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Hon WONG Yung-kan (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that, in recent months, the Government is expediting
the study on implementing central slaughtering of poultry in Hong Kong.
Regarding central slaughtering of poultry and its impact on the poultry
farming, wholesaling and retailing trades, will the Government inform this
Council:

@) whether it has abolished the plan to set up a regional poultry
abattoir in the Western Wholesale Food Market; if so, of the
reasons for that; if not, why it has proceeded to study the
implementation of central slaughtering before the outcome of the
regional poultry abattoir pilot scheme is available;

(b) whether it has set a timetable for the total ban on the trades
engaged in the sale of live poultry; if it has, when the sale of live
chickens will be totally banned, and whether it has set a timetable
for closing down all chicken farms; and

() given that the authorities have indicated that it will only enforce a
mandatory ban on the whole live poultry industry if two or more
cases of avian influenza have been found in poultry farms,
wholesale markets or retail markets, of the reasons for expediting
now the study the proposal regarding central slaughtering of
poultry, and whether or not they will, before deciding whether to
implement central slaughtering, assess its impact; if not, the
reasons for that?



