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Central

HONG KONG

Dear Madam Chairman,
Funding for the Qualifications Framework (QF)

To be able to benefit from government subsidy, non-government funded
institutions have to have their programmes accredited by Hong Kong Council for
Academic Accreditation (HKCAA). Half of the accreditation fee would be
subsidized by EMB if the programme is successfully accredited. The
programmes have to be re-validated in 3 to 4 years' time and no subsidy would be
made by the Government. These non-government funded institutions have
requested for government subsidy for re-validation of programmes repeatedly
----- over the years (see attached).

Right now it came to our attention that EMB has provided a huge amount of
funding to HKCAA in preparing for the launching of the Accreditation of
Academic and Vocational Qualifications Bill, which has yet to be passed by the
Bills Committee. With the public interest in the Bill, can the Finance
Committee provide response to the following questions?

1. What is the total amount of funding given to HKCAA by the EMB for QF?
2. On what ground and justification is the money approved? What procedure of
decision making has been gone through? Has the decision been made on the

assumption of reduction in accreditation fee for the QF?

3. If it is because of the Qualifications Framework, why is the funding made
when the draft Bill is being examined?
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4. As the Bills Committee is still discussing the fees charged for the services
provided by the HKCAA, has this government funding been taken into
consideration in the vetting of the fee schedule proposed by HKCAA to the Bills
Committee?

5. Are all the fees charged by HKCAA required to be approved by the EMB with
justifications from HKCAA? Will this approval be extended to the QF as well?

6. Has the Director of Audit been invited to examine whether the fees charged are
commensurate with the HKCAA services provided?

7. It appears that the subsidized accreditation fees of government-subsidized
programmes and non-government subsidized programmes under the
Qualifications Framework will have different subvention schemes. - If so, we are
worried about the potential controversies similar to those for the Preschool
Education Voucher Scheme, which has different funding schemes for. non-profit
making and private kindergartens, and the Grant And Loan Scheme, which
supports the students of government and non-government funded programmes
differently. We hope the same dispute can be avoided while the Bill is still
being processed.

8. Finally, it is important that the Government can realize that the subsidy should
be made to institutions/trainees/students rather than HKCAA, who has already
accumulated a huge reserve from the expensive accreditation fees they have been
charging educational institutions over the years.

Looking forward to receiving your response.

Yours sincerely,

e

Joy Shi
President
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