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Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon Audrey EU (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that members of the Harbour-front Enhancement
Committee ("HEC") have recently been informed by the Government that
their term of office will expire at the end of June 2007 so as not to exceed
that of the incumbent Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

(©)

of the reasons for HEC members' term of office not being able to
exceed that of the relevant director of bureau under the
accountability system;

whether there is any guideline which requires that the term of
office of members of an advisory committee must not exceed that
of the relevant director of bureau under the accountability system;
if there is, whether such requirement applies to all advisory
committees; and

whether the authorities plan to dissolve HEC at the end of June
2007; if so, of the organization to be responsible for advising the
Government on the planning, land use and developments along the
existing and new harbour-front of Victoria Harbour, and the means
to enhance public participation in the planning and design of the
harbour-front; and how to ensure that the community will continue
participating in the planning of Victoria Harbour?
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Hon CHAN Yuen-han (Oral Reply)

In late 2004, the Administration referred to the Labour Advisory Board
("LAB") for examination the subject on implementing the statutory
minimum wage in Hong Kong. The Chief Executive stated in last
November that the subject would be referred to the Commission on
Strategic Development (*"CSD") for discussion if LAB could not reach any
consensus on it by the middle of this year. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ of the progress of LAB's discussion on implementing the statutory
minimum wage;

(b) as it is stipulated in the provisions of the Trade Boards Ordinance
(Cap. 63, Laws of Hong Kong) that, if the Chief Executive in
Council is satisfied that the minimum rates of wages being paid to
any persons employed in any trade are unreasonably low, he can
fix minimum rates of wages for such trade with reference to the
inquiry report submitted by the trade board established for this
purpose, whether it has informed LAB of the contents of these
provisions; if it has, of the views of LAB members; if not, the
reasons for that; and

(©) whether it has made preparations for refering the subject to CSD
immediately if LAB fails to reach a consensus on it by the middle
of this year, and how much time will be given for CSD to discuss?



