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District Councils Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 3) Order 2006

The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs has given notice to move a motion at
the Legislative Council meeting of 7 June 2006. The purpose of the motion is to seek the
Legislative Council’s approval of the District Councils Ordinance (Amendment of
Schedule 3) Order 2006 made under section 8 of the District Councils Ordinance (Cap. 547)
(“the Ordinance”).

2. Section 8 of the Ordinance provides that the Chief Executive in Council may,
subject to the approval of the Legislative Council, amend Schedule 1, 2 or 3 to the
Ordinance. Schedule 3 provides for the number of elected members and appointed
members to a District Council (“DC”).

3. The purpose of this Order is to increase the number of elected members, in the
case of the Islands District Council, from 8 to 10 and in the case of the Sai Kung District
Council, from 20 to 23 respectively. The increase is to take into account the projected
population growth of the two District Council constituency areas (“DCCAS”).

4. Members may refer to the LegCo Brief (File ref. CAB C2/23) issued by the
Constitutional Affairs Bureau dated 17 May 2006 for details. According to the LegCo
Brief, the two District Councils concerned have been consulted. They are supportive of the
proposal.

5. The LegCo Panel on Constitutional Affairs has also been consulted at its
meeting on 20 February 2006. While members expressed support for the proposal, they had
sought clarification on the justifications for providing additional seats on the two DCs, and
not the remaining 16 DCs. Some members considered that there was great variation in the
population-to-seat ratio among the 18 DCs, e.qg. the ratio in the Wan Chai DC was 13 000 and
that in the Kwai Tsing DC was 19 000. New DC seats should be provided to districts with
overall population growth, and not just districts with population growth in new towns.
Further, on 25 May 2006, two Ma Wan residents have made submissions requesting that an
elected seat should be provided for Ma Wan (please see Annex and in Chinese version only).



6. The Administration had explained that section 20(1) of the Electoral Affairs
Commission Ordinance (Cap. 541) required that the population sizes of DCCAs should be as
close to the population quota as possible, and that deviation from the population quota should
be within 25%. If additional seats were not provided for the Islands and Sai Kung districts,
the population-to-seat ratio in Tung Chung and Tseung Kwan O which had experienced rapid
population growth would exceed the population quota by over 25% in 2007. As regards the
remaining 16 districts, the population growth was quite even and the average population size
of their constituency areas in 2007 was expected to stay within the statutory deviation limit of
25% of the population quota.

7. For the purpose of enabling arrangements to be made for the holding of the
District Council ordinary election, the Order shall come into operation on 14 July 2006.
Except for this purpose, the Order shall come into operation on 1 January 2008. That is to
say, when electoral arrangements are made on or after 14 July 2006 in accordance with the
Ordinance to elect District Council members for the new term from 1 January 2008, they
will be made on the basis of the increased number of elected seats. However, the increased
elected seats may only be filled as from the new term.

8. No difficulties relating to the legal and drafting aspects of the proposed
resolution have been identified.

Prepared by

HO Ying-chu, Anita

Assistant Legal Adviser
Legislative Council Secretariat
25 May 2006

LS/R/14/05-06
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