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INTRODUCTION 

 
At the meeting of the Executive Council on 24 April 2007, 

the Council advised and the Chief Executive ordered that the United 
Nations Sanctions (Côte d’Ivoire) Regulation 2007 (“the 2007 
Regulation”), at Annex A, and the United Nations Sanctions (Côte 
d’Ivoire) Regulation 2006 (Repeal) Regulation (“the Repeal 
Regulation”), at Annex B, should be made under section 3 of the United 
Nations Sanctions Ordinance (Cap. 537) (“the Ordinance”).  The two 
Regulations were gazetted on 27 April 2007 and came into effect on the 
same day. 

 
BACKGROUND 
Obligation and Authority 
 
2.  Under section 3(1) of the Ordinance, the Chief Executive 
(“CE”) is required to make regulations to give effect to an instruction of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (“MFA”) of the People’s Republic of 
China to implement sanctions decided by the Security Council of the 
United Nations (“UNSC”).  In March 2007, the CE received 
instruction from MFA which requested the Government of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region (“HKSAR”) to implement United 
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Nations Security Council Resolution (“UNSCR”) 1727.  The 2007 
Regulation and the Repeal Regulation were made in pursuance of that 
instruction.  A document issued by the Chief Secretary for 
Administration confirming MFA’s instruction is at Annex C. 
 
UNSCR 1727 
 
3.  UNSCR 1727, copy at Annex D, was adopted on 15 
December 2006 by UNSC which decided, inter alia, to renew until 31 
October 2007 the provisions of paragraphs 7 to 12 of UNSCR 1572 and 
of paragraph 6 of UNSCR 1643 (ref. paragraph 1 of UNSCR 1727).  It 
also reiterated that any serious obstacle to the freedom of movement of 
the United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (“UNOCI”) and of the 
French forces which support it, or any attack or obstruction to the action 
of UNOCI, of the French forces, of the High Representative for the 
Elections, of the International Working Group, of the Mediator 
mentioned in paragraph 20 of UNSCR 1721 or his representative in 
Côte d’Ivoire constitutes a threat to the peace and national reconciliation 
process for purposes of paragraphs 9 and 11 of resolution 1572 (ref. 
paragraph 3 of UNSCR 1727). 
 
UNSCR 1572 
 
4.  Under paragraphs 7 and 8 of UNSCR 1572 (at Annex E), 
all States shall, subject to certain exceptions, take the necessary 
measures to prevent the direct or indirect supply, sale or transfer to Côte 
d’Ivoire, from their territories or by their nationals, or using their flag 
vessels or aircraft, of arms or any related material, in particular military 
aircraft and equipment, as well as the provision of any assistance, advice 
or training related to military activities. 
 
5.  Under paragraphs 9 and 10 of UNSCR 1572, all States shall, 
subject to certain exceptions, take the necessary measures to prevent the 
entry into or transit through their territories of all persons designated by 
the Committee established by paragraph 14 of UNSCR 1572 (“the 
Committee”), who constitute a threat to the peace and national 
reconciliation process in Côte d’Ivoire, provided that these measures 
shall not oblige a State to refuse entry into its territory to its own 
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nationals. 
 
6.  Under paragraphs 11 and 12 of UNSCR 1572, all States 
shall, subject to certain exceptions, freeze immediately the funds, other 
financial assets and economic resources which are on their territories at 
the date of adoption of UNSCR 1572 or at any time thereafter, owned or 
controlled directly or indirectly by the persons designated pursuant to 
paragraph 9 of UNSCR 1572 by the Committee, or that are held by 
entities owned or controlled directly or indirectly by any persons acting 
on their behalf or at their direction, as designated by the Committee, and 
that all States shall ensure that any funds, financial assets or economic 
resources are prevented from being made available, by their nationals or 
by any persons within their territories, to or for the benefit of such 
persons or entities. 

 
UNSCR 1643 
 
7.  Under paragraph 6 of UNSCR 1643 (at Annex F), all States 
shall take the necessary measures to prevent the import of all rough 
diamonds from Côte d’Ivoire to their territory. 
 
