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Emergency Relief Fund Trustee's Report on the Fund and
Audited Statement of Accounts and Director of Audit's
Report for the year ended 31 March 2005
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and Auditor’s Report for the Hospital, for the period from
1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005
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Sample Tests on Plastic Disposable Tableware
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iIEg — 2005F 128 7 H
12 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 7 December 2005

MERBE : LF BRAELTEEEE ()R (=)E75 L5182 ENT B ¥ 8
WERTER - BEUHEEFRHIEL B EREE S H i B — 2N H 5
AL FEN R - B (=) EF - RIE ( HE L2 K0T ) - HEfE R A 1+
G dp L E R R o BTG Fe PTHTHT 2B HE B HY - 75 [ BT & 2 IR 78 Y
WL E By~ IR A ZHE RS G - 5% BT 2 F 7 H BT R
JE W2 i 7 B LR TR AL 7

FERMERMBRER + TRt > BREIEREHE T HRAERE I
& EEHMNEEKE S R EE - H M= 75 %55 75 | e
B TOE PR Mk o BEIE T BT i o B R e B R LR T Y
mFBREENE  WEELEN EER S8 - HEBREROHES - AR
AHiE Y EEEEEMN - TARE —E55 Byl -

BEERE LKL BRYHBHTH 5E A 2L B i 2 = RN T

£ - T B R F IR 2 0 B BRAL R A F R RA M 7w 22X

M B T A] XA 1 KA T F T 28 B s+ (L8 2 1788 R IR#NMT - 57 [

B E & T8 - I REE & R 7 TR L 2T E - BT E &S
i ZE g 7 HI FH 758 7] 5 E - = if7 B AT JE P 5 2 B s e 7

RERMERMBRER  THFLL WA HER ERERHEZGHES
HEETHSE - TSR ORR N2 - WA ZEEHELFEDUEF
HZg R ERZFNRER TEH AR -

BREBE LF ARELZEEFEIGL  WHAFEGEEZ A KA ZF
HIE B - (HE L - FTEF - E — L o I 2 s P27 78 B )
A WA T IR N BRI T B - G RAET T REKE
FYE - I A FE P E TR R - AR RSB JE T R 2B T M
o R LHEEFBARTETREAD R - GRE SO AEENERE
BHETDE  HE)EZRBE  RAKHGHMUTEEZCTTE ? SR

REZEIE ?

RERMERMBRER  THFLL WA RERE ERFRHEZGHETHE
CETHIREAME - TEHGOMAER - BN R E o E 112 1R 208 i s



iIvEg — 2005F 128 7 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 7 December 2005 13

HRMEYERESCBREEEYEH  RAEEEHEZEE T 2 H S R
R WHRFFEIMRAGESAEHFMERSE -

BRIBE: LF AT EHEHFELRENGFVE - TEME T 582 8E
DE - H BT HEZEZE ?BFEREHIEIE?

FERAERRMBRE : T4t  EFEHEEZEHR I EZEELEEREHREHN
BMEt—fIZT - fTDMERE SRS » {52

BREBRE : L/HE - BRBHAIEF R - F)EE—PFE T -

FERAMERRMBRE  HMEAGE/NEAEERM > RBERERMYE
REFEMEZERAFRAETFRE  UKBEZARER - ZWHEAURNEEFEZT
EENEZIZNER  FEERETESE=ERETRAME -

BREBR : L/F HEEF  BRTZEZTHEHRYEL - HIFEE K= F
5 i B BB RE - iE OE RIFENFEE - RPN X = P&
LmE B LR E T RBE - R R EEARYE T - AR
BLAGREFEXRGZNE » HELFHENBZARYT - RIEEME  #55H
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REXBEOXZEHEF N
Maintaining Competitiveness of Local Port Business
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Dr YEUNG Sum rose to claim a division.
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Geographical Constituencies:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, seven were in favour of the motion, 19 against it
and one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 16 were in favour of the
motion and 11 against it. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of
each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the
motion was negatived.
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Mr SIN Chung-kai rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 23 were present, 16 were in favour of the amendment, four
against it and three abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections, 25 were present, 14 were in
favour of the amendment, one against it and nine abstained. Since the question
was agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was carried.
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Miss CHOY So-yuk rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, five were in favour of the amendment, 16
against it and one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 22 were present, nine were in favour of
the amendment, eight against it and four abstained. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.

