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| Confirmation of minutes

(Paper No. WKCD-527 --  Minutes of meeting on
4 January 2008
Paper No. WKCD-529 --  Minutes of meeting on

24 January 2008)



Action

The minutes of the meetings held on 4 January 2008 and 24 January 2008

were confirmed.

I Update on town planning for the West Kowloon Cultural District

(Paper No. WKCD-531

Paper No. WKCD-532

Information paper on "Planning
process for the development of
the West Kowloon Cultural
District*  provided by the
Administration

"Summary of views of deputations
on town planning issues expressed
to the Subcommittee after the
publication of the Recommendation
Report of the Consultative
Committee” prepared by the
Legislative Council Secretariat)

2. The Subcommittee deliberated (index of proceedings attached at

Appendix).

I11 Any other business

3. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 12:45 pm.
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Leqgislative Council Secretariat
22 September 2008




Proceedings of the forty-third meeting of the

Subcommittee on West Kowloon Cultural District Development

on Friday, 25 April 2008, at 11:00 am

in Conference Room A of the Legislative Council Building

Appendix

Time marker Speaker Subject(s) ACt'.On
required
000000 - 000019  [Chairman Confirmation of minutes
(Paper No. WKCD-527 and Paper
No. WKCD-529)
000020 - 000152  |Chairman Opening remarks

000153 - 001907

Administration

Briefing on Paper No. WKCD-531

001908 - 002604

Chairman
Ms Margaret NG
Administration

Ms NG's enquiry on why there were
so many high-rise developments near
Kowloon Station, and concern
whether the future buildings in
WKCD would create a wall effect

Administration's response that those
high-rise developments were
approved some years ago and they
were not subject to building height
restrictions; the building height
control was introduced only a few
years ago after the completion of
the Urban Design Guidelines Study
and the incorporation of the
Guidelines into the Hong Kong
Planning Standards and Guidelines
(HKPSG). The WKCD
development was subject to building
height restrictions and the future
West Kowloon Cultural District
Authority (WKCDA) would be
required to conduct air ventilation
and visual impact assessments in
preparing the Development Plan
(DP) for WKCD

002605 - 003618

Dr KWOK Ka-ki
Administration

Dr KWOK's views that --

(@) the Administration  should
elaborate  on the height
restrictions of the three
sub-areas;

(b) the Administration  should




Time marker

Speaker

Subject(s)

Action
required

provide the layout of the open
space in the area; and

(c) there should be a continuous
waterfront promenade in the
area for the public

Administration's response that --

(@) the height restrictions ranged
from 50mPD to 100mPD; and

(b) the layout of the open space
would be available when
WKCDA prepared the DP

003619 - 004835

Miss CHAN Yuen-han
Administration
Chairman

Miss CHAN's views that --

(@) worries about the uncertainty
of the future developments in
the area were justified because
there were many variables in

play;

(b) WKCD should be a landmark
for the public rather than the
real estates sector;

(c) the actual heights of and
spacing  between  buildings
would affect the effectiveness
of stepped developments in the
area;

(d) the ridgelines should be seen
from different vantage points;

(e) the open space might end up
less than 23 hectares;

(f)  the open space should not be
fragmented and its layout
should be clear;

() it would be desirable not to
have any residential
developments at the
southwestern tip of the WKCD
site;




Time marker

Speaker

Subject(s)

Action
required

(h)

(i)

(i)

the location of the waterfront
promenade should be specified;

there  should be good
connectivity with neighbouring
districts, especially pedestrian
links; and

it would be difficult to
introduce changes after the
proposed amendments to the
relevant outline zoning plan
had been approved

Administration's response that --

(a)

(b)

()

there would be various kinds of
linkages including pedestrian
links connecting WKCD with
neighbouring districts;

there were various popular
vantage points on Hong Kong
Island where the ridgelines
could be seen; the vantage
points were established after
extensive public consultation in
the Urban Design Guidelines
Study and the relevant
guidelines had been
incorporated in the HKPSG;
and

details of the layout of various
facilities would be available at
the detailed design stage when
the DP was prepared

004836 - 005724

Mr Abraham SHEK
Administration
Chairman

Mr SHEK's views that --

(a)

(b)

connectivity on a human scale
was important and the
pedestrian links in Central was
a practical example;

the  Administration  should
adopt an innovative approach
in planning WKCD and there
should be three-dimensional
concept plans for better




Time marker

Speaker

Subject(s)

Action
required

visualization;

(c) the Administration could draw
reference  from previous
WKCD design concepts; and

