of Secondary Education from major universities overseas which

enrolled Hong Kong students.



mBEFragsnhihiRiERE - Multiple Progression Pathways for ALL -
Continuing for Higher Degree and Further
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Qualifications
HrEL | B R fEE 20 E AT EY > ITEEF AL The new academic structure will provide better articulation and smoother post-
AT & R B S A - 5 F R 1% secondary pathways for all young people to study and work and to succeed in life.
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Investing in the Future

The Government is fully committed to investing in the new academic

structure :

We will put in $3.5 billion for infrastructure at higher education
institutions and modifications in some schools and $4.4 billion for
curriculum development and preparation at secondary schools and
higher education institutions. As for the additional $1.8 billion for
recurrent cost for the new undergraduate programmes, we are looking

for your support to cover part of it.

For the secondary school sector, we need to invest an additional
recurrent cost of $900 million. This will be offset against savings from
effective use of resources by adjusting the number of classes due to the
foreseeable decline in the overall number of secondary students over

the next 10 years.

The unit cost of senior secondary places will rise because of more
investment and the smaller number of students. We will recover only

18% of the cost from school fees.
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When will students enjoy the “3+3+4” ?
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For more information about the new academic structure, please visit our website :

http://www.emb.gov.hk
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AR B NEF ST » BEEBFES AR LW The reform of the new academic system will succeed when the whole

HEEE » TAHAOERE  GARAN > HKAXE T — community of Hong Kong contribu‘tes their o‘affo‘rt, collaborates to
support each other and takes up their responsibility for the good of

A - our next generation.

A AGEAE B F SRR AR R T B 5 AR 21 R EF We are committed to maintaining a continuing dialogue with you

B2 s Bom & A AR AR o R R R throughout the preparation for the reform. Please send us your views and
] suggestions by:

e THBH : cdchk@emb.gov.hk *  E-mail : cdchk@emb.gov.hk

e {HE : 9573 59299 / 2575 4318  Fax : 25735299 /25754318

. jon Mail : Council & Secondary Section,
o W EHUEET o

Curriculum Development Institute,

S JERIER 213 9i Education and Manpower Bureau,
HH K E 13 48 13/E, Wu Chung House,
HEGER 213 Quf.:ens Road East,

i Wanchai, Hong Kong
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e e

e lax 2y 1
HERER Education and Manpower Bureau

CEEFAETH May 2005
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