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Life has dealt quadriplegic AR Chia
tough hand for \he past 14 years;

sible. “Even rockets can besent Into
space. All I have asked foris e ide
ramp. how came nobody can help
me?” he suid :

4 not only has he lost the ability 10 Hewas deal another blow eatl)-
] move, but also the basic right 1o »r this year when he realised he
4 leave his Tai Po flar with dignity. could not get a cent of the $10 mil-
: And now. withafalledcqualop-  lion in compensation he was
.. ¥ porunity case and the"the™ofhis  awarded after a lé-yexrlegal bartle;
cempensation behind him, he hir employer at the time of the acci-
faces atough newlegal batte—ifhe  dent had declared barkruptcy by

d can et Jegal aid. the Uime the case was closed.
The rightmare began (or former To pive himself freedom,

Nl tectrician Ah Chi. who boughi a
H pre-built Gat In Uptown Plaza next
y to Tai Fo XCR station in the lste
1980s, when 2 fall om scaffolding
left him a quadriplegic in 1990,
v It suddenly became impossible
for Ah Chi, who is pecmanently
confined to a wheelchair. to leave
his building unaided because the
lifts on the ground Hoor ate con-
nected 1o the lobby only by & small.
sleep staircase.
j  Asaresull.the 48-year-oldwas a
. virtual prisoner in his fat for the
BN first six years of his disability. He
left only for hospital visits, when his
wife would surarmon five poners Lo
{ lifi him and his clectric wheelchair,
B weighing a combined 150kg, down
the staircase,
& Ah Chi asked property owner
Sun Hung Kal ta build a ramp but
was told it was not structurally Tea-

Ah Chi prid more than $2.000 for a
2.5-metre-long wooden plank,
whith the porter places over the
staircase time Ah Chi comes
out of the {ift. Ah Chi has to be
strapped tightly to his wheslehair
before descending. “It is quite dan.
Eerous because the incline is
steep,” he said, .

Many of the residents complain
that the plank temporasily blocks
the styircase.

His wife said: “Once [ heard
some neighbours saying behind
our back, ‘Imagine how wouble-
some it would be il he leaves the
buiding twice or thrice  day'.

“Some residents said we should
move out il we were 3o dissatisGed
with the building "

Ah Chi sajd he often had 1o act
blind and deaf to avoid the un-
friendly artitude of the residents,

1'9ckets can be sent into space. All | have asked for is a little ramp’

S misery tip of iceberg

The couple, who receive Comi- *

preheusive Social Security Aszls.
lance, said they could not move to
another private flat. If they yold
their flar, they would have more
money than applicants foc public
housing are alowed.

Ah Chi slso asked the building’s
incorporated owners to hefp. They
lold him a ramp could be buikt in
the lobby if they shared a cost of
snore than §1 mitlion, The plan was
voted down afler several i

"I wes present in the last meet-
ing but I conld not voice my view

betause the microphone wss never,

passed o me,” he said.

Al Chi fled s conaplu.int o the :

Equal Opportunity

ommission

under the Disability Diserimina- -

tion Ordinance two years ago. say-:

ing 1nc bulidings management
office had ignored his basic accessi-

bility needs for more than 10 years.

But the commlssion falled to
reconcie the parties after a series of
meetings and the case was closed
Jast year. Ah Chi was 1old he could

take the matter to court and épply

for legal aid.

“Thereis na guarantee that I will |

receive legal aid,” the frustated
quadriplegic said. .
“Even if | win this legal case, pry
Bife wor't be made easler as i will
further provoke the neighbours.”'

1

Buildings probe to focus on |
access for disabled and elderly

Pally Hul

The Equal Opportunitics Compmis-
sion plans 10 launch an investiga-
tion nex! year inlo the huilding.ac-
cess dproblnrn: Iaced by the dis-
abled and elderly.

Residential areas, commercial
buildings and public traneport
would be insperted 1o identify ac-
cessibility black spots. commission
sgakeswoman Mat{ana Law Po-
chu sajd.

Ms Law said the group would

o0 review complaints received
over the pas few years and advo-
cate a universal design 1o make fa-
cilities accessible to all.

“We have been fully aware of the
accessiblity problems fxced by the
disabled, the elderly and pregnang
women for many years.” she said.
“We hope that the investigation will
enable us to adopl a syticmatic ap-
proach (o solve thesc problems.”

Ms Law said previnus investiga-
tions had been smalier and pitce-

accessibliity under the Disability”

Discriminzlion Ordinance were
lodged with the commission be-
tween 2001 and July this year. OF
these, 39 cases were solved by con-
ciliation and 24 were found o be
uniubstantiared

The 1995 ordinance syys it is un-
lawful to dizcriminate against &
person with 3 disabikity by denying
them acress 10 buildings the public
is entited to eqter or uye.

Ms Law said tha commission
hoped the investigation could be
faunched next year, Iv would col-
laborate with governmem depart-
EREDLS, property groups snd non-
governmental organisations.

Ng Yan-yee. an organiser ar the

<3 TALKBACK
What should be done te give
the disabled better actess to
the community?

Send your cornments lo
talkback @izemp.com

First Step Association, 2 group
helping peaple seriously injured at
work, g2ld she would suppon the,
invesvgation if it resulted in more
resources and helped improve the
enviroroment for the disabled.

But she urged the government
10 look into the loopholes of design
regulations imtroduced by the
Building Deportment in 1997
There were accessibility problems;
in many pre-1997 structures be<i
cause lavws were niot retrogpective, '

“[ understand that major struc-:
tura] changes are aot feasible n
some oid residential buildings.
However. the government must
give disabled people an alternative
10 being tmprisoned. Onewayio do
50 is 1o give them discretion and
priofity to move to public housing
{lats thav provide better accessibil-
ity,” she said.

Timothy Mz Kam-wah, execu-
tive director of the Senioy Cjtzen
HomeSa!eryAssn:iation,mged the

Fovemment 1o speed up wark in
ol hutitBinge 1n Fater frar the speing

TOTAL P.@2



