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To all public media and organizations
Dear Sirs,

We are a group of bird owners and bird lovers. Under the potential threat of
H5N1, we are very disappointed

that our Government did not do anything to educate the public about the
safety of pet birds. All they know

are to kill and prohibit. They do not show any respect on the value of lives.

In view of this, we have collected over 600 signature from the public on the
internet and we have already sent the letter to the Agricultural and Fishery

Department as well as the Health, Welfare and Food Bureau on 11 Feb 2006,
requesting the following to be done:

1) To ease the anxiety and fear of the public on pet birds, educate the public
on the correct way of

preventing bird flu in pet birds, including to isolate pet birds from wild birds,
and to keep good hygiene;

2) Do not encourage the public to release their pet birds to the wild;
3) Do not label all birds as pollutant.
You can have the full version of the letter and replies from the public in the

following web site:
http://cols12.mysinablog.com/index.php?op=ViewArticle&articleld=105826

Education is basic for the prevention of avian flu and reduce public panic. In
addition to the above, we would like to stress that we are NOT stand against



the law of prohibit the keeping of poultry at backyard, but to urge the
Government to consider the following:

1) Respect the lives of pet poultry and avoid killing. We request the
Government to issue licence ONLY to these existing 200+ pet poultry and let
them die naturally; and issue safety and hygiene guidelines for pet owners to
follow; and

2) To compensate poultry owners as the poultry are personal properties of the
public. It is unfair and unjust for the Government to confiscate without
compensation. Accusing the public of the possibility of smuggling is ridiculus
and can be considered as an insult to the widom and dignity of the public.
The second reason that it takes time for compensation is clearly an excuse. As
an responsible Government ruled by the law, the confiscation is unlawful and
unjust, please consider the consequences before taking action.

Please note that the above two points are my personal opinion. For enquiries,
please feel free to email to
cantong2001@yahoo.com

Thank you for your attention.

Regards,
A Group of Bird Owners and Bird Lovers



