LC Paper No. CB(2)1167/05-06(02)

Waste Disposal (Amendment) Bill 2005
Administration’s Response to Members’ Requests

Consultation with members of Kwai Tsing District Council (DC) on
the proposal of setting up a committee under the District Council to
monitor the modification works and operation of the Chemical Waste
Treatment Centre (CWTC)

Subsequent to the first consultation with the DC in 1997 on the
proposal to treat clinical waste at the CWTC, the government briefed DC
members in 1999 on the findings of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) which concluded that the incineration of clinical waste
was environmentally sound and safe, and the CWTC was fully equipped
to meet stringent emission standards. In response to the concern of the
DC which passed a Motion in 1999 to object to the proposed treatment of
clinical waste at the CWTC, we engaged an international expert on
clinical waste management to review the various treatment options. We
briefed the DC in 2002 on the expert findings which reconfirmed the EIA
findings that the CWTC provided a total solution to completely treat the
small amount of clinical waste in an environmentally sound and safe
manner.

2. When the Bill was submitted to the Legislative Council in May
2005, we briefed the DC at its meeting on 14 Jul 2005 about the proposal
to treat clinical waste at the CWTC to complement the proposed control
on clinical waste as provided for under the Waste Disposal (Amendment)
Bill 2005. The DC maintained its previous position and passed a
Motion "K&T DC strongly opposes the Government to transport clinical
waste to Tsing Yi for incineration.”

3. In light of the submission made by the DC to the Bills
Committee in July 2005, we further attended the DC meeting on 8
September 2005 to explain the control scheme and the stringent control
on the CWTC for the treatment of clinical waste. The DC maintained her
objection to the proposal [LC Paper No. CB(2)2638/04-05(01)].

4, During examination of the Bill, Members requested us to



consider a proposal to set up a committee under the DC to monitor the
modification works and operation of the CWTC when it started to receive
and treat clinical waste. We wrote to the DC on 23 November 2005 and
proposed to submit regular monitoring reports to the Community Affairs
Committee (CAC) of the DC, and to appoint an independent assessor to
provide expert advice to the DC on the monitoring results during the
commissioning and initial operational phase of the CWTC when it
commenced to receive and treat clinical waste. In response, the DC
Secretariat replied on 1 December 2005 indicating that both the DC
Chairman and the CAC Chairman welcomed the proposed arrangement.
[LC Paper No. CB(2)709/05-06(02)]

5. Upon Members’ further request, we wrote to the DC Secretariat
on 9 January 2006 to follow up on the detailed arrangement, and in
response, the Secretariat advised EPD that since a new Planning and
Environmental Hygiene Committee (PEHC) would soon be formed, the
proposed monitoring arrangement could be further discussed at its first
meeting to be held on 18 April 2006. A copy of the Secretariat’s letter is
at Annex 1.

6. Since we are committed to report progress on our discussion with
the DC to the Bills Committee before the 13" meeting to be held on 21
February 2005, the DC has agreed to advance the discussion on the
monitoring arrangement at the CAC meeting held on 15 February 2006.
A copy of our correspondence exchange with the DC is at Annex 2.

7. We attended the CAC meeting held on 15 February and
explained the detail monitoring proposal, a copy of which is at Annex 3.
However, the majority of its members reiterated their objection to the
proposed treatment of clinical waste at the CWTC as a whole and passed
a Motion
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8. Despite the DC maintained its position to object to the treatment
of clinical waste at CWTC, we will continue our sincere and strenuous



efforts to allay the concerns of the DC members. The Chairman of CAC
had suggested at its meeting held on 15 February 2006 for the PEHC to
take up future discussion on the subject. We will continue to discuss the
monitoring proposal with the DC members at the forthcoming meeting of
the PEHC in April 2006.

Environmental Protection Department
February 2006
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