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Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon Fred LI (Oral Reply)

In reply to my question two weeks ago, the Government said that in the
past three years, the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department
("FEHD™) took 477 fruit samples for tests on pesticide residues, and one
papaya sample was found to contain methamidophos. The authorities also
said that the number of fruit samples taken for tests was limited because
fruits were not considered to be at high risk. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@) of the respective numbers of imported fruit samples taken by
FEHD at entry points, wholesale and retail levels for tests in each
of the past three years;

(b) whether the authorities have successfully traced the source of the
papaya sample found to contain methamidophos and made
arrangements for recalling the papayas in questions; and whether
the authorities will consider establishing a tracking and recall
system for imported fruits; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons
for that; and

(©) of the rationale and basis for the authorities' statement that fruits
not at high risk, and how the authorities can, by acting in
accordance with such rationale and basis, ensure that foods
consumed by the public are safe?



