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Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon LEE Wing-tat (Oral Reply)

I have received repeated complaints from members of the public that the
extension of food business by some food premises in Kwai Fong Circuit
has led to environmental hygiene and noise nuisance problems. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) whether the authorities have permitted any licensees of the food
premises in Kwai Fong Circuit to conduct business at places
beyond the confines of the licensed food premises;

(b) of the number of prosecutions instituted by the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department last year against licensees of
food premises in Hong Kong for unauthorized extension of food
business, and the respective numbers of food business licences
suspended and revoked as a result of such prosecutions; and

(©) as under the existing legislation, licensees of food premises
convicted of unauthorized extension of food business are subject
to a maximum fine of $10,000 and imprisonment for three months,
whether it will consider amending the relevant legislation to
enhance its deterrent effect by imposing a heavier penalty; if so, of
the details of its consideration; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon WONG Kwok-hing (Oral Reply)

At present, female employees are entitled to statutory maternity leave while
male employees are not entitled to statutory paternity leave. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) whether it will study if the failure to legislate for paid paternity
leave constitutes family status discrimination; if so, when such a
study will be conducted; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) whether it will study the implications and benefits of legislating
for paid paternity leave on society, economy, promotion of
childbirth, and private organizations, etc; if so, when the study will
be conducted; if not, the reasons for that; and

(©) of the list of countries which have legislated for paid paternity
leave, the number of local organizations in the private sector
which grant paid paternity leave to their employees, and whether it
will consider offering paid paternity leave to civil servants?
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(14) Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

In recent years, quite a number of primary schools have ceased operation
due to insufficient intakes, but there are still plans to build a number of new
school premises. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

@ of the respective numbers of school-aged children for primary one
and secondary one, the number of schools which ceased or will
cease operation, and the number of school premises which were or
will be built, in each of the past and next five years, broken down
by school zones;

(b) whether it has assessed the amount of resources that were wasted
in each of the past three years as a result of school premises being
left vacant and teaching equipment laying idle following the
cessation of operation of schools;

(© whether, in order to reduce wastage, it will reconsider introducing
small class teaching first in the districts with an decreasing number
of school-aged children; if not, of the reasons for that; and

(d) whether it will consider suspending the construction of new school
premises; if not, of the reasons for that?
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Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki (Written Reply)

It is reported that the number of complaints received by the Consumer
Council about spa treatments has been on the rise in recent years, and a
British organization has released a report warning that spa may cause
serious harm to health, with the greatest hazard of possible contraction of
Legionnaire's disease. However, numerous advertisements on the spa

treatment

magazines.

and massage services are still found in newspapers and
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ of the number of beauty centres or other organizations which
provide spa treatment and massage services in Hong Kong in the
past three years;

(b) of how such services are regulated and the differences between
such regulation and those on sauna rooms and massage
establishments; and

(© whether it will consider enacting legislation to regulate spa
treatment and massage services, including monitoring the
environmental hygiene conditions, such as water quality and
ventilation, in order to protect the health of consumers and
employees?