ER HIALREE  RREALDRESER - (RE 170 148 -

AARES : £F REEHH AL 20 CHEERK S RIEHEHEREEES -
MR R SCFF o BN RGH B R EE R B A 0F - DAV B R 22 Sh 75 e Y
Mt - BE A PR 22 R DA -

HEHSURERS BEFREHURERAWREIRLE  SKELHE
I THREMERPIRE - ZHER - (HFE)

ERRREASMCEHOFREEEZ AHILRFEEH R - KERLHEE
K E#EFRAEBERNESE  TOUEE - WEMNFEERR  BROFRET -

(MERT)

ER O NHEHWFEET -

(MERT)

FR-EURALHEEEGSCHEEEEZREL N T B ERERELNW
MoEREE » o PGEFHER  HEMAEEENREXESES -



kg — 2006F 128 7 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 7 December 2005 155

DES T
NEXT MEETING

TR RBAEEMARG - KAELE 200 F 125 HEN=ELF 11 K#EF -
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TEEFR TF 6HF 31 1K -
Adjourned accordingly at twenty-nine minutes to Seven o"clock.
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Appendix 1

WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Home Affairs to Ms Emily LAU's
supplementary question to Question 5

According to the Constitutional Affairs Bureau, prior to the release of its Fifth
Report (the Report), the Constitutional Development Task Force (the Task
Force) commissioned an opinion poll on the package of proposals to ascertain the
level of public support for, and acceptance of, the major elements of the package.
The results of the poll were published in the Report. After the release of the
Report, the Task Force has been monitoring various polls conducted by different
academic and media organizations in respect of the proposed package and issues
relating to constitutional development.
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Appendix 111
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Home Affairs to Miss TAM
Heung-man's supplementary question to Question 5

The following sets out some examples on the public consultations and opinion
surveys conducted by the Government which have had an impact on the relevant
government policies.

Civil Services Bureau

(a) Review of Policy Governing the Taking Up of Outside Work by
Directorate Civil Servants After Ceasing Active Government Service

The Bureau conducted a review of the policy on post-service outside work of
directorate civil servants in 2004-05. The purpose is to improve the regulatory
system governing post-service outside work of civil servants with a view to
avoiding conflict of interest and negative public perception. In accordance with
the established procedures, the Bureau consulted the staff side and departmental
management on the review findings and preliminary proposals between March
and April 2005. After having carefully considered the comments received, the
Bureau made suitable revisions to the proposals and promulgated the revised
arrangement in December 2005.

(b) Pay Level Survey for the Civil Service

From November 2004 to January 2005, the Bureau conducted an extensive
consultation on the methodology of the pay level survey for the Civil Service.
Having regard to the consultation feedback, the consultant engaged by the
Bureau has made refinements to the survey methodology. The Bureau is
currently proceeding with the pay level survey for the Civil Service in
accordance with the refined survey methodology.
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WRITTEN ANSWER — Continued

Commerce, Industry and Technology Bureau

(a) Digital Terrestrial Broadcasting

The Communications and Technology Branch of the Bureau conducted a second
consultation on digital terrestrial broadcasting in Hong Kong from December
2003 to March 2004. Taking into account the views received, the Government
announced the implementation framework for digital terrestrial television
broadcasting in July 2004.

(b) Internet Protocol (IP) Telephony

The Office of the Telecommunications Authority (OFTA) issued a public
consultation paper on "Regulation of Internet Protocol (IP) Telephony" in
October 2004 to solicit views and comments from the industry and interested
party on IP telephony services (a new type of public telecommunications services
for voice transmission over the Internet or managed IP-based networks). Major
issues covered in the consultation include policy and licensing of IP telephony,
numbering  resources, interconnection and charge settlement, and
consumer-related and other issues. Having considered the submissions, the
OFTA issued a statement "Regulation of Internet Protocol (IP) Telephony™ in
June 2005 announcing the decisions on the regulatory framework for IP
telephony services.

