
Assistance to Elderly Owners in Dilapidated Buildings 

1. In June 2004, Housing Society (HS) successfully visited 83 elderly owners of old 
buildings in Shamshuipo district to collect data on their expectation and the 
conditions of their flats.  It was noted that some of the elderly owners wished to 
live in public housing but majority would like to maintain their flats for own use 
or renting out for income. 

2. Elderly owners of dilapidated buildings are faced with two problems :- 

2.1 living problem – most of the old buildings lack proper maintenance and 
some are without lift provision.  Elderly persons suffering from geriatric 
illness have difficulties in climbing stairs. 

2.2 financial problem – some elderly persons may not have enough financial 
resources to pay for repair and maintenance of the buildings and the flats. 

3. The Hong Kong Housing Authority (HA) approved a new policy which allows 
elderly flat-owners with walking difficulties living in buildings without lifts to be 
considered for rehousing in HA’s Housing for the Senior Citizens units upon 
Social Welfare Department’s Compassionate Rehousing recommendation since 
May 2004. 

4. HS launched a “Building Management and Maintenance Scheme” (BMMS) in 
February 2005 to help owners of old buildings to carry out proper management 
and maintenance to their properties.  BMMS also includes a loan scheme for 
owners to repair the interior of their flats. 

5. In helping the elderly owners, HS need to work together with professional social 
workers who have experience in offering elderly services.  We have approached 
Hong Kong Council of Social Service (HKCSS) requesting their views and 
support to work out cooperation modes with voluntary agencies in different 
districts in this respect. 

6. With close cooperation of HA, HS, Social Welfare Department and professional 
social workers, appropriate assistance would be rendered to elderly owners of 
dilapidated buildings. 
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