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Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon WONG Kwok-hing (Oral Reply)

Regarding the Tenants Purchase Scheme ("TPS") Phase 6B, will the Government
inform this Council if it knows:

(a)

(b)

(©)

the reasons for re-introducing the TPS this year, whether it has assessed
the impact of the TPS on the property market before re-introducing the
TPS concerned, and considered extending the TPS phase to other public
housing estates or introducing a new TPS phase in the light of market
changes;

as the public areas adjacent to TPS estates will be designated as public
areas and subject to the Deed of Mutual Covenant ("DMC") for TPS
estates, the criteria for delineating the areas to be included; and whether
the authorities will consult the residents of TPS estates before making
the relevant DMC,; if so, of the details of such consultation; if not, the
reasons for that; and

given that the Housing Department, in response to the outbreak of
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome in the community in 2003, decided
to defer the sale of flats under the TPS Phase 6B pending the inspection
and maintenance of sewage systems of the estates concerned, the reasons
for the authorities' repeated refusal to carry out comprehensive
replacement works to the sewer pipes of Cheung Fat Estate in Tsing Yi,
which is under the TPS concerned, before putting up the flats of the
estate for sale, and whether the maintenance plans for TPS estates will
only proceed upon the completion of those for non-TPS estates?
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Hon Fred LI (Oral Reply)

Today is the 11th day since the hefty toll increase of the Eastern Harbour
Crossing ("EHC") came into effect on 1st of May. Regarding the
vehicular volume of the three cross-harbour road tunnels, will the
Government inform this Council:

@) how the respective vehicular volumes of the three cross-harbour
road tunnels since 1st of May compare to those before the toll
increase, and whether there is any discrepancy between the actual
figures and those predicted by the Administration; if so, of the
extent of discrepancy;

(b) of the effectiveness of the short-term measures implemented by
the Administration to relieve the traffic congestion at the
Cross-Harbour Tunnel; and

(© of the progress of the Government's negotiation with the
commercial group holding a portion of the interests in the EHC
and the Western Harbour Crossing on the ways to address the
problem of uneven distribution of traffic among the three tunnels?
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Hon CHAN Kam-lam (Written Reply)

I have received complaints alleging that non-locally registered vessels
conduct illegal cargo handling activities in the ports and waters of Hong
Kong, thus affecting the local cargo handling industry. These activities
also involve illegal labour which affects the livelihood of local cargo

handling workers. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council :

€)) of the major measures and actions currently taken by the
authorities to combat such activities, and the respective humbers
of actions taken against such activities by the authorities
concerned, prosecutions instituted, cases of successful prosecution
and details of the penalties imposed in each of the past three years;
and

(b) whether it has assessed the effectiveness of the above measures
and actions as well as that of the resources allocated by the
authorities in this respect; if it has, of the assessment results, and
whether it will consider formulating new measures to step up
efforts against such activities in the ports and waters of Hong
Kong?



