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Dr Hon YEUNG Sum (Oral Reply)

A veteran journalist has been detained in the Mainland by the Mainland

authorities and forced to take residence under surveillance, resulting in loss

of freedom. This has aroused much concern among Hong Kong people.

In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

(©)

whether it has relayed to the Central People’s Government ("CPG")

the concern of Hong Kong people and the signature campaign in
support of the journalist; if so, of the CPG's response;

whether it has assessed the impact of the incident on the
international image of Hong Kong, including the reaction of and
comments from the international community in respect of the
efforts of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
("HKSAR") Government in safeguarding Hong Kong people's
basic rights, upholding the freedom of the press, and protecting
official and unofficial information exchanges and contacts
between the Mainland and Hong Kong against allegations of
breaching Mainland laws and regulations; and

whether, under the principle of "One country, Two systems", the
Hong Kong authorities can enquire from the Mainland authorities
about the relevant circumstance of the detention of Hong Kong
people in the Mainland, including the procedures through which
Mainland authorities handle the case, such as whether unlawful
handling has been involved and whether the families of the Hong
Kong people involved and the HKSAR Government have been
notified, arrangements for residence under surveillance, and the
health conditions and lawful rights of the Hong Kong people
involved; if it can, whether the Hong Kong authorities have drawn
up guidelines in these respect to facilitate them, upon receiving
requests for assistance from Hong Kong people detained in the
Mainland, to ask the Mainland authorities for the relevant
information?