To implement the regulatory framework for IP telephony services, the OFTA
issued in August 2005 another consultation paper on the creation of a
service-based operator licence for the provision of IP telephony services and
invited comments from the public on the licensing conditions and fee structure of
the licence. Having considered the views received during the consultation, the
OFTA issued a statement in January 2006 announcing the details of the licensing
conditions of the service-based operator licence and the implementation
arrangements.
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WRITTEN ANSWER — Continued
(c)  The Problem of Unsolicited Electronic Messages

The OFTA issued a consultation paper on "Proposals to contain the problem of
unsolicited electronic messages” in June 2004 with a view to ascertaining the size
of the problem of unsolicited electronic messages and soliciting views from
stakeholders on how the problem should be tackled. Having regard to the views
received during consultation and recent developments, the Government
announced in February 2005 the launch of a campaign entitled "STEPS" to tackle
the problem of unsolicited electronic messages in collaboration with the industry
and the community, including a specific measure to enact a new anti-spam
legislation.

(d) Development of Innovation and Technology

The Innovation and Technology Commission conducted a public consultation in
June 2004 on the Government's new strategy to promote the development of
innovation and technology. The consultation exercise involved soliciting views
from stakeholders and the public through, for example, consultation meetings
and the publication of consultation documents. After considering the feedback
received, the Government in December 2004 decided to set up Research and
Development Centres for five technology focus areas.

(e) Atrium Link Proposal of the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition
Centre (HKCEC)

In 2004, the Trade Development Council proposed to the Government expanding
the atrium link between Phases | and Il of the HKCEC. In response, the Bureau
commissioned an independent consultant to conduct a study on the demand and
supply of exhibition facilities in Hong Kong in the coming five to 10 years.
During the consultancy study, the consultant consulted the industry including
exhibitors, exhibition organizers, exhibition contractors and the industry
association.



kg — 2006F 128 7H
A18 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 7 December 2005

WRITTEN ANSWER — Continued

With the views of the industry players as part of the input for the study, the
consultant came to the conclusion that there is an unmet demand of exhibition
space and recommended that the Atrium Link Extension proposed by the Trade
Development Council should be supported to meet the projected unmet demand.
Having regard to the findings, the Government agreed to the consultant's
recommendation and gave policy support to the proposal.

()  Review of the Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) Funding Scheme

In March 2005, the Trade and Industry Department commissioned The Hong
Kong Polytechnic University to conduct a survey on the beneficiaries of the SME
Export Marketing Fund in order to understand the effectiveness of the scheme.
During the review of the SME funding schemes in May 2005, part of the survey
result was quoted in the Finance Committee paper.

(g) Copyright Amendment Bill

The Government conducted a public consultation on the review of certain
provisions of the Copyright Ordinance from mid-December 2004 to
mid-February 2005. The issues covered in the consultation document include
the scope of business end-user criminal liability, copyright exemption, rental
rights, parallel importation, and so on. We received about 430 submissions, of
which more than 120 were from organizations in various sectors and about 300
were from individual members of the public. Three District Councils invited us
to give a briefing on the consultation document at their Council/Committee
meetings. We also organized a public forum in February 2005 to gauge the
public's views.

Having carefully considered the views received and further discussed with
concerned stakeholder groups, we put forward in June 2005 a package of
preliminary proposals on various copyright-related issues for further consultation
with the relevant panel of the Legislative Council, which subsequently met
deputations from the concerned stakeholder groups and received around 60
written submissions.  The Government also solicited views from major
copyright work user groups (including chambers of commerce, SME
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associations, the Consumer Council, the 18 District Councils, educational
establishments not subvented by the Government, welfare organizations and
major religious bodies) and held discussion with copyright owners. After
having carefully considered all the views expressed, the Government proposed
some refinements to the preliminary proposals in November 2005. The
Government is now preparing the necessary amendment bill based on the
proposals as refined.

Education and Manpower Bureau

(@) Public Consultation on the New Senior Secondary Academic Structure
("334") — A Multiple Stage, Multiple Strategy and Multiple Stakeholder
Approach

Background

In 2000, the Education Commission (EC) recommended the adoption of a
three-year senior secondary academic system to facilitate the implementation of a
more flexible, coherent and diversified senior secondary curriculum. The
Chief Executive, in his 2004 policy address, endorsed the direction and
undertook to consult the public on the implementation details.

