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22 November 2004 
Mrs Sharon Tong 
Clerk to Panel  
Panel on Security 
Legislative Council 
Legislative Council Building 
8 Jackson Road 
Hong Kong 
 
via  Mr Peter H H Wong, SASG/BL 
 
 
Dear Mrs Tong, 
 

Panel on Security 
Special Meeting on 29 November 2004 

 
  I refer to you letter of 5 November 2004 and enclose the following 
information as requested:- 
 

(a) samples of the various types of state statutes in the United States 
conferring protection on the confidentiality of journalistic sources; 

 
• among the 51 jurisdictions (50 states and the District of Columbia) 

of the United States, we have come across 32 jurisdictions with 
specific statutory provisions on the protection of journalistic 
sources (Enclosure A).  
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(b) the draft law on the protection of journalists’ sources adopted by the 

Chamber of Representatives of Belgium on 6 May 2004 and sent for 
review in the Senate (Doc 51 0024/017) 

 
• a copy of the law downloaded from the website of the Belgian 

Chamber of Representatives <http://www.lachambre.be/> 
together with an unofficial English translation of the law arranged 
by this Department (Enclosure B).  

 
 

(c) the law of 8 June 2004 on the freedom of expression in the media of 
Luxemburg, Memorial A No.85 of 2004. 
 
• a copy of the law downloaded from the website of the 

Government of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 
<http://www.legilux.public.lu/> together with an unofficial 
English translation of the law arranged by this Department 
(Enclsoure C) 

   
 
 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 

(Anita Ng) 
Senior Government Counsel (Ag) 

Basic Law Unit/Legal Policy Division 
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Enclosure A 
 
 

Samples of the various types of state statutes in the United States conferring 
protection on the confidentiality of journalistic sources:- 
 
 

(a) California – Evidence Code, § 1070 
 

(b) Colorado – Title 13. Courts and Court Procedure, 12-90-119 
 

(c) Delaware – Title 10. Courts and Judicial Procedure, §§ 4320-4326 
 
 (d) District of Columbia – Title 16. Particular Actions, Proceedings and 

Matters, § 16-4701 – 4704. 
































































































