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Dear Dr. Chow,

The Hong Kong SAR government intends to introduce mandatory nutritional labeling
regulations for prepackaged food. This proposal as it stands will dramatically effect the
range and cost of foods available to consumers and this is especially so for smaller selling
items. There are also problems in attaching large stickers to packs without covering up any
other mandatory or consumer information.

In order to minimize the negative impact of choice & price to consumers as well as making
the scheme practical, we ask you to consider implementing the following within the
regulations:

1. Exempt small selling items

Items that sell less than 100,000 per year should be exempt. These items do not represent a
significant nutritional contribution to the diet of the majority of Hong Kong people and are
usually targeted at ethnic groups The cost of nutritional analysis is the same for selling say
10 packs of a product as it is for selling 1 million packs of the same product. The costs ‘per
pack’ increases as volurnes decrease. Likewise, the cost of printing stickers will increase
on a per sticker basis the lower the volume.

The current proposed 9 nutritional items + energy will cost around HK$7,800 per product
and this together with the cost of stickers will have the following effect {(does not include
labour):

Number of packs 100 1000 10000 100000

Cost of Nutritional analysis (HKS$) 7800 7800 7800 7800
Analysis cost per pack 78.0 7.80 0.78 0.07

Cost of printing stickers (HK$) 180 250 1200 7000

Sticker cost per pack (HKS$) 1.80 0.25 0.12 0.07
Additional Cost per pack {HK$) 79.8 8.05 0.90 0.14

HK$10 pack of biscuits 89.8 (+798%) 18.05 (+80%) 10.9 (+9%) 10.14 +(1.4%)
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Therefore the added cost to high volume items will be small, but for lower volume items
the added cost will be high making it often not economically feasible and depriving many
people, especially minorities from being able to purchase their chosen items.

The costs are the same irrespective of price of product

2. Small pack exemptions

The exemption for small selling items with an aggregated surface area of <100c¢m2 should
be in creased to <200cm2. This is because other mandatory labeling requirements and
important consumer information is located at various different points on the pack making

the nutritional label stickering of many products >100 impossible without committing an
additional offence.

Labelling by ‘tagging’ is not practical as tags tend to fall off during handling.
3. Permit ‘per serving’
Apart from permitting the nutritional content to be labelled ‘per 100g’ it should also be

permitted to be labelled “per serving® provided the serving size is stated.

‘Per serving’ is permitted in the USA and it is easy to convert to ‘per 100g’ if the consumer
s0 wish.

Incorporating the above into the regulations will promote a ‘win-win’ for both consumers
and the trade.

Yours Sincerely,
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Fellow of the institute of Food Science & Technology (UK)
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