The Bureau has adopted a multiple stage, multiple strategy, and multiple
stakeholder approach to consult the public. The three stages launched and
planned so far include:

(a) First Consultation (October 2004 to January 2005) —
comprehensive consultation

(b) Second Consultation (June 2005 to September 2005) — further
consultation on details of curriculum and assessment frameworks

(c) Ongoing dialogue — further consultation on Career-oriented Studies
and Senior Secondary Education for Students with Special
Educational Needs and continuous communication with stakeholders
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WRITTEN ANSWER — Continued
First Consultation

The first consultation has made use of a variety of published materials to suit
different target audience. The Main Document entitled "Reforming the
Academic Structure for Senior Secondary Education and Higher Education —
Actions for Investing in the Future™ was issued on 20 October 2004 to solicit
community feedback on the implementation details including the design
blueprint, timetable and financial arrangements for the proposed changes. The
targets were mainly professionals in the field of education. An executive
summary was available for the general public while a pamphlet was prepared for
parents. Over 20 000 copies of the Main Document and executive summary
and over 1 million copies of the pamphlet were issued during the three-month
consultation period. In addition, a pamphlet on Liberal Studies was issued to
parents of all students in response to the main concerns expressed at the
beginning of the consultation in 2005.

To arouse public awareness of the reform, three announcements of public
interest were broadcast on television and radio during the consultation period.
A series of television and radio programmes, including a mini programme on the
RoadShow, were also produced to introduce the new academic structure.

Apart from these dissemination activities, interactive activities such as
consultation sessions/forums, meetings, school visits, media programmes and
telephone conversations were also organized. The Bureau conducted a total of
115 briefing sessions, seminars or focus group discussions for principals,
teachers, parents, school sponsoring bodies, Legislative Councillors and District
Councillors.  In general the responses were active and constructive. In
addition, the Bureau representatives attended about 60 consultation events
organized by various parties including the Legislative Council, Parent-teacher
Associations, non-government organizations, tertiary institutions, educational,
business and professional organizations. Over 20 meetings with staff and
students of individual schools as well as representatives from school councils and
educational bodies were also arranged. In total, the Bureau met about 30 000
stakeholders to share their views and comments on the reform.
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The Bureau received nearly 3 300 written submissions through mails, e-mails
and fax from various stakeholders in the school sector, educational bodies,
business and professional organizations, voluntary organizations and members of
the public.

The 334" reform generated a great deal of public interest and discussion and
was widely publicized and reported in the media. There were more than 360
editorial and featured articles in major Chinese and English newspapers. A
daily column on the Hong Kong Economic Times was run to address the common
concerns. Members of the public also expressed their views on the reform
through the phone-in radio programmes.

To help individual schools prepare for the implementation of the new academic
structure and senior secondary curriculum, officers from the Bureau's Regional
Education Offices (REO) visited every aided secondary school to hear the views
of principals and teachers, understand their concerns and discuss with them the
projected class structures of their schools and the year of implementation.

To ensure the reliability of feedback from schools required for policy
formulation, the Bureau conducted a questionnaire survey to collect the views of
principals and teachers on the New Senior Secondary (NSS) structure, plans for
offering proposed NSS subjects, the subject curriculum frameworks and the
training needs of teachers. A total of 476 questionnaires were sent out and 471
questionnaires (that is, 98.7%) were returned.

The consultation ended on 19 January 2005 and a report named "The New
Academic Structure for Senior Secondary Education and Higher Education —
Action Plan for Investing in the Future of Hong Kong" (the "334" Report) was
disseminated on 18 May 2005. All published materials are available on
<http://www.emb.gov.hk= and a "334" web-bulletin is developed to inform
the public of the latest development.
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Second Consultation

In view of the complexity of the issues and the far-reaching implications for our
senior secondary and higher education, it was recognized that a single-round
consultation would not be sufficient. The first consultation exercise, which
ended in January 2005, focused on the design blueprint including the curriculum
and assessment framework, together with the broad frameworks for individual
subjects. A second consultation exercise focusing on the curriculum and
assessment details for each NSS subject was conducted from June to September
2005 after the publication of the 334" Report in May. Second drafts of the
curriculum and assessment frameworks for the proposed NSS subjects were
disseminated to schools in early June 2005. Consultation forums were
conducted at the same time for teachers and curriculum developers to exchange
views on the NSS Curriculum.

