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A :
About the Children’s Council Working Committee &

To commemorate the 10th aunniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child (UNCRC) cominy into effect, three honh-governmental orgunizations including Aguinst Child
Abuse, Hony Kony Committee for UNICEF und Honyg Kohg Commifttee on Children’s Rights jointly
orgunized the UNCRC - Child Ambussudors” Scheme in September 2000, with the sponsorship of the
Honhy Kong Home Affdirs Bureau. Through public recruitment, 20 children aged between 12 und 16
yeurs old, were selected us UNCRC — Child Ambussudors.

In September 2001, the Child Ambussaudors had un exchange visit o Switzerland where they
had a short but fruitful meeting with the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. They dlso met
representatives of the Children’s Parliament of Lucerhe. Through the experience, the ideu of setting

up d similar child-led orgunization in Hong Konhy grew in their minds.

After two yeurs of training and promoting children’s rights to the public, they soon felt that it
wus time to put their ideu of setting up u children’s council into action. Therefore in 2002, Hohy Kony's
first Children’s Council was established. The first Children’s Council Meeting wus held in March 2003
in the Leyislative Council Building, truly exercising children’s right to participation. 60 Child Councilors,

aged below 18, moved und discussed five motions that were deeply related to children.

The success of the first Children’s Council mude both the organizers aund participunts believe
that Children’s Council could ultimately become u permanent und effective channel for dll children
in Hony Konyg to express their opinions. Thus, Child Ambussadors together with the Child Councilors
from the first Children’s Council estublished "The Children’s Council Working Committee” in which
they jointly orgunized und implemented the second Children’s Council with the three orgunizations.

After the second Children’s Council Meeting, it becomes like u tradition that Child Councilors
who dre interested in promoting children’s rights would join in *“The Children’s Council Workiny
Committee” und help orgunize with various activities. Till how, the Committee has uround 80
members.

The Children’s Council Working Committee how strives hard to uctuulize the concept of
“children speuking for children” by collecting views from us many children us possible so thut Hony

Kony children’s views cun be fruly represented und heurd.



Some Notes on the Report

In this report, we will share our views on child right issues in Hong Kong. The views und opinions
were child-related issues beiny discussed in the Children’s Council Meetings for und by children in
the past two yeurs. The motion pupers in 2003 were formuluted by the Child Councilors through 60
Meetings from the first Children’s Council project; while the motion pupers in 2004 were formuluted
by the Child Councilors through about 40 meetings from the second Children’s Council project.
More than 9,000 children were surveyed und consulted for the motions during these two yeurs.

This report is muinly compiled from the uforementioned motion pupers. As our mother-tonyue
lunguage is Chinese, most of the motion pupers were written in Chinese und were trunslated into
English with the kind ussistunce of the Centre for Trunslation und the BA (Hons in Trunslution deyree
programme of the Hony Kony Baptist University). Pleuse kindly note that there are no comments
mude concerninyg section Il (Definition of the Child) und section V (Fumily Environment and
Alternative Care). As our motion papers within the fwo yedrs have not been studying matters
concerniny these two sections, we feel that it would be inuppropriute to yive u shaullow comment
without in-depth study. We would be more thun delighted to shure our views on matters concerning
the two sections in the future ufter thorough discussion.

We sincerely hope thut our voices cun muke un influence und impuct on the Hony Konhy
Government’s future decisions und policies.
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Report under the Convention on the Rights of the Child
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iHei[e i E GENERAL MEASURES OF IMPLEMENTATION

Article 4: Implementation of rights

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

In Hony Kony, there lacks u centfrul mechaunism to coordinute child-reluted issues. Thus, we
hope the yovernment cun muke speciul efforts for the children of Hohyg Kony by setting up u
Child Commission. Up fill now, Hohg Kong has Commissions for women, elderly und youth, yet

we still lack a Commission for the most valuable group in society — children.

As children, we support the ideu of setting up u Child Commission in Hony Kony. We think the
Commission, if there is one, should play an important role in serving the best interest of the child.
In the followiny, we would like to sugyest the functions und structure of the Child Commission

we have in mind.

