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August 17, 2006

Members, The Legislative Council
Bills Committee on Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Bill 2006

Dear Sir or Madam,

Re “Prevention of Crueity to Animals (Amendment) Bill - Propesal to Increase the Penalties for
Cruelty to Animals”

We applaud the government's efforts to increase the maximum penalty for offences relating 1o crueity
to animals as siated in background brief prapared by the Legisiative Council Secretariat [LC Paper Na.
CB(2)2802/05-08(02)] dated July 20, 2006, on the Proposal to increase tha penalties for cruelty 1o
animals ("The Proposal®).

However, we would ke to raise the following concems & suggeshons:

1. 'With reference to standards in other developed countries, as well as considenng local situations,
the Proposal's amendment to a maximum fine of HK$100,000 and imprisonment for 12 months
is insufficient to enhance the deterrant effect against acts of cruelty to animais.

2. In keeping with intermational standards while addressing the specific situation in Hong Kong, we
propose to Increase the penalty to a maximum fine of HKS 100,000 and imprisonrment of 5 years
under the exsting Ordinance (Cap. 169).

3.  Recent convictions of animal cruelty show that penalties imposed by the court for such offences
are extremety low. According to the aforementioned background brief [LC Paper Na.
CB(2)2B02/05-06(02) Appendix 1] dated July 20, 2008, among the 36 convictions from January
2003 to Seplember 2005 where a fine was Imposad, the overall average amount of fine is only
HIKS1,282. Throughoul the same pericd of time, only 2 defendants were santenced with
immediate mprisonment of less than 1 month. Such lenient sentencing does not senve the
purpese of deterring persons from committing acis of cruelty towards animals. From October
2005 to the present day, many more heinous acts of cruelty were committed towards animals,
The defendant of one such case, although convicted of viscously beating a cocker spaniel and
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4. Domestic animats and pet animals adapted to indoor ife under the care of humans cannot
survive on their own, As the number of abandoned homeless animals increase, it creates friction
batween humans & animals in the society. Thus, we sirongly urge the Administrafion to include
the abandonment of animals as one of the prohibited acts under section 3(1) of the Ordinance
{Cap. 169).

We hope the Commitiee members and the Council can lake our concems and suggestions info
account in Hammhn delibaration. Thank you!
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