Simultaneously, two sets of questionnaires, one for principals/vice-principals
focusing on curriculum planning and supporting measures (including the
professional development needs of teachers), and the other for teachers and panel
chairpersons on curriculum details and assessment modes of the 24 subjects,
were sent to all secondary schools for their feedback. By 30 September 2005,
463 secondary schools have responded. The survey results were compiled and
analysed, and a summary of the findings has been uploaded onto the Bureau’s
website at <<http://www.emb.gov.hk= in early December 2005. Schools’
feedback helps Bureau plan ahead for teachers® professional development and
revise the curricula of individual NSS subjects.

Ongoing Dialogue

An ongoing dialogue with relevant stakeholders is also maintained for the
development of Career-oriented Studies (COS), special education under the NSS
structure, university admission criteria, implementation strategies and details.
The measures being used include liaison group meeting with school councils and
post-secondary institutions; 334" web-bulletin; focus group meetings with
different personnel in schools and parents; REO office to collect feedback, and
SO on.
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As regards the development of COS, ongoing discussion with stakeholders
including the Federation for Continuing Education in Tertiary Institutions, Hong
Kong Council for Academic Accreditation, Hong Kong Examinations and
Assessment Authority and the Vocational Training Council was made since May
2005 to work out further details for consultation. A survey was also conducted
in November 2005 to collect schools® information on professional development
needs of their teachers for COS.

For education of the students with Special Educational Needs (SEN), the Bureau
has held a series of consultative meetings with schools, teachers, parents and
professional bodies to solicit feedback on proposals covering a viable academic
structure, curriculum design, learning outcomes, assessment mechanism,
supporting measures and exit pathways for students with SEN, in particular the
intellectually disabled (ID).

A document on "Actions for the Future — Further Consultation on
Career-oriented Studies and the New Senior Secondary Education for Students
with Special Educational Needs" will be disseminated at end January 2006 to
release the details of COS and the NSS Education for students with SEN and to
seek views of various parties including schools and parents on these two issues.

(b) Medium of Instruction (MOI) and Secondary School Places Allocation
(SSPA)

In 2000, the Government accepted the Education Reform proposals
recommended by the EC, including the reform of the SSPA mechanism. The
Government undertook to review the SSPA arrangements in the 2003-04 school
year. Separately, the Government started implementing the "Medium of
Instruction Guidance for Secondary Schools (Guidance)™ in 1998. In 2000, the
Government accepted the recommendation of a joint working group set up by the
former Board of Education and the Standing Committee on Language Education
and Research that the MOI arrangements for secondary schools should be
considered alongside the review of the SSPA mechanism in the 2003-04 school
year.
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The EC hence set up the Working Group on Review of SSPA and MOI for
Secondary Schools (the Working Group) in July 2003 to take forward the review.
Drawing reference from the results of the studies/surveys conducted by the
Government and universities, quality assurance inspections conducted by the
Bureau, analyses of the results of the Hong Kong Certificate of Education
Examination and school visits conducted by the Working Group, the Working
Group published the "Review of Medium of Instruction for Secondary Schools
and Secondary School Places Allocation — Consultation Document" in February
2005 and conducted a public consultation of its proposals on the two topics.
The consultation ended in July 2005.

The Working Group adopted a multi-pronged approach in launching the
consultation. Publications, announcements of public interest on the
radio/television, roadshow films and VCDs were produced, and similar
information was provided on the Internet. Media interviews and promotional
activities were arranged. The Working Group attended interactive activities
such as consultation sessions, forums and meetings to collect views from
different sectors of the community. Relevant materials were also uploaded onto
the EC website. During the five months of consultation, more than 100 000
copies of the consultation document and its executive summary and over 1.2
million leaflets were distributed to the education sector, parents and other
members of the community. The Working Group also attended a number of
radio and television programmes to brief the public on the conceptual framework
and the direction of the proposals. A VCD was produced to answer parents'
most frequently asked questions.