THE 2007 REGULATION 
 
8.  The 2007 Regulation, at Annex A, implements sanctions 
decided under UNSCR 1727.  The main provisions are –  

 
(a) section 1 which provides that the 2007 Regulation would 

expire at midnight on 31 October 2007; 
 
(b) sections 3 and 4 which provide for prohibition against 

supply, delivery and carriage of arms and related material to 
Côte d’Ivoire; 

 
(c) section 5 which provides for prohibition against provision to 

certain persons connected with Côte d’Ivoire of advice, 
assistance or training related to military activities; 

 
(d) section 6 which provides for prohibition against making 
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available funds, other financial assets or economic resources 
to or for the benefit of a person specified by the CE in 
accordance with section 32 (“relevant person”), or to or for 
the benefit of an entity specified by the CE in accordance 
with section 32 (“relevant entity”); 

 
(e) section 7 which provides for prohibition against importation 

of rough diamonds from Côte d’Ivoire; 
 

(f) sections 8 and 9 which provide for prohibition against entry 
into or transit through HKSAR by certain specified persons;  

 
(g) sections 10 to 12 which provide for the granting of licence 

for the supply, delivery or carriage of arms and related 
material; provision of assistance or training related to 
military activities; or making available funds, other financial 
assets or economic resources to or for the benefit of a 
relevant person or a relevant entity, where the exceptions 
provided for in UNSCR 1572 are satisfied;  

 
(h) sections 15 to 24 which provide for the enforcement powers; 

and 
 

(i) section 32 which provides that the CE may by notice 
published in the Gazette specify a person or an entity 
referred to in the list maintained by the Committee for the 
purposes of paragraph 11 of UNSCR 1572 as a relevant 
person or a relevant entity. 

 
THE REPEAL REGULATION 
 
9.  Consequential to the making of the 2007 Regulation, which 
already provides for prohibition against the importation of rough 
diamonds from Côte d’Ivoire, the United Nations Sanctions (Côte 
d’Ivoire) Regulation 2006 (Cap. 537AA) (copy at Annex G) should be 
repealed.   
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IMPLICATIONS OF THE REGULATIONS 
 
10.  The 2007 Regulation and the Repeal Regulation are in 
conformity with the Basic Law, including the provisions concerning 
human rights.  They will not affect the binding effect of the Ordinance.  
They have no financial, civil service, economic, productivity, 
environmental or sustainability implications.  
 
PUBLICITY 
 
11.  A press release was issued on 27 April 2007 when the 2007 
Regulation and the Repeal Regulation were published in the Gazette.   

 
RELATED MATTER 
 
12.  Between receipt of MFA’s instruction in March 2007 and 
the making of the Regulation, some of the sanctions imposed under 
UNSCR 1727 were implemented through existing law as follows : 
 

(a) in respect of prohibition against sale or supply of arms and 
related material, Regulation 2 of the Import and Export 
(Strategic Commodities) Regulations (Cap. 60G) provides 
that no person shall import or export an article specified in 
Schedule 1 to the Regulations except under and in 
accordance with an import or export licence issued by the 
Director-General of Trade and Industry. The Trade and 
Industry Department maintains import and export control 
on strategic commodities, including munition items, 
chemical and biological weapons and their precursors, 
nuclear materials and equipment, and dual-use goods that 
are capable to be developed into weapons of mass 
destruction; 

 
(b) in respect of prohibition against entry into Hong Kong, 

section 7 of the Immigration Ordinance (Cap. 115) 
provides that a person may not land in Hong Kong without 
the permission of an immigration officer or immigration 
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assistant unless he enjoys the right of abode or may land in 
Hong Kong by virtue of section 9(1) or 10(1) of Cap. 115; 
and 

 
(c) in respect of prohibition against importation of rough 

diamonds, section 6C(1) of the Import and Export 
Ordinance (Cap. 60) and First Schedule to the Import and 
Export (General) Regulations (Cap. 60A) provide that a 
licence under section 3 of Cap. 60 is required for importing 
rough diamonds into Hong Kong. The HKSAR 
Government has made these provisions to fulfill the 
requirement of the Kimberley Process1. The Trade and 
Industry Department maintains import control on rough 
diamonds and in the light of instruction from the Chair of 
the Kimberley Process, has ceased to approve applications 
for import of rough diamonds from Cote d’Ivoire since 
November 2004. 

 
ADVICE SOUGHT 
 
13.  Members are invited to note the implementation of UNSCR 
1727 by the 2007 Regulation and the Repeal Regulation. 
 
 
 
Commerce, Industry and Technology Bureau 
May 2007 
 

                                                 
1 The Kimberley Process is a negotiating forum originated from discussions in the 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) regarding rebel activities in some 
parts of Africa.  It seeks to stop trade in conflict diamonds (rough diamonds used 
by rebel movements or their allies to finance conflicts aimed at undermining 
legitimate governments, as described in relevant UNSC resolutions, and as 
understood and recognised in the relevant UNGA Resolutions) from fuelling 
armed conflicts, activities of rebel movements and illicit proliferation of armament. 
For this purpose, the Kimberley Process has implemented an international 
certification scheme for rough diamonds. 

 










































































































