
 
 

23rd Floor, Two Pacific Place, 88 Queensway, Hong Kong 
Tel: (852) 2825 1600                Fax: (852) 2524 6259 

 

August 31, 2005 LC Paper No. CB(2)2660/04-05(01) 
 
Honorable Andrew Cheng Kar-foo 
Chairman 
Bills Committee on Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2005 
Room 303, Oi Wo House 
Tai Wo Estate 
Tai Po 
New Territories 
 
Dear Mr. Cheng: 

 
Further to our letter to you dated August 5, in which we request our participation in the Bills 
Committee’s public consultation on the Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2005, we 
respectfully submit this letter to provide a summary of our views on the key regulatory issues 
which are under consideration in the Amendment Bill or which we believe could further 
advance the objectives of the Amendment Bill. 
 
During our recent meetings with the various members of the Bills Committee, we discussed 
a range of issues on which we were invited to submit our views (please see the attached 
position paper which was submitted to the Health Welfare & Food Bureau in November 
2004). This letter reiterates our support for comprehensive regulation and focuses on three 
points where we wish to further discuss with the Bills Committee during the public 
consultation session on October 6, 2005. These points are: (1) health warnings, (2) 
descriptors, and (3) youth smoking prevention.  
 
1. Health Warnings: We believe that all cigarette packages should contain a clear and 

conspicuous health warning and we defer to the Government on the content of the 
warnings, whether text and/or graphic health warnings. Warnings should make clear the 
health effects of smoking, while allowing us sufficient space to continue to communicate 
to the adult smokers who choose to continue to smoke. If the Bills Committee is 
considering graphic health warnings, we suggest considering overseas experience, 
including Brazil and Australia.  Both countries have strict tobacco control laws, including 
graphic health warnings, but also allow manufacturers sufficient space to communicate 
our brands. 

 
2. Descriptors: Rather than banning the use of certain words on packs, such as “lights”, 

“mild”, or “ultra light” which adult smokers use to differentiate taste and flavour of 
cigarette brands, we would support regulations requiring all manufacturers to provide 
consumers with additional information about the health risks of smoking, emphasizing 
that there is no safe cigarette, and tell consumers they should not assume that lower tar 
cigarettes are safer or less harmful for them. Since 2003, we have voluntarily provided 
this type of additional health information on product packaging and/or in advertisements 
in a number of countries in Europe, Latin America and Asia.  This initiative was launched 
in Hong Kong in November 2004. We also suggest the Bills Committee to consider 
overseas experience on this issue, including Japan and Mexico, both countries require 
cigarette manufacturers to print additional information on packs reminding adult smokers 



 

 
 
 
 

that there is no safe cigarettes or that they should not assume that “lights” or “mild” 
cigarettes are safer. 

 
3. Youth Smoking Prevention: We do not want children to smoke, and we support 

regulations and strict enforcement thereof aimed at preventing youth from smoking.   We 
support clear designation of a specific government entity such as the Tobacco Control 
Office to carry out enforcement of the minimum age regulation. We would also support 
the introduction of a licensing system for retailers so as to address the issue of youth 
having access to cigarettes.  

 
As stated in our recent discussions with the various parties and our previous submissions, 
we support the decision of the Hong Kong SAR Government to supplement the Smoking 
(Public Health) Ordinance and, in fact, we support many of the provisions of the Amendment 
Bill. We only ask that the Government do so in a way that allows us to exercise our 
fundamental rights to do business in Hong Kong.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tammy Chan 
General Manager 
 
c.c. Miss Maggie Chiu, Clerk to Bills Committee, Legislative Council Secretariat  


































