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LC Paper No. CB(2)1742/04-05(02) 
 
The Administration’s Responses to the Issues Raised at the Bills Committee 
Meeting on 27 May 2005 
 
 
2 (a) adding “and Health” after “Medical” under clause 3; 
 
We do not intend to amend the short title of the Ordinance.  As explained in previous 
contexts, we consider that the short title mainly serves to identify a particular piece of 
legislation, and the title, as it is, is sufficiently clear for this purpose.  We have 
proposed to amend the long title of the Ordinance to reflect precisely the scope of the 
Ordinance (when amended).   
 
2 (b) improving the Chinese version of the definition of “orally consumed 
product” to make it more in line with its English version under clause 4; 
 
Taking into consideration suggestions made by the Members, we consider that slight 
improvement to the Chinese version of the definition may be made, and a Committee 
Stage Amendment for the definition has been presented to Members separately.  
 
2 (c) qualifying the term “any similar claim” under clause 5; 
 
Taking into consideration suggestions made by the Members, we consider that slight 
improvement to the Chinese version of the definition may be made, and a Committee 
Stage Amendment for the definition has been presented to Members separately.  
 
2 (d)  specifying the rank/grade of public officer authorised to be an inspector for 
the purposes of carrying out the enforcement work under clause 8; and 
 
3.(a) qualifications required of the inspector referred to in clause 8 and the 
powers given to the inspector under the same clause; 
 
The public officers who may be authorised to be inspectors under Clause 8 are mainly 
staff from the professional grades including pharmacists, doctors, Chinese medicine 
practitioners.  Given their registered status, professional qualifications and their 
knowledge in their respective fields, they should be in a good position to determine 
whether a certain health claim may contravene the requirements as set out in the 
schedule of the UMAO.  Moreover, briefing will be arranged for them to ensure they 
are familiarized with the conduct of enforcement actions.   
 
3 (b) circumstances under which the Administration had to pay for the taking of 
samples of packaging and labels and copies of advertisements under clause 
8(2)(c). 
 
The proposed section 8(2)(c) does not require the inspector to pay for the copies of 
advertisements which are taken as is reasonably necessary for the purpose of the 
inspection.  We consider that this approach should be reasonable since the inspector 
only requires a small amount of copies of advertisements for the purposes of 
inspection.  In the case where the inspector needs to obtain a product (such as 
medicine, orally consumed products, surgical appliances etc) to facilitate inspection, 
the Administration is prepared to pay for the products concerned.   
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4. The Administration undertook to provide some examples in the existing 
legislation which empowered public officers, on obtaining a magistrate’s warrant, 
to enter and search premises and take possession of property for purposes of a 
prosecution.  
 
Examples in the existing legislation which empower public officers, on obtaining a 
magistrate’s warrant, to enter and search premises and take possession of property for 
purposes of a prosecution are cited at Annex (as highlighted).   
 














