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Date : 4 November 2004

From : Clerk to the Legislative Council

To : All Members of the Legislative Council

Council meeting of 17 November 2004

Motion on
“Enhancing the safety of railway and road traffic”

Hon Andrew CHENG Kar-foo has given notice to move the attached
motion on “Enhancing the safety of railway and road traffic” at the Council
meeting of 17 November 2004. The President has directed that “it be printed
in the terms in which it was handed in” on the Agenda of the Council.

(Ray CHAN)
for Clerk to the Legislative Council
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(Translation)

Motion on
“Enhancing the safety of railway and road traffic”
to be moved by Hon Andrew CHENG Kar-foo
at the Legislative Council meeting
of Wednesday, 17 November 2004

Wording of the Motion

“That this Council expresses regret about the frequent disruptions or delays that have
occurred in recent months in the railway services provided by the MTR Corporation
Limited and the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation, which affected railway
commuters; furthermore, as the recent spate of serious traffic accidents involving
public light buses (PLBs) have caused casualties, the safety of school buses has long
been a matter of public concern, and the excessively long working hours of drivers of
franchised buses have also aroused public concern about the safety of buses, this
Council urges the Government to adopt the following measures to enhance the safety
of railway and road traffic:

in respect of the safety of railway -

(a)

(b)

(©

to appoint an independent investigation body to conduct independent
investigations into the disruptions or delays that occurred between July and
October 2004 in the two railway corporations’ train services;

to study amendments to the Mass Transit Railway Ordinance and the
Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation Ordinance to stipulate clear criteria in
respect of defaults by the two railway corporations, and to introduce a demerit
points system for disruptions or delays in train services, whereby penalties may
be imposed on the railway corporations concerned when the demerit points they
incur exceed the prescribed limit within a specified period,;

to comprehensively review the impact of outsourcing maintenance works on the
train services provided by the two railway corporations;

in respect of the safety of road traffic -



(d) to amend the Road Traffic (Driving-offence Points) Ordinance to increase the
driving-offence points (DOP) for the offence of ‘failing to comply with traffic
signals’ under the DOP system;

(e) toinstall red light cameras at all traffic black spots which have a high incidence
of red light jumping;

(f) to explore the feasibility of installing countdown displays on the traffic signal
system;

in respect of the safety of PLBs -

(g) to study legislative amendments to require the mandatory installation on all
PLBs of a speed display device with recording function;

(h) to study the conversion of all red minibuses to green minibus operation so as to
facilitate the regulation of their operation;

in respect of the safety of school buses -

(i) toexplore the feasibility of installing seat belts for all school buses; and

in respect of the safety of franchised bus operation -

() to consider revising the Guidelines on Working Schedule for Bus Drivers issued
by the Transport Department, which should include the following:

(i) the maximum hours of duty (including all breaks) per day should be
reduced from not exceeding 14 hours to 10 hours;

(if) the hours of driving duty per day should be reduced from not exceeding
11 hours to eight hours;

(iii) the timing of meal breaks for drivers should not deviate from the normal
biological clock of human beings; and

(iv) duty schedules should be issued to drivers at least seven days in advance.”



