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Dear Mrs Chow,

Following yesterdays’ Bills Committee meeting, 1 am seeking clarification of the
following points from the Administration and trust you could kindly assist:

1. Exemption of food items

During the consultation period following intensive lobbying the Department of
Health announced that ‘general food items’ would be exempt, but did not
define the term.

Can the Administration confirm that general food items will remain exempt
from the entire Amendment Bill and clearly define what is included in
‘general food items’ and what is not ?

A!l prepackaged food is covered by the Food Labelmg Regulations which
el i Mhe fo diame or deslgaadon stiall ne ve D00, sl o
deceptive in any respect as to the nature of the food™. We consider therefore
that protection for purchasers already exists for unsubstantiated claims on food

34ams.

Substantiated claims are important to give consumers the information they
need to make healthy choices when food shopping.

Health Foods

There was consideratle debate yesterday about “health foods’. I consider it
inappropriate to discuss health foods with a view t - this Bill, when to my
kiiowledge, the term ‘health food’ has yet to be defined; for example:

Does “health food’ tnclude:

Low fat margarine or low fat instant noodles 7
Oatmeal 7

Low calorie foods (eg. Weight Watcher range) ?
All food that 1s not ‘unhealthy’ (by defimtion) ?

I trust the above are not considered “health foods’ merely because they are
*healthy’.
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If the ‘health food” is a “food’ then it is already covered by the food labeling
regulations as described in (1).

Can the Administration provide an appropriate definition of the term ‘health
food’ if it is referred to in any way in this bill ?

Thank you for your assistance in seeking clanfication for these points

Yours Sincerely,

AR,

Peter Johnston

Chartered Scientist
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For A. S. Watson Group (HK) Limited
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