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8 January 2005 
 
 
The Hon Andrew Cheng Kar Fu 
Chairman 
Legislative Panel on Health Services  
Legislative Council 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Cheng 
 

Proposed Amendments to Smoking (Public Health) Ordinance 
 
We write to offer the general support of this department of public health medicine to the 
Government’s proposals to strengthen the tobacco control ordinance. 
 
In view of the large and widespread epidemic of disease caused by both active and passive 
smoking, these measures should be regarded as a medic al emergency in this community. 
 
We believe that it is very important for honorable members of Legco to recognize that there is 
a net economic loss to Government and the public sector from the harm caused by tobacco.  
We shall demonstrate later this year that revenues from tobacco duty are greatly exceeded by 
the losses due to health care, reduced productivity and loss of life. 
 
All workplaces must be smoke-free.  In particular it is vitally important that all workers in the 
hospitality industry are fully protected from exposures to second hand smoke.  In particular 
there should be no exemptions for any premises, including bath houses and mahjong parlours.  
This part of the proposal is seriously flawed.  There are at least two major reasons for this 
argument: 
 

First, we have shown that all non-smoking Hong Kong workers in premises which 
permit smoking have high levels of tobacco breakdown products in their body fluids 
(Report attached).  These highly toxic compounds will predictably damage major 
organs including blood vessels, the heart, lungs and reproductive system. 
 
As shown by previously concealed research carried out by the Philip Morris tobacco 
company, second hand smoke (mostly sidestream smoke from the burning tip of a 
cigarette) is qualitatively different and even more poisonous than mainstream smoke. 
 
Second, the risks from second-hand smoke are is the same for everyone, including 
smokers.  The risks of exposure to second-hand smoke are high for everyone who 
breathes it. 
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There are no ethical, commercial or other societal reasons why any group of workers in 
Hong Kong should be knowingly and deliberately poisoned and exposed to the risks of 
heart and lung disease, stroke, cancers and, in pregnant mothers, damage to the unborn 
child.  
 
We urge the Health Services Panel to take a fully evidence-based and public health approach 
to the prevention of the epidemic of tobacco-induced disease.  
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
(signed) 
 
 
Anthony J Hedley MD Sarah M McGhee PhD 
Chair Professor Associate Professor 

 
Tobacco Control Research and Policy Unit  

Department of Community Medicine 
The University of Hong Kong 

 
 
 
 
Encl: Reports (in English and Chinese) on the risks of fatal heart disease and cancer in 

catering workers exposed to second hand smoke.  
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