The functions dre:

(M To ensure the UNCRC to be implemented smoothly in Hohg Kony;

(i) Toreview laws, policies that are related to children;

(i) To foster the community culture that concerns the best interest of children, their needs,
rights and responsibilities;

(iv) To udvise the government on mutters pertdining to children

(v) To exchunge ideus und information with child related organizations and working groups
on children mutters to ensure that the interests of children are taken into account when
desighing relevant programs;

(vi) To guther information und conduct resedurches on children mutters; and

(vii) To provide child-friendly versions of government documents concernhing children

The structure of the Commission should have children as members for expressing their opinions
and mukinyg sugyestions. Representutives of child related orgunizations and working child

psycholoyists and sociul workers should be involved us well,

We strongly urge a Child Commission to be set up in Hohg Kony to enhsure children’s rights are

protected in Hony Kony.
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yan i Zelel\NIId GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Article 6: The right to life, survival and development

2.1

2.2

23

Children in poverty ure living in extremely hostile environments, with some even huving o
wdunder the streets just to collect puper caurtons und uluminium cuns to help out their fumilies.
These children suffer greutly both physioloyicully und psycholoyicully. Their busic heeds of
clothing, nhutrition, housing und fransportation are not sutisfied; their rights to life und
development ure deprived. A survey conducted by Hong Konyg Council of Sociudl Service
(HKCSS) shows that around 30,000 impoverished children are now living in small partitioned

rooms, bed spuce upurtments (ulso knowhn us cuged homes) und pluces dlike.

Furthermore, to the children in poverty, u busic udeqyuaute diet is ulreudy u “privileye” to them.
These children therefore huve d higher potentidl in suffering fromm malnutrition. Their growth is
stunted; they tend to fdll ill more eusily.

Children who live in puartitioned rooms or bed spuce upurtments may dlso suffer from abnormal
development in their spinul cords due to u severe luck of maneuveruble space. This cledrly

uffects their development.

Article 12: Respect for the views of the child

24
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Hony Kony’s first Children’s Council wus estublished in 2003. Five groups of Child Councilors
discussed five child-reluted topics in the Honyg Kony Leyislative Council Building. The motions
from various groups of children in the council were sent to relutive government departments
after the Council Meeting. Disappointedly, little feedbuck wus given to us by various government
depurtments concerniny the issues uddressed in the reports. To U certuin extent, we us children
feel that our views have been overlooked und our efforts unuppreciuted. We truly hope thut

proper respect und uttention cun be yiven to children’s views in the near future.

Accordinyg to Article 12 of the UNCRC, when a child “is cupuble of forming his or her own views”,
their views should be given due weight in uccordunce with their uge und maturity, However,
Hony Kony Government does hot huve un effective und open chunnel which encouruyes
Hony Kony children to speuk up. The Children’s Council Working Committee is now workiny
hard to uchieve our youl in setting up u permunent Children’s Council — u plutform for children
to express their opinions on issues concerning them. It will be a greut opportunity to truly exercise
the rights to puarticipution in Hony Kony. Yet, we feel disuppointed thut we do hot have much
supfport or uttention from both the public und the yovernment.



2.6

2.7

2.8
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2.10

Moreover, muny policies concerning children in Hong Kony, such us educution reforms aund
child welfare are often implemented without consulting children’s opinion. We believe that this
is aguinst the spirit behind Article 12 of the UNCRC. As children will be the ones directly uffected
by these policies, it is best that their ideus und wants are listened to before implementing these

child-reluted policies.

The educution system in Hony Kony is often criticised us “spoon-feeding” und “truining-oriented”,
und students luck initiative and credtivity. In view of this, the Educution Commission sugyyested
u series of reform medusures, such us “Mother-tongue educution” und “through-road” to improve
the system. Unfortunutely, these meusures ure not tuilor-maude to children’s needs und ure
chunying frequently, leuding to u lot of setbuck und confusion. Although children do not have
us much professiondl knowledyge us udults do, being ut the receiving end of educution, they
dre the ones who know whuat they heed. Without redlly having children participating in it,

educution reform cunnot conform to the heeds und the expectutions of children.

Here is ohe clear example. Under the present educution system in Hong Konhy, the Curriculum
Development Council (CDC) is u free-stunding udvisory body uppointed by the Chief Executive
of Hony Kony to yive udvice on dll mutters relating to curriculum development for the school
system from kindergarten to the sixth form of secondary school. Before the CDC yives udvice
to the yovernment or mukes uny sugyestions of improvement in the curriculum, it curries
out reseurches und uses different ways to collect opinions from the society. They include

acudemics, tfeuchers und puarents, but hot students.

We are dissatisfied with the fact that school children are not given un opportunity to play an
active role in the development of curriculum, which is something that directly affects the
yudlity und yuuntity of educution they receive in school. We strongly believe that with children’s
ideus, curriculum development would be mude more efficiently and successfully. The curriculum

would be more suituble for students.

