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13 February, 2006

Dr. CHOW Yat Ngok, York

Secretary for Health, Welfare & Food, HKSAR,
19/F Murray Building

Garden Road, Central

Hong Kong

Dear Dr. Chow,

Disability Allowance for the Stoma Patient

| write to you in the capacity of the Honorary Medical Consultant of the Hong
Kong Stoma Association.

I would like to draw your attention to the fact that recently a lot of stoma
patients had been rejected for disability allowance which in the past has been granted
by the Social Welfare Department. One of the main reasons that these patients are
unable to get the allowance is because the Medical Officers refuse to sign the
disability allowance form. According to the eligible criteria for disability allowance,
a person should suffer from disability equivalent to 100% loss of earning capacity and
currently there is no such item in the checklist to include stoma as one of the eligible
criteria. The fact that a stoma patient needs to change his stoma bag every day is
equivalent to chronic renal failure patient who need water for peritoneal dialysis. A
stoma patient will be unable to lead a respectful life without stoma appliances. They
may loss 100% of their earning capacity if they are not supported with stoma device.
In this respect, a disability allowance for stoma appliances is essential to restore the
earning capacity of the stoma patients.

Since the government has been supporting these patients for years, | urge the
support will continue. In order to avoid argument and dispute between the doctor and
patient, 1 would suggest adding on the item “stoma” as one of the criteria eligible for
disability allowance. Since every application has to go through the Medical Social
Worker before passing to the doctor for medical assessment. I would suggest the
Medical Social Worker who screens the patient to chop the additional item on the
disability allowance form so that the doctors who attended the patient can tick against.
This will greatly reduce the dispute between the patient and the doctor.
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The Stoma Association may also help to inform their members if you may also
give us a letter of confirmation that stoma patients are eligible to the application of
disability allowance. The stoma patients are very grateful of your help, which they
needed most.

Looking forward to your favourable reply.

Yours Sincerely,

Dr. KW. Chu
Former Consultant Surgeon &
Chief of Division of Colorectal Surgery
of Queen Mary Hospital,
Specialist in General Surgery,
Honorary Medical Consultant
The Hong Kong Stoma Association
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