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HONG KONG ALTERNATIVES

An advocacy group of concerned Hong Kong residents, unaffiliated with any political
group or commercial property developers and are deeply concerned with the current
development of the West Kowloon Cultural District.  (www.hkalternatives.com)

SUBMISSION OF VIEWS ON THE WAY FORWARD

FOR THE WEST KOWLOON CULTURAL DISTRICT PROJECT

Presented by

HONG KONG ALTERNATIVES

WKCD PROJECT - APROPERTY DEVELOPMENT IN DISGUISE

On October 7, 2005, Chief Secretary, Rafael Hui presented the modification of the
WKCD Project to Legco, which in the opinion of the Hong Kong Alternatives, is both
confusing and misleading. It is a property development in disguise, and even the culture-
oriented development seemed to have shifted towards a mixed cluster of commercial,
tourism and cultural facilities.

BIASED CONCLUSIONS ON THE WKCD PUBLIC CONSULTATION

The survey’s conclusion that the government presented is contradictory. Flawed
interpretation on the public perception of the Canopy has been largely covered by all the
newspapers and many professional organizations.

We, the Hong Kong Alternatives are deeply dismayed by constantly hearing from the
Chief Executive that the Government is listening to the people of Hong Kong. But the
made-to-measure survey conducted on WKCD is biased and obviously manipulative, this
will only lead to mistrust in the community, which will eventually have no confidence in
custom-tailored surveys or polls conducted through Government agencies.

THE CANOPY - AHEALTH HAZARD

The Canopy is a costly vanity and a health hazard. We definitely don’t need to have a
monstrous canopy which is only visible from the Peak or Space. It is a public health
hazard and is against all principles of environmental sustainability (based on the
Hannover Principles). The canopy blocks the sun’s ultraviolet light which is the most
powerful natural disinfectant, common sick-building syndrome might prevail under the
coverage of the proposed canopy, such as :



() Hay Fever (hypersensitivity, allergy, etc.), due to excessive growth of fungi in
a hot and humid environment;

(i) Legionnaires Disease, due to the absence of natural UV light which permits
spreading of the microbial Legionella Pneumophila without inhibition.

(iii)  Insects and foul odors due to migration and settlement of insects, birds and
rodents in the area and decay and fermentation of their bodies.

The Government and the developer(s) need to be held accountable and liable for the
consequence of Legionnaire endemics ever developed because of the Canopy.

LET US RE-START FROM SCRATCH

We support the proposal made by the Hon. Alan LEONG Kah-kit, Chairman of the Sub-
committee on WKCD Development, in his article in Ming Pao of October 13" that the
government should take the bold step to scrap the existing WKCD plan, and re-start from
scratch, with the people’s genuine interests in mind.

We feel that with so many issues un-resolved : the BIG developer approach, the canopy,
the trust fund, the cultural facilities, the statutory body, the property bid, the funding, etc.
etc. etc., it would make great sense for the Government to seek public opinion on what is
best for the Hong Kong people, and come up with a brand new approach to the
development for West Kowloon site — the most precious harbourfront land of Hong Kong.

A CULTURAL GREEN PARK - REVERT BACK TO ORIGINAL WK PLAN
Hong Kong Alternatives still believe that the original plan designated for the WK site as
public open space — a Green Park, conceived as part of the new Hong Kong Airport —
Western Tunnel Reclamation Project in the late “80s, is the BEST plan.

In 1996, the Government modified the plan to include Cultural Facilities.

Integrating the Cultural and Green facilities will further enhance the WK site, and it
makes the greatest sense for the people of Hong Kong to have this place as their Cultural
Green Park!

Do not let the site be another “‘concrete jungle’!

WHY MUST GOVERNMENT SELL THE MOST PRECIOUS PIECE OF
HARBOURFRONT LAND TO BENEFIT THE DEVELOPERS AND THE RICH
AND FAMOUS

The West Kowloon Site offers the most panoramic view of the Hong Kong Harbour. It is
our last harbour frontier. It is too valuable for the Government to auction off the site to
developers for short term financial gains. Hong Kong is not short of money nor auction-
able lands.



The WK Site belongs to the people of Hong Kong. It is reclaimed with Hong Kong
taxpayers’ money, and so it should remain in the hands of the people.

Let us develop a West Kowloon Cultural Green Park — as a legacy to benefit locals and
international visitors for generations and generations to come.

AN APPEAL TO THE DEVELOPERS
Mr Stanley Ho said in one of his press interviews that Hong Kong’s leading developers
are already too “fat” that they can hardly tie their shoe-string!

Then, why should they covet this piece of land? Why can’t they consider this as their
pay-back to the community, and instead of building a HK$4 billion canopy, build a West
Kowloon Cultural Green Park — it will be the most honorable corporate citizenship for the
good of the community.

It will also present the best united front to the world that Hong Kong is more than a
“money city”, that Hong Kong is Asia’s World City!

STATUTORY BODY TO MANAGE THE PROJECT

A Cultural Green Park Authority can be formed to oversee the West Kowloon Cultural
Green Park development - to work with both the public and private sectors and to
determine how to integrate the cultural/entertainment facilities and the green park for the
best interest of the people of Hong Kong.