In an interview conducted with Professor Wonyg Yuk Shan, Chairman of the CDC in 2003,
Professor Wony uyreed thut student purticipution is vitul, He suid thut we could express our
opinions in written form und send it fo the CDC. However, students in Hong Konhy seldom voice
their views to it. It is becuuse of the lack of publicity of the CDC. They muy ulso be ufraid thut
their opinions will not be uccepted. Professor Wony udlso suid that the CDC could involve
students in the brainstorming process. While we agreed to the suggestion, we think that this is
not enough. In order to dllow children to participute genuinely in school curriculum development,

we propose to estublish the Curriculum Development Council for School Children (CDCSC).



2.11

2.12

2.13

Members of the CDCSC ure to collect opinions from students of diversified backygrounds.
Opinions could be collected through letters, emudils, fuxes, messayge bodrds und opinion boxes
in schools und discussion forums on the Internet. They should ulso conduct lurgye-scule surveys
und hold public student forums whenever hecessary. Students will definitely find it edsier to
express their opinions, without constraints, to students of their similur uge. Dutu und opinions
collected will be seriously discussed in the generul ussembly held once a month. Any topics
raised in the CDCSC should be discussed thoroughly until a consensus is mude. Approved
proposdls will be sent to the CDC. Furthermore, members should have the right to sit in meetings
of the CDC on relevunt issues. The CDC should involve students in the brauinstorming process
whenever they wish 1o infroduce drastic reforms. They shall dlso send their proposuls (i.e. those
closely reluted to school children) to the CDCSC for consultution before sendiny it fo the

government to ensure students ure fully informed of the possible chunyes.

To obtuin opinions from students, teuchers und school principuls of our proposul of setting up u
CDCSC in Hohy Kony, we successfully carried out a survey in 15 schools randomly ranging from
Bund I to lll during Junhuary und Februdary in 2003. More thun 3,000 students, 140 teachers und
principuls had completed und returned the yuestionnuires. The results were encouraying. 84%
of students ugreed to the ideu of students’ purticipution in curriculum development. 65% of
students were willing to be involved in curriculum development becuuse of severaul reusons.
Some thought that when the opinions of students could be voiced out, the curriculum could
be more diversified. They expected the syllubuses designed would be uble to cuter for students’
heeds, so students would be more inferested und motivated in leurning. Others agreed to tuke
purt in curriculum development simply becuuse education is u matter closely reluted to them.
As u receiver of educution, their right to be involved in curriculum development should be
exercised. 70% of them thought that children participation in curriculum development wus
possible. In conclusion, the results of the survey reflected the euyerness of secondury school
students in Hony Kony to voice out their opinion on the existing syllaubus und curriculum that
they are studying. Some of them even wanted to participate in curriculum development,

In addifion, over 70% of feuchers aygreed that children should have the right to participate in
curriculum development. The dutu ulso showed thut 74% of the teuchers ure not sutisfied with
the present syllubus. They wanted to have it regulated. There were dlso many teachers who
think that the ided of dllowing students to tuke part in planning the school curriculum is feusible.
A large percentuge of teduchers ugreed to the ideud of setting up d student committee us u
proper chunnel to communicute with the CDC. They ulso suw the udvuntuges of students
ygetting themselves involved in the curriculum. They believed that students might have stronger
motivation to leurn und fucilitate their leurning if they dre given the autonomy to plun und

design the curriculum. It ulso encouruyged students to purticipute in sociul uffuirs,



2.14 To conclude, we believe thut children ure competent of giving sound sugygestions on mutters

concernhing them. It is reusonuble to carry out meusures to ensure the right to participation of
children is respected. With the participution of children, professiondl planners would get d fuller
picture of the redl heeds und interest of children directly. Better policies will thus be dble to be

formulated.

iEee)\ FVA CIVIL RIGHTS AND FREEDOM

Article 16: Protection of privacy

3.1

As mentioned in 2.1, muny impoverished children how live in smuall partitioned rooms, bed
spuce upurtments und places dlike. Their average living area per person is only 22 syudre feet,
the smullest umony them is g mere 10 sqyuure feet, u fur cry from the staundard of 70 squure
feet set by the Housing Authority. Children in such dwellings have to share facilities such as
toilets und kitfchens with other tenants, constituting un extremely unfavorable mode of living,

not to mention u complete luck of privacy.

Article 19: Abuse and neglect

3.2

3.3

3.4

Hong Kony hus u mixed culture of Chinese und western elements, however, many parents in
Hony Kony still believed in traditionul Chinese teuching ways, “physicul punishment gives you
u filial child”. Besides, the slugyish economy depresses muny udults, who may take it out on

their children. Unfortunately, children cannot defend themselves, being wedk und pussive.

