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For information

L egidative Council Panel on Security

Sixth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization
Supplementary Information

Purpose

This paper provides supplementary information requested by
Members when discussing the item on “Security arrangements for the Sxth
Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization to be held in Hong
Kong in December 2005” at the meeting on 3 May 2005. The
Administration was requested to —

(a) provide a copy of its paper on the Sixth Ministerial Conference of
the World Trade Organization (MC6) for the meeting with the
Wan Chai District Council in May 2005;

(b) advise whether arrangements had been made for the Hong Kong
Garrison to assist in maintaining peace and order in Hong Kong,
if necessary, during the period when MC6 was held in Hong
Kong, and provide information on the mechanism for seeking the
Garrison’s assistance to deal with unauthorized flights in the air
curfew zone;

(c) provide information on the Police’s preparations against possible
terrorists attacks when MC6 was held in Hong Kong; and

(d) provide the reports of its internal review on the security
arrangements for the Handover Ceremony in 1997, the Annual
Meeting of the World Bank Group and the International
Monetary Fund in 1997 and the FORTUNE Global Forum in
2001.

Consultation with District Councils

2. The Administration consulted the Wan Chai District Council and the
Yau Tsim Mong District Council on MC6 on 17 May and 30 June 2005
respectively. Copies of the relevant papers, which are available in Chinese
only, are attached at Annexes A and B. The Administration will also be
briefing the Central and Western District Council on 21 July 2005.
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Assistance from Garrison

3. Under Article 14 of the Basic Law, the Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSARG) may, when necessary, ask
the Central People’s Government (CPG) for assistance from the Garrison in
the maintenance of public order and in disaster relief. Nevertheless, the
HKSARG is fully capable of maintaining internal law and order and
responding to emergencies, and we believe that the chance of the HKSARG
having to request the CPG for assistance from the Garrison should be very
remote. In any case, in line with our practice of keeping all interested parties
posted, we have briefed the Garrison on the forthcoming MC6 and our
preparations for it.

Preparation against Terrorist Attacks

4. Hong Kong is one of the safest cities in the world, and its
socio-political environment has not featured any connection with terrorism.
There is also no known terrorist infrastructure or homegrown terrorists and the
risk of Hong Kong becoming a target of terrorist attacks is generated
externally, through the international terrorism movement. Nonetheless, we
recognize that some MC6 delegates will be coming from economies subject to
a higher terrorist threat. We are therefore closely monitoring international
developments and their possible impact on Hong Kong through close liaison
with overseas intelligence, law enforcement agencies and local consulates.
The current terrorist threat level is assessed as “moderate”.

5. On the counter-terrorism front, Hong Kong has very comprehensive
legislative controls on firearm, import of chemical, biological, radioactive and
nuclear (CBRN) materials and terrorist financing, all of which aim to reduce
the threat of possible exploitation by terrorist groups. Hong Kong also has a
very effective immigration control regime.

6. The Police adopt a highly visible policing strategy which seeks to,
among other things, deter terrorists and their associates. A counter-terrorism
response system is also in place to deal with the unlikely event of a terrorist
attack. The Police’s counter-terrorism capability includes dedicated units
such as Special Duty Unit, Airport Security Unit and Explosive Ordinance
Disposal Units that are specially trained for robust counter-terrorism response.
In addition, all frontline police officers are constantly apprised of the overall
terrorist situation and equipped with handy guidelines available at all times to
deal with possible terrorist attacks. Police community relations officers
proactively engage local ethnic groups and their leaders to gauge their



sentiments and any possible religious conflicts.

7. As for terrorism at sea, the introduction of the new maritime
International Shipping and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code) in July
2004, with which Hong Kong is fully compliant, will help to keep Hong Kong
a “Safe Harbour”. In fact, Hong Kong is one of the first territories to fully
meet the requirements of the US Container Security Initiative and is leading
the way in efforts to secure the international maritime supply chain, bringing
new technology and procedures into the container shipping business.

8. Interdepartmental counter-terrorism exercises are organized regularly
to test readiness, response and coordination of relevant Government
departments.  Attention is also paid to cross-border cooperation. In
November 2004, the first tripartite counter-terrorism exercise among the law
enforcement agencies of Hong Kong, Guangdong and Macau was conducted
to strengthen the overall cross-border counter-terrorism capability.

Inter nal Reviews of Major International Events held in Hong Kong

0. The Police conduct internal reviews after major events or incidents to
assess the effectiveness of the operations and measures taken and identify
room for improvement. The reviews and assessments are internal documents
which are not released to the public in order not to compromise the
operational effectiveness of the Police. Nevertheless, the Police are most
prepared to address Members' specific areas of concern as far as possible.

Commerce, Industry and Technology Bureau
Security Bureau

Hong Kong Police For ce

July 2005
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