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r:[1 he planto bU.lld anew .
government headquarters and
. legislature on the Tarnar site is
being supported by the chief
executive, many politicians,
businesspeople and professionals.
The administration has also tried to'

convince the public that the project is’

vital, creating jobs in the hard-hit
construction industry.

Yet, many others have expressed’
their concerns on 'the subject,
presented studies that have been
ignored, and proposed alternatives.
The debate continues, while the
government pushes the proposal at
full speed. It is difficult for the public -
to fully tnderstand the issues
involved, as the vital information is
ejther missing or difficult to find.

So we should ask: do we want to
preserve the view of our harbour from
The Peak for future generations? Do
we want a sustainable and
responsible approach for the
proposed Tamar development?

Do we want a vibrant, culturally
diversified and inclusive public civic
space at Tamar, with easy
accessibility to the harbourfront? Do
we want o bring the people‘to the
harbour and the harbour to the
people?

Further, we need to know: do we

want to preserve our historical and °
cultural heritage buildings and
invaluable green space surrounding
the existing Central Government
Offices? And do we really want =
sustainable development for Hong
Kong for our future generations? The
answers should be clear.

Since 1991, the government has
recommended, that height controls'be
introduced to protect the view from
The Peak. Yet, little has been done to
implement this.  -* '

Similarly, the Urban Demgn
Guidelines say that developments
should not reduce the amount of
harbour water surface visible from |
The Peak. In the government's own
words: “There is no possibility of
compromise, Elther
height
[controls
are]
adopted,
or the
laissez-
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An ‘u'mnterrupted harbour view

faire, approach is mamtamed and

~ the view to the ridgeline [including -

the harbour view from The Peak]

will become obscured over the next .

few years,” The guidelines also.
called for a stepped approach to
building heights for developments
along waterfront areas.
Unfortunately, the guidelines are
not yet law. So, sadly, we have been
witnessing the contmued obscuring

- of the views — of the ridge of hills on
‘the Kowloon side, and the harbour

- by developers. But how can we

- blarhe-them, as they are just trying

to maximise profits? Not only has
the government failed 1o introduce
statutory controls to enforce the
guidelines, but it is taking the lead *
{ - . inignoring them. In
‘ November, I
asked the
I govermment to
{ ' release io the
‘public the
visual impact

.5 CMP v S1GHT Wt finfos

assessment of the proposed Tamar
development, but it has not
responded, My own study indicates
.that the Tamar project would -

" significantly reduce the water
' -surface area visible from The Peal.

Redeveloping the Central
Government Offices will require
removing all the trees in and
around the compound. The'project
will remove part of Hong Kong's

" heritage from our collective

memory. To meet its ambitious
land-sale target, it will have to build
huge commercial blocks that are
incompatiblé with the setting,
violating all urban-design
guidelines. And the additional traffic
could not possibly be absorbed.
This, and the traffic generated by
the Central reclamations, would
accelerate the saturation of the
proposed Central-Wan Chai bypass.
In view of the adverse social,
environmental and traffic impacts,

- is it time to fundamentally review

the land use and density of the
whole region from a sustainable

. development point of view?

‘Steve Chan Yiu-fai is an
independent member of the
Harbourfront Enhancement
Committee .