As u generdl guide, child ubuse is defined us uny uct of commission or omission thut endunyers
or impuirs u child’s physicul/psycholoyicul hedlth und development. As child abuse is such un
important issue und cun cause permanent damage to children, we propose that the government

implement mundutory educdution for parents,

We huve conhducted u guestionnuire survey in 4 schools und in various districts during the
period of Junhuary und February in 2003. The targets of our survey ure purents and children. We
have collected 450 vulid replies. According to our survey, close to 50% of the respondents
thought that the child ubuse problem in Hony Konhy wus only moderute. In fuct, uccording to
government stufistics, the humber of newly reyistered child ubuse cuses hus increused in recent
yedars, from 311 cuses in 1996 to 535 cuses in 2001. Most cuses involved physicul ubuse. The

seconhd most extensive form of abuse is sexudl harassment.,



3.5

3.6

3.7

At present, parent educution concerning child ubuse is inadeyuute in Hong Konyg. With the
munduatory educdation, we believe it cun help estublish a harmonious relationship between
purents und children, and prevent children from being dbused. Through parent educdtion, we
could educute the purents ubout the uttitudes heeded for yood purenting.

Some people muy be worried that when the proposdal is carried out, it will meet with a ot of
objections, especidlly from the parents. But in fuct, most of the parents who dabuse their children
turn to violence only us the lust resort or becuuse they do not know unything about child ubuse
and its consequences. These purents waunt to muke u good job of parenting but they often

find themselves in u helpless position.

Mandutory parent educdation is un effective channel to bring the right messages to dll parents
und provide them with ussistunce und yuidunce. This is why we think it can help lessen the
child ubuse situution in Hony Kony.

Article 37(a): The right not to be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading

3.8

3.9

3.10

treatment or punishment

Hony Kong reported lust year that there were about 1,600 cuses of school bullying. In a simple
survey umohy the Child Councilors in March 2004, it showed that half of the participants of the
Children’s Council suid that they had seen bullying in school. This showed that children cannot
be well protected even when they ure studying in school. Children could be humiliated und

punished by family members, clussmates, teachers and strangers anywhere.,

Corporul punishment used in the fumily cun ulso cuuse both psycholoyicul und physicul
dumugye to children. Some purents swear ut their children and others limit a child’s freedom.
Physical punishment such as slapping on the hand and cahing are still used in many families.

As the problem sfill exists in Honyg Kony, we think the implementaution of Article 37(Q) is not very
successful. We hope the yovernment cun provide more educution to the Hony Kony people
especiully purents und potentiul purents. We ulso wish the government cun have u redl
children’s policy to look intfo the matters us soon s possible. The followings dre some of our
sugyested solutions to the problem:

e |Incorporuting morul educution into the school curriculum
e |Infroducing unfti-bullyinyg policy

e Estublishing concern groups in schools



e Setting up u reporting mechunism
¢ Implementing u police officer attachment program in high-risk schools

e Implementing smuill cluss educution

Jesitef(el)\ [ H BASIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

Article 24: Access to health care services

4.1

4.2

4.3

Quality of the Student Health Service

The Student Hedlth Service in Honyg Kong fdils to take full care of the students’ psycholoyicudl
hedlth. A survey we have conducted indicates that parents generdily think that the Student
Heudlth Service does hot provide sufficient assessment of children’s psycholoyical problems.
Therefore, we hope thut the government depurtments concerned would enhaunce the scheme
by setting up g more effective mechunism for psycholoyicul ussessment. To enuble students
with psycholoyicul problems to seek help from their teuchers, it is udvisuble to send the
ussessment reports to the schools so that the teachers could tuke follow-up uctions. Furthermore,
figures from the Student Heulth Service of the Depurtment of Hedlth showed that the number
of students who pdarticiputed in the scheme in the previous school yedr was slightly more than
half of the totul humber of eligible students in Hong Kony. Our survey dlso showed that some
purents left the scheme becuuse the ussessment provided wus hot comprehensive enouygh.
All these proved that there are deficiencies in the scheme. The Government should improve
the quudlity of the scheme so ds to encourage more students to tuke part in it and to ensure

that their hedlth is protected.

School Dental Care Service
The present School Dentul Cure Service in Hony Konhy only covers primary school students. As
most of the secondury school students ure still under 18, yovernment should extend the

service to secondury school students so us to ensure that dll children are beiny tuken cure of.

