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Consultative Committee on the 

Core Arts and Cultural Facilities of the 

West Kowloon Cultural District 

 

Museums Advisory Group 

 

American Association of Museums Survey in 1999 

and the Survey on British Museums 

by the Art Fund in 2005/06 

 

 

Purpose 

 
 
  This paper provides information on the findings of two 

surveys conducted by the American Association of Museums 

of the United States in 1999 and the Art Fund of the United 

Kingdom in 2005/2006. 

 

 

Background 

 

2.  In 1999, the American Association of Museums 

conducted a Financial Information Survey on 700 museums 

in the United States to study various issues including the 

attendance and the sources of operating income. It was an 

extensive museum survey and was not conducted on a 
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regular basis. It is worth noting that for art museums, the 

average number of visitors for 253 art museums was 140 724 

in a year and that 69.1% operating income came from earned 

sources such as souvenirs, as well as private sources such as 

donations. The survey summary is at Annex A. 

 

3.  Founded in 1903, the Art Fund is an independent 

charity in the United Kingdom committed to promoting art for 

people to enjoy.  The Art Fund has conducted a survey on 

305 British museums to study their collecting activity for the 

period from November 2005 to April 2006.  A brief report on 

the survey is at Annex B.  

 

4.  Some salient points are listed below for Members’ 

information:- 

 

(a) Collecting 
 

● Acquisition are important (more than 85%) for 
a museum 

 

(b) Collecting Activity 
 

● Most British Museums (69%) collected their 
artworks through gifts and donations 

● Few Museums (12%) collected primarily by 
acquiring artworks to be followed by loans, 
bequests and archaeological fieldwork 

 
(c) Obstacles to Collecting 

 
● Lack of funding (51%) 
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● Shortage of display and storage space (84%) 
● Shortage of experienced staff and management 

time (82%) 
● Shortage of art market information (70%) 
● Shortage of curatorial expertise (50%) 

 
(d) Suggested Measures to Increase Collection 

 
● Increase funding for acquisition (55%) 
● More art market information (19%) 
● Increase display and storage space (13%) 
● More staff especially curatorial staff (10%) 
● Other suggestions such as increase tax 

incentives 
 

 

Leisure and Cultural Services Department 

June 2006 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Page 4 

 
(only English Version is available) 

 

 

Annex A
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Annex B  

(only English Version is available) 
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