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Bills Committee on
Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2005

Administration’s response to issues raised
at the Bills Committee meeting on 10 June

Smoking Prohibition Arrangements at Cross-boundary Ferry Terminals

PURPOSE

This paper is to inform Members of the smoking prohibition
arrangements at the two cross-boundary ferry terminals in Hong Kong.

MEMBERS’ QUESTION

2. At the above meeting, Members requested clarification on whether
the smoking room in the China F erry Terminal building in Tsim Sha Tsui is
to be regulated under the Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2005
(“the Bill”).

ADMINISTRATION’S RESPONSE

Present situation

3. There are at present two cross-boundary ferry terminals which serve as
boundary control points, namely the Macau Ferry Terminal (MFT) at
Sheung Wan and the China Ferry Terminal (CFT) at Tsim Sha Tsui. The
ferry routes operated at MFT are mainly between Hong Kong and Macau, as
well as other destinations, including Zhongshan, Zhuhai, Nansha and
Shenzhen. At the CFT, the majority of the ferry routes are plying the Pearl
River Delta (PRD) to 17 different destinations in Guangdong. There are
also ferry services to Xiamen in Fujian Province and Macau. A list of the
current cross-boundary ferry services’ routes and voyages at these two
terminals is at Annex A.

Smoking prohibition arrangements

4, According to section 4(1) of the Smoking (Public Health)
Ordinance, no person shall smoke or carry a lighted cigarette, cigar or pipe
in a public transport carrier. Paragraph 10 of Schedule 1 to the Ordinance
stipulates that smoking is prohibited in “those parts of a ferry vessel
operated under a franchise or a licence granted under the Ferry Services
Ordinance (Cap. 104) opened, kept or used for or in connection with the
carriage of passengers or to which the passengers have or are permitted to



have access”. The Ferry Services Ordinance (Cap. 104) does not apply to
ferry services at the MFT and CFT.

5. According to the Marine Department that in consideration of
segregating the smokers from the non-smoking passengers, at the MFT, a
total of five smoking areas are assigned for smokers at the departure lounge
of the inner pier and the outer pier of the terminal. Smoking is otherwise
prohibited within the terminal. At the CF T, an enclosed room with isolated
ventilation is assigned at the departure area for smokers. The relevant floor
plans showing the location of the smoking areas at the two terminals are at
Annexes B and C. Although ferry vessels operating at MFT and CFT are
not licensed under the Ferry Services Ordinance, we understand from ferry
operators that smoking has already been banned in indoor areas of vessels.

The Bill

6. Under the Bill, it is proposed that while the majority of indoor areas
in non-residential buildings will have to go smokefree, some places will be
exempted from the smoking ban on human rights, privacy and enforceability
grounds.  These include, among others, smoking rooms in airport
passenger terminals. The proposed exemption is based on the
consideration that passengers awaiting departure within the restricted areas
at the airport terminals are not allowed to freely move in and out of that area
for security reasons. It is therefore impracticable to require them to smoke
in outdoor area while awaiting departure.

7. The question then arises as to whether similar exemption should be
given to the smoking areas in two cross-boundary ferry terminals having
regard to the fact that passengers awaiting departure at the ferry terminals
are in a similar state as those awaiting departure at the airport.

Considerations

8. We note that the smoking area at CFT is an enclosed room whereas
the smoking areas at MFT are not fully enclosed. We also note that the
journey times of the ferry routes operated at these two terminals vary
considerably. The journey time for ferry service between Hong Kong and
Macau is about one hour on average whereas those between Hong Kong and
cities in the PRD vary between one to four hours,

9. In the light of the above, we will further discuss with the Marine
Department and other relevant parties including the ferry companies
whether smoking is to be totally prohibited at the two cross-boundary ferry
terminals. We will report to the Bills Committee in due course.



ADVICE SOUGHT

10. The Bills Committee is invited to note the Administration’s
response.

Health, Welfare and Food Bureay
July 2005



Cross-boundary Ferry Services

Annex A

Routes and Voyages (June 2005)
7

CKS
CMS
CSL
EPF

STC
XUE

Macau Ferry Terminal China Ferry Terminal
Voyage Time Voyage Time
CKS CKS | Dou Men 2LFH 2 hr 10 min
Gao Ming ! =HE 3 hr
Gong Yi ® INZE 2 4 hr
He Shan 2l 2 br 30 min
Hu Men BHEEFEFY | 1 hr 40 min
Jiang Men JILFS 2 hr 30 min
i Lian Hua Shan  EEFf|L 1 br 40 min
Ping Zhou SR | 2hr 45 min
San Bu * = 4 br 30 min
Shun De ETE 1 br 50 min
Zhao Qing 2 3 hr 50 min
Zhong Shan ([ (1 hr 30 min Zhong Shan ==igf 1 hr 30 min
Zhu Hai ZR¥g |1 hr 5 min Zhu Hai Bk 1 hr 5 min
CMS | She Kou BET (1 hr CMS | She Kou? BE] s 1 hr
CSL | Shan Tou VIEE] 14 hr
EPF | Nan Sha ¥ |1 br 15 min EPF | Nan Sha BEY 1 hr 15 min
NWEF NWF | Macau Ry 1 hr
STC | Macau P51 hr STC
Shen Zhen  ¥EHI[ |1 hr Shen Zhen wHi 1 hr
XUE | Xia Men 20 hr
EF3

Chu Kong Shipping Enterprises (Holdings) Company Limited EBRITHATSZ (£H) GEAT

China Merchants Shipping & Enterprises Company Limited EEEIBECEEREANT

Conning Shipping Limited EENBEEEREANT

Expert Fortune Limited EEBER/AT]

New World First Ferry Services (Macau) Limited FHAEERRE (BY) SREAF
Shun Tak — China Travel Ship Management Limited EERIRMEEESRAE

Xiamen United Enterprises (H.K.) Limited Ef=FiZ (%) §BAE

Notes: 1. The CKS ferry service is bound for Gao Ming and stopping-over at He Shan.
2. The CKS ferry service is bound for San Bu and stopping-over at Gong Yi
3. CMS provides ferry service to She Kou with both Dynamically Supported Craft and a conventional passenger vessel (as from May 2005)

June 2005
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