Education and Promotional Work on Child Health Policies

From our survey group of 363 primury school students in u survey conducted in Junuary and
February in 2003, 56% of the respondents ure unuwdure of the medicul services provided to
them. Also, from our reseurch, only 39% of 547 purents interviewed, ugreed that government
promotion is sufficient und informative enouyh for them to understund the medicul services
that are provided to their children. More educution und promotiondl work on the child hedlth

policies ure obviously heeded.



4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

Space in Pediatric Wards

Due to limited spucing in Hony Kony, only 16 government hospituls have pediutric wards. There
are inudeyuute rooms und spuce for purents to stay with their children overnight. In some cuses,
children that are close to 18 yeurs old of uye will be treuted us un audult, having to stay in the

adults ward degpriving their rights to speciul care und help.

Play Services

Play services still ure hot encouruged by the government in pediutric wards. To our knowledye,
the few play specidlists that are present in certuin hospitdls ure hot yovernment funded. As u
result, the number of pluy specidlists is actuully decreusing due to funding difficulties within
hospituls. The existence of pluy specidlists is essentially important to hospitdlized children as

they dre uble to lessen the feur und enuble children to recuperate ut u higher speed.

No Pediatric Hospital
There is No pediutric hospitul in Hony Kony. We believe that a pediutric hospital with one-stop
infeyrated medicul service cun yive better care to children. We dlso sugyest the government

systemuatize dll information in pediatric hospituls.

Child Health Policies

Improving and forming an overdll child hedalth policy is heeded. Accordihg to the UNCRC,
children dure u group with speciul needs of their own. However, we dre unuwure of the
government announcinyg any official child hedlth policies. Different departments often take
cure of different purts of the child hedlth services. There is u luck of coordinution between
depurtments, therefore u thorough child hedlth policy is heeded to orgunize the whole child

heulth service system.

Article 26: The child’s right to social security benefit

4.8

Articles 26 stutes that State Purties recoghize for every child the right to benefit from sociul
security. The Hong Konyg government is currently offering Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance (CSSA) to households in heed. However, the cutegories of payments covered dre
both inudeyuaute und inflexible. Children in poverty cannot truly benefit from the scheme. In
1999, the Sociul Welfare Depurtment slushed the standard rates by 10% to 20% bused on the
number of members in U household und cut down the types of speciul grunts, i.e. yrants for
monthly telephone fees, purchuse of spectucles und dentdl freatment, lony-term supplement
und re-accommodution grunts. In 2003, there was u further reduction of 11.1% in stanhdard
rates and rent dllowance wus cut by 15.8%, single purent supplement and medl dllowunce for

full-day students by 11.1% und ygrants to cover school fees by 7.7%. In essenhce, u four-person



4.9

household hus suffered u 40.1% cut in total CSSA puyments in the two reviews und the udjusted
standard rates amount to a mere $5,090. The monthly payment to cover the living expenses of
u child is only $1,275 which is u stugygering 31.6% shy of the minimum staundard of living in Hony
Kong.

Society for Community Orgunization conducted u reseurch in 2004 concerning the living
standards of children currently receiving CSSA. Statistics showed that performunce of these
children in uspects such us nutrition, development, sociul contuct or even the feeliny of
self-respect, have been purticularly low. As the humber of children receiving CSSA is increusing
rapidly these yeurs, if nothing wus done to solve the problems fuced by the children, their

situation would surely become even worse.

Article 27: Standard of living

4.10 In Arficle 27, it states that States Parties recoynize the right of every child to a standurd of living

udeyuute for the child’s physicual, mental, spiritual, morul und sociul development. However,
what we see in Hony Kony is that these elements concerning the children living in poverty are

beiny ubused severely.

Poverty seriously undermines the physioloygicul und psycholoygicul development of children.
According to the sume findings published by the Society for Community Orgunization on the
Living Stundurd of the Children on CSSA Survey mentioned in section 4.9, hearly 75% of the
families interviewed customuairily spread a portion of food that hormdlly serves one meaul over
fwo or more medls: in some cuses even up to four medls. 40% of the inferviewed families suid
they have had experience of sturvation, out of u lack of cush to purchuse foodstuff. Children
who ure not tuking un udequute diet will suffer from malnutrition. Their growth is stunted: they
fall ill more eusily. In such instunces when they do fdll ill, out of finunciul considerutions they
would very often tuke putented medicines insteud of going to private clinics. Or they would
choose to yo to public hospitdls, which reguire lony hours of queuiny, or, in worse cuses, choose
to simply ignore their illnesses. The survey ulso discovered that children who live in purtitioned
rooms or bed spuce dpurtments may suffer abnormal development in their spinal cords due to
u severe luck of muneuveruble spuce.