The Working Group members attended over 60 consultative functions including
briefing sessions for school principals, teachers and parents, as well as
consultation sessions organized by the Legislative Council, District Councils,
parent-teacher associations, educational bodies, business community, and so on.
The Working Group also reached out to seek direct dialogue with parents of the
18 districts as well as teachers and students from Secondary One to university
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levels. About 3 200 submissions from various sectors were received via mail,
e-mail and fax during the consultation period. These submissions came mainly
from the educational bodies, teachers, parents, students, as well as the business
sector, professional bodies, voluntary organizations and other members of the
public. Different sectors of the community also expressed their views via
telephone and radio programmes. Besides, the Working Group collected more
than 200 featured articles from the newspapers.

The Working Group carefully examined the views collected from different
sectors of the community, and where appropriate, adapted the original proposals
contained in the consultation document. Subsequently, the EC submitted the
"Report on Review of Medium of Instruction for Secondary Schools and
Secondary School Places Allocation™ to the Bureau in early December 2005, and
the Bureau has accepted all the recommendations contained in the report. The
Bureau has also briefed the Legislative Council Panel on Education on the
long-term arrangements in respect of the MOI for secondary schools and SSPA
mechanism and the major issues of concern during the public consultation.

Environment, Transport and Works Bureau

(a) Bus Fare Adjustment Arrangement

The Bureau commissioned The Hong Kong Polytechnic University to conduct a
public opinion poll on the fare adjustment arrangement for franchised buses in
August 2005, to gauge public views and opinions on the formulation of a new
bus fare adjustment arrangement (or known as "Fare Adjustment Mechanism for
franchised buses™). The poll results concerned has been published. In
November 2005, the Bureau issued a discussion paper on "Review of the Basis
for Considering Bus Fare Adjustments' to consult the Legislative Council Panel
on Transport on the new bus fare adjustment arrangement. The poll results
were quoted and referred to in the paper.
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Survey results show that the majority (72%) of the respondents considered there
was a need to establish a fare adjustment mechanism which could adjust the bus
fares upward or downward. Out of these 72% of the respondents, about 85%
supported the Government to retain the control on bus fare changes to ensure that
the prevailing economic conditions, public affordability and employment
situation could be taken into account when bus fares were determined. As
regards the factors to be included in the mechanism, over 80% of the respondents
who saw a need for a fare adjustment mechanism agreed that indicators reflecting
inflation or deflation as well as median household income reflecting public
affordability should be incorporated in the mechanism. The Government has
taken into account the above poll results thoroughly when formulating the new
bus fare adjustment arrangement. The proposed fare adjustment arrangement is
in line with the views expressed by the majority of the respondents of the opinion
poll.

(b) Raising the Penalties for Disobeying Traffic Lights

In the light of the concern raised by the transport trade about raising the driving
offence points for red light jumping, and considering the importance of
enhancing road safety, the Bureau considered it desirable to further gauge public
opinions on the issue.

The Bureau commissioned the Public Opinion Programme of the University of
Hong Kong to conduct an opinion survey on red light jumping and the level of
penalties in early 2005. The survey sought to collect public views on the
severity of red light jumping activities and the appropriate level of penalties for
the offence. The survey results show that the majority of the respondents
supported raising the penalties for red light jumping.

The Bureau submitted a summary of the survey results and a paper on measures
to enhance road safety to the Legislative Council Panel on Transport in March
2005, and enacted legislative amendments to raise the penalties for disobeying
traffic lights in July 2005.
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(c) Registration Scheme for Vehicle Mechanics

Proper maintenance of vehicles is an effective means to prevent accidents and is
conducive to the enhancement of road safety. Therefore, the Government
considers it necessary to enhance the standard of the vehicle maintenance trade
through a registration scheme for vehicle mechanics. To gauge the views of the
trade on different aspects of the registration scheme, the Bureau commissioned
Mercado Solutions Associates Limited to conduct a survey on the trade in late
2004.

The survey results show that the majority of vehicle maintenance workshop
operators supported a registration scheme for vehicle mechanics and would
encourage the mechanics in their workshops to register. The majority of
vehicle mechanics expressed that they would join a registration scheme.
Moreover, the majority of vehicle workshop operators and mechanics preferred
to adopt an incremental approach by first launching a voluntary scheme.