AN APPEAL TO LEGCO MEMBERS,

If the people of Hong Kong were asked this question:

“What would you prefer to have on West Kowloon Site — as a legacy of Hong Kong:

1. A giant canopy that costs HK$4 billion to build and hundreds of millions to
maintain?

OR
2. A Cultural Green Park that features:

a. 80% of open green parks and meadows for picnic, bicycle path, jogger
and nature trails; artificial lake, amphitheatre, skating rink, etc. - for
family outings and relaxation.

b. 20% cultural facilities that features arena, theatres, opera house, concert
hall, art gallery, art exhibition centres, performance arts centre, museums,
etc. - for the betterment of cultural life of Hong Kong.”

What would their answer be?




Dear LegCo member,

The way forward for the West Kowloon Cultural District Project is to
please let us have the interest of the people of Hong Kong at heart!

Let’s give Hong Kong people some quality of life — let us develop the
West Kowloon Cultural Green Park!

Let’s give Hong Kong a Legacy!

Presented by:

HONG KONG ALTERNATIVES

Tony Chan, Retired Architect Chik Wing Hong, Solicitor
Peter L. Lee, Ph.D., Business Executive ~ Joseph M. Lee, Architect

Karen Loh, Business Executive Ken K.N. Wai, Ph.D. Industrial Consultant

For more information on

Hong Kong Alternatives’s

West Kowloon Cultural Green Park Proposal

Please contact

Dr. P. Lee/Dr. K. Wai
Hong Kong Alternatives
Website : www.hkalternatives.com
E-mail : plee@hkalternatives.com
Tel : 2885-9663

Contact Address: c/o Shop No. 1, Ground Floor, Poyang Mansion,
TaikooShing, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong.




WEST KOWLOON CULTURAL GREEN PARK

A Cultural Green Park featuring a wide range of Cultural Facilities and a world class Urban Green Park.

A concept presented by the Hong Kong Alternatives (www. hkalternatives.com)
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Arena Theatre Art Centre for Education World Class Pa
Hong Kong Altematives present a vision for a park that both residents and visi-

Opera House Museum Performance Arts Centre tors can enjoy. We do not propose a specific design, but merely present a con-
. cept for what it could be. The world's best designers should be invited o design
Concert Hall Art Gallery Amphitheatre ‘and create a legacy thatwil benefit Hong Kong for generations o come, Is Hong Kong Really Asia’s World City? Not Quite!

Amenities: Cultural Facilties: A World-Class Waterfront Green Park - Will Help!
Waterfront Promenade lex A Unique Cultural/Entertainment Revival - Will Help!
Jogging & Cycing Paths

Water Recreation

Amphitheatre
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Park Management: HARRZIE!
W Park cah be nanced and manage wilhou undue burden o the govern-
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nated to the agency can be assured the money will be going directly to the park.
Private endowments can be made for trees, park benches and other amenites.
Cultural Authority:

The culturallentertainment facilties would be an integral pat of the park. AHong
Kong Cultural Authorty should work with both public and private sectors to deter-
mine how to develop these facilties for the best interest of Hong Kong.
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it of g Kong
Aot Wesers Tumel Rocamon queﬁ in the ate 805, The SAR Govern-
ment originally designated the WKS to be public open space - A Green Park.

‘The WKS provides one of the most panoramic views of the Hong Kong Harbour.
It 100 valuable for the SAR Government to auction off the site for developers,

Hong Kong Altematives Proposes:
1. Green Park - Design a world-class and sustainable Urban Green Park along
the entire waterfront, wih plenty of rees, green areas and open space. Over
80% of the WKS to be designated as Green Park.

Why an Urban Green Park?

4. High Density Livi f the mos y
in the world, with densities over 50,000 people/sq.km., Hong Kong residents are
constantly exposed to stressful environments. Parks and open space can pro-

2 flow for of
the WKS along Austin and Canton Road ined by
aproposed Hong K it thority. Relocate

‘and a sizeable silent majoriy of Hong Kong residents. the original
plan parkis the d best long
term interest for the legacy of Hong Kong.

Site n the.

best nterests of the Hong Kong people.

e Sha o oot proposed district. These cul-
\ural faciles vl form an ntegralpar f the Green Park and become a vaniage
point for residents and tourists alike.

3. No Canopy - Hong Kong already has a world famous landmark; .e. natural
harbour and skyline. The canopy would be extremely expensive, technically.
questionable and redundant for a green park.
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2. Low Urban Park Density - The urban areas of Hong Kong and Kowloon cur-
rently have an extremely smal ratio of per capita Urban Parkland. Other wortd
cilies such as New York or London have over 10 times the amount of per capita
Urban Parkiand.

3. Environmental Enhancement - Hong Kong is now suffering from increasing
environmental pollutions. The tree cover from a green park at the West Kowioon
site could remove annually from the air several tons of pollutants.

Hong Kong - Asia’s World City?
Agraphic comparison between the
‘major parks in New York, London
and Hong Kong shows a definite
need for more urban parkiand.
Hong Kong Vi
Hectares
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- www.hkaltematives.com
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4. Community/Public Health - Air polltant abaterf
dence of respiratory problems such as asthma, whid

for children. Parks can help reduce obesity and ent

and well-being. Parks also faciltate Givic activities i
spirt.

5. Tourism Benefits - Hong Kong is already wel kf
merce, as well as the new home of Disney World HKT
and cultural district will become & major new atracti

the Gity.

6. The Best Interest for the Legacy of Hong Ko
‘among one of the most important and invaluable re:
years. For this simple reason the SAR Govemment]
for the public and agree that it is NOT FOR SALE
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Please visit our website for more information and to support the cause!
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