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I. SUMMARY 
 
1. Objects of 

the Bill 
 

To amend The Methodist Church, Hong Kong, Incorporation Ordinance 
(Cap. 1133) to expand the power of investment of The Methodist Church, 
Hong Kong to enable it to make investments outside Hong Kong and to 
make miscellaneous textual amendments. 

2. Comments 
 

(a) This is a Member’s Bill introduced by Hon Lau Chin Shek. 
(b) The Bill seeks to expand the power of investment of The Methodist 

Church, Hong Kong to enable it to make investment outside Hong 
Kong.  Simultaneously, the opportunity is taken to rectify an 
omission in the English version of section 4(b) and a typographical 
error in the Chinese version of section 4(e).   

(c) As a result of the reunification, section 11 is repealed and substituted
by a new saving section in the standard form used for private 
ordinances after June 1997.  This particular amendment shall be 
deemed to have effect from 1 July 1997. 

3. Public 
Consultation 

 

No public consultation has been conducted on the Bill. 

4. Consultation 
with LegCo 
Panel 

 

No LegCo panel has been consulted on the Bill. 

5. Conclusion 
 

No difficulties have been observed in the legal or drafting aspects of the 
Bill.  Subject to Members’ views, the Bill is ready for resumption of the 
Second Reading debate. 
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II. REPORT 
 
Objects of the Bill 
 
 To amend The Methodist Church, Hong Kong, Incorporation 
Ordinance (Cap. 1133) (the Ordinance) to expand the power of investment of The 
Methodist Church, Hong Kong (the Corporation) to enable it to make investments 
outside Hong Kong and to make miscellaneous textual amendments. 
 
 
Date of First Reading 
 
2. 1 June 2005. 
 
 
Comment 
 
3. According to the honorary legal adviser of the Corporation, the 
substance of the amendment proposed in the Bill has been approved by the 
Representative Session of the Corporation established under section 3 of the 
Ordinance and known as “The Methodist Church, Hong Kong” at a duly convened 
meeting held on 29 May 2004.  A certified copy of the extracts of the minutes and 
resolution of the meeting (Chinese version only) has been supplied by the honorary 
legal adviser and is attached to this report as the Annex. 
 
4. The Bill seeks to amend section 4(d) of the Ordinance to expand the 
power of investment of the Corporation to enable it to invest outside Hong Kong.  
Also the English version of section 4(b) is amended to rectify an omission and the 
Chinese version of section 4(e) is amended to rectify a typographical error. 
 
5. As a result of the reunification of Hong Kong with China, the standard 
saving section has been revised.  Hence, section 11 is repealed and substituted by a 
new saving section which is in the standard form used for private ordinances after 
June 1997.  This new section would be deemed to have come into effect from 1 July 
1997. 
 
 
Public Consultation 
 
6. No public consultation on the Bill has been conducted. 
 
 
Consultation with LegCo Panel 
 
7. No LegCo Panel has been consulted on the Bill. 
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Conclusion 
 
8. No difficulties have been observed in the legal or drafting aspects of the 
Bill.  Subject to Members’ views, the Bill is ready for resumption of Second Reading 
debate. 
 
 
Prepared by 
KAU Kin-wah 
Assistant Legal Adviser 
Legislative Council Secretariat 
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