4.12 As showed in 2.1, u survey conducted by Hony Kony Council of Sociul Services (HKCSS)

showed that around 30,000 impoverished children are now living in small partitioned rooms,
bedspuce upurtments (dlso known us caged homes) and places dlike. The hygienic conditions
of these pluces ure poor und the environment are usudlly heavily polluted. Adding in ¢ rowdy
neighbourhood where the children dre eusily subjected to mulignhunt influence und bullyiny
from malicious individuals, it is little wonder thut they are often in want of u sense of security.

11



4.13

4.14

4.15

Apart from a favourable studying environment, children in poverty dlso lack computers which
would otherwise fucilitute und support u diverse mode of leurniny, und this proves to be u
greut inconvenience for their studies. According to the sume survey on the Living Stundaurd of
the Children on CSSA, only about 30% of the interviewees uttended tutoridl clusses ulthough us
high as over 60% cohsidered themselves in heed of it. The main reason for this is the high tuition
fees which ure beyond the cupubilities of these impoverished households. The heed to purchuse
textbooks und reference mauteriuls ure proving u heuvy burden too for impoverished fumilies,
with their annuul rdise in prices und the freyuent releuse of hew editions. Moreover, these
children are unuble to join extra-curricular activities they are interested in, thus undermining

their physicul und psycholoyicul developments.

More importantly, amonyg the children in poverty in Hony Kony, about 20% of them have to
help their family collect puper cartons und empty cans for petty cash as a meauns of livelihood.
Nevertheless, quite a humber of these children professed u reluctance to upply for CSSA even
though they are eligible for ussistance, for they found it humiliating. Faced with financial
difficulties, money is often u cuuse of worry for them, und they tend to develop u dislike for
their present way of living. It is thus obvious that the issue of poverty has u detrimental effect on

impoverished children, not only physioloyicully but dlso psycholoyicully.

In conclusion, the busic heeds of clothing, nutrition, housing und fransportation ure not sutisfied:
their rights to live und develop dre deprived. These have d profound impuct on the growth of
children in poverty. The government should uddress this issue directly und tuke u greuter sense

of urgency to mup out policies which will ensure busic living stundards for these children.

SpiHei (e AR EDUCATION, LEISURE AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Article 28: Right fo education

Integrated Education in Hong Kong

5.1

Children with speciul educutionul needs only constitute a minority in the society of Hony Kohy
and dre dlways beinyg heylected. In school, they dre regurded as students who would slow
down other children’s proyress; while in society, they dre seen us u heuvy burden to the public.
In 1995, the Hohy Kony Government spotted the inequdilities the children suffered und enacted
the Disability Discrimination Ordinance, the Code of Practice oh Educdation to ensure the equdil
opportunity on educution of the children. Inteyrated educution hus then been introduced

since 1997 und enubles children with speciul educational heeds to enjoy equdl opportunities



5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

to study, just us hormal children do. At the same time provides normal children with an
opportunity to relute to children with speciul educutiondl needs, und to understund that people
with different dbilities in our society will naturdlly have different needs.

Since the implementation of infeyrated educution, there have been annudl increuses in the
number of schools participuting in the scheme from 9 in 1997 pilot project to about 110 in 2002.

Still, integrated educution in muny schools that has admitted children with special educutiondl
needs fuiled to provide effective service. The luck of initiutive is in fuct the mujor drawbuck of
infeyruted educution in Hony Kony.

Although schools in Hony Kong udmit students under the Intfegrated Education Program, it is
offen the students und their purents who tuke the initiutive to udupt themselves to the schools.
The infeyrated educution in Hohy Kony is different from the inclusion educdtion in foreign
countries where the schools tuke the initiutive to udjust them to meet the needs of their students.
Adjustment is needed in busic hardwdre such us corridors, eyuipment und environment. Even
more importunt is the uduptation of soffware such us u redesign of the government promotion
materidls, the udoption of difernutive ussessment methods, and, aubove dll, change in attitudes
und beliefs. For instunce, in examinautions, insteud of written answers, students should be dllowed
to do drawinys or ygive ordl presentations und ussessment und grading of these students’
performance should vary uccording to their backgrounds. Indeed, “inclusive educuation” should
be the ideul model of infeyruted educution. However, inteyruted educution in Honhy Konhy hus
nhot achieved uny of these gouls und is in fact far from beiny “inclusive”.

We strongly believe thut it is the responsibility of the government to work for the good of the
people und to provide them with equul educution opportunities. In order to ensure that the
ideu of inteyruted educution would be widely uccepted und become the prevdiling frend in
schools, government ussistunce is indispensuble.