(d) the Planning  Department
(PlanD) should take up an
active and a leading role in
formulating a concept plan for
the project

Administration's response that it
would consider preparing
three-dimensional concept plans in
due course because there were still
many unknowns at this stage

Chairman's enquiry on the role of
PlanD in the formulation of the DP

Administration's response that a staff
member of PlanD would be seconded
to the Home Affairs Bureau to
undertake planning work such as
preparation of the consultancy briefs
for the required technical studies,
and if needed, PlanD would render
assistance to WKCDA in its
preparation of the DP

005725 - 010409

Prof Patrick LAU
Chairman
Administration

Prof LAU's views that --

() the exact locations of the
residential developments in the
area was an important issue;

(b) there  should be good
connectivity with districts such
as Tsim Sha Tsui;

(c) there should be plans for the
public to visualize the design;
and

(d) consideration should be given
to organizing a master plan
design competition for WKCD

Administration's  response  that




Time marker

Speaker

Subject(s)

Action
required

conceptual plans could be made
available in engaging the public for
the formulation of the DP

010410 - 011100

Mrs Selina CHOW

Mrs CHOW's views that --

(a) the statutory planning process
that had been triggered was the
first-stage planning for WKCD
whereby the basic development
parameters were to be laid
down in the statutory plan; the
layout of different land uses
and the provision of
connectivity facilities would be
dealt with at the DP preparation
stage;

(b) the proposed development
parameters would provide a
framework for the detailed
design at the DP stage; the
proposed development
parameters had already taken
into account the views of
professionals and the public;

(c) while there were different
views on the mechanism to be
adopted, the need for public
engagement was undisputed;
and

(d) as the public wanted to
implement the WKCD project
as soon as possible, she
disagreed to organizing a
master plan design competition
because it would require a long
time

Administration's concurrence with
Mrs CHOW's views

011101 - 012141

Chairman
Administration

Chairman's enquiries on --

(@) the length of the waterfront
promenade;

(b) whether the public or the




Time marker

Speaker

Subject(s)

Action
required

Legislative Council would be
consulted when preparing the
consultancy briefs; and

(c) the approach for conducting
systematic public engagement

Administration's response that --

(@) the length of the waterfront
promenade would be some
1 800 metres;

(b) the  Administration  would
finalize the consultancy briefs
after consulting all the relevant
bureaux and departments; and

(c) the consultancy briefs would
include  requirements  for
conducting public engagement
activities and the consultancy
fees would include provisions
for organizing public
engagement activities such as
public forums and briefings

012142 - 012341

Chairman
Administration

Chairman's enquiries on --
(@) therole of PlanD; and

(b) the heights of the developments
near Kowloon Station

Administration's response that --

(@ PlanD would appropriately
assist WKCDA in preparing the
DP; and

(b) the heights of the developments
near Kowloon Station ranged
from about 136mPD to
480mPD

012342 - 012552

Chairman
Dr KWOK Ka-ki

Dr KWOK's view that deputations
should be invited to give their views
on the proposed development
parameters for WKCD




Time marker Speaker Subject(s) ACt'.On
required
012553 - 012908 Chairman Mr SHEK's view that the
Mr Abraham SHEK Subcommittee could invite interested

parties to prepare concept plans and
models  to  facilitate  public
discussions

012909 - 013204

Miss CHAN Yuen-han

Miss CHAN's views that --

(@) the planning for WKCD should
be further discussed,;

(b) interested parties could prepare
their own plans for the design
of WKCD; and

(c) the Legislative Council had
never agreed to the
Administration's proposed
amendments to the relevant
outline zoning plan

013205 - 013712

Prof Patrick LAU
Chairman
Administration

Mr Abraham SHEK

Prof LAU's views that --
(@ concept plans should be
prepared before conducting

public consultation;

(b) the scope of the consultancy

work should include
preparation of
three-dimensional concept

plans and this should be one of
the criteria for selection of
consultants; and

(c) the public could also come up
with their own design concepts

Administration's response that --

(@) concept plans could be made
available by the WKCDA for
consulting the public when
preparing the DP ;

(b) the public and the Legislative
Council could participate in the
planning for WKCD because
WKCDA would conduct public

engagement  activities  in




Time marker Speaker

Subject(s)

Action
required

preparing the DP; and

(c) WKCDA should be given
sufficient flexibility in planning
for WKCD

Mr SHEK's view that tertiary
institutions and professional
organizations could come up with
their own design concepts

013713 -013838 Chairman

Date of next meeting
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