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Comments on the Dentists Registration (Amendment) Bill 2005 from the 
College of Dental Surgeons of Hong Kong 
 
 
Background 
 
The College of Dental Surgeons of Hong Kong (CDSHK) was incorporated 
in February 1993.  As one of the 15 constituent Colleges and the only 
dental College of the Hong Kong Academy of Medicine (HKAM), the main 
objectives of CDSHK are: 
 

 To promote and support the objects of the HKAM; 
 To promote for the public benefit the advancement of knowledge in 

the field of dental surgery and its associated subjects (Dental 
Surgery); 

 To act as an authoritative body for the purpose of consultation on 
matters of educational or public interest concerning Dental Surgery; 
and 

 To promote training and research in Dental Surgery 
 

 
Membership of the College is divided into Fellows (including Honorary 
Fellows) and Ordinary Members. 
 
Since its inception the CDSHK has worked towards its goal of organizing 
dental specialist training pathways and setting up internationally recognized 
benchmarks for our profession.  Currently seven specialties (Orthodontics, 
Paediatric Dentistry, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Endodontics, 
Periodontology, Prosthodontics, Family Dentistry) have been recognized by 
the HKAM. Each has hosted its own Conjoint Intermediate Examination 
(with the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh) and Exit Examinations 
for College trainees. 
 
The continuing education of dental professional is also a central goal for the 
CDSHK. The College Fellows are required to achieve a minimal of 90 
Continuing Medical Education (CME) points (through professional 
education activities endorsed by the CME subcommittee) over a period of 
three years. 
 
 
Establishment of a Specialist Register 
 
Since its establishment in 1959, the Hong Kong Dental Council (HKDC) has 
been granting approval to use specialist titles to registered dentists. In the 
1980s the HKDC formally required such to have relevant post-graduate 



2 

dental qualifications followed by two years of supervised training. 
 
In 2001, the HKDC decided that only dentists with a Fellowship in Dental 
Surgery of the Hong Kong Academy of Medicine or of equivalent status 
would be considered for approval to use specialist titles. 
 
The CDSHK agrees that a statutory Specialist Register for registered dentists 
qualified in various specialty fields of dentistry be established. 
 
From the public interest point of view, unauthorized use of a specialist title is 
not only misleading but may also lead to significant health hazards. From the 
professional and ethical points of view, this may represent an unprofessional 
conduct. The CDSHK agrees that a penalty in line with the Medical 
Registration Ordinance should be appropriate. 
 
 
Establishment and composition of Education and Accreditation 
Committee (EAC) 
 
The CDSHK agrees to set up a statutory Education and Accreditation 
Committee for handling matters relating to specialist registration. 
 
The CDSHK also agrees to the composition of the EAC which ensures not 
only proper representation of the sectors concerned but also the consisting of 
members who are themselves qualified to be included in the Specialist 
Register. 
 
 
Recommendation by the HKAM 
 
The CDSHK agrees that all applications for inclusion in the Specialist 
Register, under the amended Dentists Registration Ordinance, should be 
certified by the HKAM. Suffice it to say the CDSHK welcomes the 
amendment, which gives HKAM a role parallel to that provided by the 
Medical Registration Ordinance.  
 
The CDSHK under HKAM will continue our role to monitor the statutory 
Continuing Education requirement.  
 
 
Dentists who are already on the Specialist List 
 
The CDSHK welcomes the transitional arrangement provided for all those 
already approved by the HKDC to use a specialist title as in Clause 24. 
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Conclusion 
 
The setting up of a statutory Specialist Register is important for the public. It 
gives clearer indication to the level of professional service they are 
receiving. 
 
For the specialist dentists, their level of training and competence will be 
properly recognized on a legal basis. 
 
Therefore the CDSHK strongly supports the Dentists Registration 
(Amendment) Bill 2005. 
 
 
 
 
 