We have the following sugyested upprouches:

e Civic educution should be strengthened by the Government to help the public acquire u
correct understunding of children with special educutional needs. This cun be done through
promotion on television und rudio, through television progrums ubout children with special
educutionul heeds, us well us orgunizing events such as Integrated Educution Week.

o A stundinyg udvisory und supervision body should be formed under the Educution und
Mdanpower Bureuu in order to improve the structure of inteyrated educution.

o With regurd to the fruining of teuchers, regulations should be mude to ensure that dll
would-be teuchers must study subjects on children with specidl educutionul heeds. Meunwhile,
the yudlity of these subjects should be enhunced to enuble the teuchers 1o guin un in-depth
understunding of children with special educutionul heeds und to ruise tfeuching gudlity.,
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e More resources should be ullocuted to schools for uttending to children with speciul
educufionul heeds.

o A long-term policy should be formuluted to help children with speciul educationul needs.

e A vdlue-udded inteyrated educution index should be set up to encouruge more schools to
run integrated educution.

e An uwurd scheme should be set up to commend children und schools that have done well
in integrated educution.

e A column of integruted schools should be udded to the school selection list for primary and
seconhdury schools. The list should be upduted aunnudlly so that parents would know better
ubout them.

Children in Poverty Deprived of Proper Education

5.7

5.8

The economy of Hony Kony luys stress on the development of high technoloygyy und service
industry. The demuands of the economy ure chunyging fast, any society that hopes to stay
competitive und prosperous will find itself in dire heed of different tulents who dare creutive,
innovutive, und uduptuble. The future of our society will ulso depend on the successful
nurturing of u younyer yenerution who dure cupuble of independent thinking, who are fully
aware of their own potentidls und responsibilities, und who dre keen to update their skills and
expertise throughout life. Nowuduays in Hony Kony, the extreme dispurity between the rich and
poor tends to be more serious. Inside the society, effect of poverty on children is always been
ighored. The rights for them are not beiny respected. From the Survey on Children’s Living
Conditions in Old Urbun Areus, children living in poverty even caunnot own some busic fucilities
for studyiny like computer, desk, or even u set of stutionery. Moreover, becuuse of their own
financial problem, they may have difficulties and worries about their educutional resources.
The development of high technoloyy und use of computers ure very importunt now. Under
this situation, the result of yup in knowledyge of the high technoloygy und use of computers
would seriously uffect these children und they would fdil to grow up properly. It is importunt to

improve their conditions und stop the poverty cycle.

The dim of educution should be to provide the best meuns for the students, let them leurn best
whuat they want to leurn. However, though there is government ussistunce for schooling fee,
textbook and transport costs. We believe that not dll of the children’s bdsic heeds cun be
covered by the existing system. The subsidies of the yovernment towurds the children dre
focused on regulur educution, but hot on the development of children us a whole. While
understundinyg the finunciul pressure, muny children tend to supfpress their needs; even they
dre just very busic extra-curricular activities for other children. As a result, their chaunces of

thorouygh ledrning reduced.



5.9

These children dre now in heed of help from the government. The government ought to adjust
the policies in view of Article 28 of the UNCRC.,

Article 31: Leisure, recreation and cultural activities

Children in Poverty Deprived of Leisure Activities

5.10 Accordiny to Article 31, Stutes Purties recoyhize the right of the child to rest und leisure, to

5.11

5.12

enhyuge in play and recreutiondl activities uppropriute to the age of the child und to participate
freely in culturdl life and arts, However, d lot of children in poverty dre living in poor conditions
in Honyg Konhy. For those children, the right to play is like < luxury to them due to the lack of
sufficient living ureu und resources. While suppressing their wants of extra-curricular uctivities,
many of them cunnot even invite their friends home because of the smdll fluts they are living in.
Their living environments huve u significunt ussociution with their self-esteem. It makes it difficult
for them to meet friends.

The lucking of sufficient living areu increuses the dunger for them to play at home, the stairway
or the corridor. They may linger in the purk or public ureu neurby with their friends. It ulso
increuses the risk of mMeeting people with bud influence.

Since subsidies provided to children in poverty by the Educution und Munpower Bureau is often
not udeyuute, these students find it purticularly hard to join extru-curricular activities which they
desire. Muny students from low-income fumilies often point out that they were dble take part
in activities ut school, but there wus not u biy variety to choose from due to their finauncial
circumstunces. Most of them sincerely hope to receive more subsidies from the government,
so that they could purticipute in extra-curricular activities for free, or puy u hominadl price.