Based on the survey results and after consulting the Legislative Council Panel on
Transport, we are now working to put the voluntary registration scheme in place
in 2006. We will then review the scheme in 2008 and decide how a mandatory
scheme could be introduced. This would facilitate early implementation of the
scheme, which would be beneficial to both the trade and the community, and
would minimize the impact on the employment situation of the trade.

Home Affairs Bureau

(a) Study on Hong Kong People’s Participation in Gambling Activities

In early 2001, the Bureau commissioned The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
to conduct a study on Hong Kong People’s Participation in Gambling Activities.
It aimed to study the participation of the public, particularly young students, in
gambling activities. The report of the study has been released. In June 2001,
the Bureau issued the Public Consultation on Gambling Review in order to seek
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comments from various sectors of society. The conclusion of the above report
was used as reference and quoted in this consultation paper.

In October 2001, the Bureau commissioned the Marketing Decision Research
Technology Limited to conduct an opinion survey on the Public Consultation on
Gambling Review. In July 2002, the same consultant was commissioned to
conduct a survey on Hong Kong people’s participation in gambling activities and
gauge their views on authorized football betting. In considering and
formulating the policy on authorized football betting, the Government took into
account the findings of the above surveys. They were also quoted in the
announcement of the decision to regulate football betting.

In early 2004, the Bureau commissioned the University of Hong Kong to conduct
a study on Hong Kong People's Participation in Gambling Activities in order to
follow up the same study made by The Hong Kong Polytechnic University in
2001. It sought to find out the latest situation of the public's participation in
gambling activities, its related problems and the prevalence of pathological
gambling. In the course of the study, the Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee
gave useful advice on its scope and framework. The Bureau has also discussed
with interested bodies like the Hong Kong Gambling Watch about the structure
and design of the questionnaire.

(b)  Racial Discrimination

In 1996-97, the Bureau conducted a study and a consultation on racial
discrimination in Hong Kong with a view to identifying the issues and proposing
ways of addressing them. On the basis of the findings, the Government took
the view that racial discrimination was not so serious as to warrant the enactment
of legislation. Nevertheless, the matter was kept in view and the position to be
reconsidered as and when necessary. Since 1997, the Government introduced a
number of public education initiatives, including, among others, an Equal
Opportunities (Race) Funding Scheme for community-based projects,
publications for adults and children as well as advertising campaigns. In June
2002, the Committee on the Promotion of Racial Harmony and the Race
Relations Unit were established to improve our services to the ethnic minorities.
The Committee advises the Government on public education and promotional
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activities concerning racial harmony. It also promotes mutual understanding
among people of different races. Recently, there has been increasing calls from
organizations representing Hong Kong's ethnic minorities and some legislators
for the introduction of legislation prohibiting racial discrimination in the private
sector. Those calls have been echoed by the United Nations Human Rights
Committee (Treaty Monitory Body for the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights), the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (Treaty Monitory Body for the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights), and the United Nations Committee on
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (Treaty Monitory Body for the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination).

In view of the above, the Bureau consulted the relevant parties in 2001 and
announced the decision to legislate against racial discrimination in June 2003.
In September 2004, we issued a Consultation Paper on Legislating Against
Racial Discrimination. Before the publication of the consultation paper, we
consulted commercial bodies, non-government organizations and relevant parties
on the subject in 2001-02. In February 2004, a public opinion survey on racial
discrimination was conducted. Findings of the consultation and the survey were
incorporated in the aforementioned consultation paper. The public consultation
was followed by a second opinion survey in March 2005 and the findings have
earlier been submitted to the Legislative Council Panel on Home Affairs.

Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau

The Housing Department has been conducting the "Public Housing Recurrent
Survey" annually since 1992 to collect salient socio-economic data of households
in public rental estates, Tenants Purchase Scheme estates and Home Ownership
Scheme courts as well as their views towards various housing-related topics such
as their future housing plans and opinions towards estate management. The
information collected is used for reviewing current arrangements and
formulating relevant housing policies.
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Since 1999, the Housing Department has also commissioned independent market
research agencies or universities to conduct the annual "Survey on Waiting List
Applicants for Public Rental Housing", which aims to collect information on the
socio-economic characteristics of applicants on the Waiting List and their views
on housing-related topics to facilitate formulation and review of public housing

policy.

The findings of these surveys are submitted for the information of Members of
the Housing Authority and its relevant Committees.



