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Proposal to Designate 28 April asthe Commemoration Day
for Dead and Injured Workersin Hong Kong

Purpose

This paper sets out the Administration’s position on the proposal to
designate 28 April as the Commemoration Day for Dead and Injured Workers in
Hong Kong.

Background

2. Safety and health at work has always been one of the
Administration’s major areas of concern. Indeed, over the years, the Labour
Department has been striving to enhance the standards of occupational safety
and health in Hong Kong through legislation and enforcement, education and
training as well as promotion and publicity. We have also been working
closely with the Occupational Safety and Health Council, trade associations,
labour unions, professional bodies, related organisations and other government
departments concerned to launch promotional programmes seeking to inculcate
a positive safety culture in Hong Kong. The following are some of the major
programmes in recent years :

(a) Construction Industry Safety Award Scheme;

(b) Catering Industry Safety Award Scheme;

(¢) Occupational Safety Charter;

(d) Customer Service Teams Project;

(e) Hong Kong Occupational Safety and Health Award;
(f) Construction Safety Day;

(g) Good Housekeeping Day;



(h) Occupational Health Day; and

(1) Green Cross Day.

The Administration’s Proposed Promotional Activities on the World Day
for Safety and Health at Work

3. The International Labour Organisation (“ILO”) has designated 28
April as the “World Day for Safety and Health at Work” to focus international
attention on promoting and creating a safety and health culture at work. The
ILO’s thinking behind such a designation is that the Day should stress what
could be done proactively to prevent occupational accidents and diseases. The
Administration subscribes fully to the ILO’s thinking. In support of the ILO’s
initiative, we plan to organise a series of promotional activities on this year’s
“World Day for Safety and Health at Work”. The activities planned include an
occupational safety and health seminar on 28 April and various exhibitions.

4. In addition, we also plan to organise a ceremony to unveil a memorial
plaque at the Occupational Safety and Health Gallery at the Hong Kong Science
Museum. The proposed inscription on the plaque is as follows:
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The Administration’s Position on the proposal to designate 28 April as the
Commemor ation Day for Dead and Injured Workersin Hong Kong

5. The Administration fully supports the spirit of the “World Day for
Safety and Health at Work”. We consider that it is more meaningful and
positive for us to follow the ILO’s lead and observe the “World Day for Safety
and Health at Work” on 28 April, rather than designating the day as the
“Commemoration Day for Dead and Injured Workers in Hong Kong”. After
all, the proposed plaque to be unveiled on 28 April this year will be a clear mark
of the tribute paid to workers killed or injured in work-related accidents over the
years.

TheWay Forward

6. The Administration will organise exhibitions and a safety seminar in
collaboration with the Occupational Safety and Health Council to mark this
year’s “World Day for Safety and Health at Work”. Similar promotional
events will be held on 28 April in future years. Subject to Members’ views, we
will also hold a ceremony on 28 April this year to unveil a memorial plaque at
the Occupational Safety and Health Gallery at the Hong Kong Science Museum
to pay tribute to those who lost their lives or were injured in work accidents in
Hong Kong over the years.

Labour Department
Economic Development and Labour Bureau
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