An overview of the Extra-curricular Activities Organized by Schools in Hong Kong

5.13

Orygunizing diversified extra-curricular activities require enormous funds and resources. Currently,
schools in Hony Kony receive operuting expenses block yrunts from the Educution und
Munpower Bureuu und they ure free to decide the umount to be spent on individudl uspect.
Thus, schools hormually would deduct the generdl expenditure from the budget first and then
dllocute u smuall portion of the bulance for the organization of extra-curricular activities. Since
there is no other channel for the schools to apply for extra funding from the government, und
the subsidies from alumni donutions ure usudlly limited, schools cun only hormually orgunize u
few extru-curricular uctivities which are often limited in diversity. This is paurticularly true of the
situdtion in primary schools. This shows that many students howaudays ure hot uble to choose
und tuke purt in uctivities they like.
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5.14 The situution in Hony Kony intfernutional schools is, however, different. The greut variety of
extra-curricular activities avdiluble in internationul schools endbles students to leurn u wide
ranyge of knowledyge und skills. Stfudents offen guin u greuter sense of satisfaction and success
other thun from their routine study. Besides, they cun brouden their socidl circles und horizons
us well us deepen their understundiny of society through purticiputing in extra-curricular
activities, and this will provide them a channel through which they can improve their self-esteem
und obtuin self-enlightenment.

5.15 Therefore, we sugygest that locul schools cun provide more spuce und opportunities for students
to purticipute in different kinds of extra-curricular activities.

An Overview of Hong Kong Children’s Participation in Extra-curricular Activities

5.16 The Boys’ and Girls” Clubs Associution of Honyg Konhy, the Hony Kohy Professional Teachers’
Union, und the Hony Kony Institute of Educution Alumni Associution have joined together to
conduct u “Survey of How School Children Spend their Leisure Time in Honyg Kony (2002)”. 37
primary and 330 secondury schools were surveyed by meuns of u questionnuire und 2,160
vulid yuestionnuires were collected.

5.17 The result of the survey revedudls the following problems:

e There is un increusinyg yreuter vuriety of ufter-school home uctivities, but they dre busicully
stutic uctivities.

e Children mostly stuy ut home to wautch television (20.1%), und children playing computer
gumes or surfing on the Internet at home is dlso becominyg increusingly common (14. 2%).

e Children how spend more time on ufter-school tutoridl lessons than before.,

47.1 % of school children tuke tutoriul lessons ufter school. The uveruge time they spend on
this is 4 hours 47 minutes per week aund the mMedian is 3 hours.

e There is too much pressure from studies.

In order to cope with the pressure from the heuvy burden of homework uand exumination,
mauny children spend more und Mmore time on studying, thus reducing the fime und opportunity
they have for purticiputing in extra-curricular activities.

e There hus been u chunyge in the reusons why children do not purficipute in extru-curriculur
activities. By 2002, more und more children were not dble to puarticipute in extra-curricular
activities either becuuse the charyges were 100 high, or becuuse there was no time or no
suituble fime.

5.18 To sum up, we cunh conclude that extra-curricular activities contribute gredatly to the physicul
und psycholoyicul development of children. Extra-curricular uctivities are yenerdlly popular
with students, but due to the various reusons mentioned dubove, they are not uble to tuke un
active puart in these uctivities.



5.19 In conclusion, we sugyest thut the government should provide fundinyg to schools und

orygunizutions to orgunize extru-curriculur activities of u greuter variety und higher quulity.
Schools should dlso be encouraged to set up their own panels to coordinute and design
extru-curriculur activities.

A el [0)\RYIIH SPECIAL PROTECTION MEASURES

Article 32: Economic exploitation, including child labour

6.1

6.2

6.3

In Honyg Kony, we have {The Employment of Children Regulutions) to enhsure that there is ho
exploitation of child lubour. {The Employment of Children Regulations) states that the
government prohibits the employment of children uged under 15 in industriul undertakings.
Children uged 13 und 14 years may work in hon-industriul establishments, subject to stringent
restrictions imposed by the Reguldtions in order to ensure their full-fime schooling and protect
their sufety, hedlth, and welfare,

Although we have these reguldtions, child labours still appedr in Hony Kohy.

According to the result of a survey conducted by the Hong Kony Council of Social Services
(HKCSS) mentioned in 2.1, 20% of the children in poverty in Hong Konhy have to help their fumily
collect puper curtons und empty cuns for petty cush us meauns of livelihood. Fuced with
finunciul difficulties, money is offen u cuuse of worry for them, uand they tend to develop u
dislike for their present way of living. It is thus obvious that the issue of poverty hus u detrimentdl
effect on impoverished children, not only physiologicdlly but dlso psycholoyicully.
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