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By Fax: 2509 9055

Mrs Percy Ma

Clerk to the Pane] on Administration
of Justice and Legal Services

Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Hong Kong

Dear Mrs Ma,

Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services

Review of Criminal Legal Aid Fee System

We write to report the progress of the review as requested by the Panel at its
meeting held on 15 December 2005

The Administration Wing and the Legal Aid Department (LAD) have
engaged stakeholders, that is, the judici , the two legal professional bodies and the
Department of Justice (DOJ), in the review. Two meetings have so far been held.
The discussions, which were very useful, covered —

(a)  the principles of the review —

(i) pgeneral compatibility of the criminal legal aid fees system with the
prosecution fees regime. The review should not result in a further
widening of the gap between the two regimes;

(ii) rectification of inconsistency between policy on payment to solicitors
and counsel; and

(i11) reasonable and effective femuneration for legal aid lawyers within the
remits of public affordability; '

A - (=L |
15-MAY-2806  15:58 +852 25m1 S77S |9



5899955 P.B2/02
15-MAY-28P6 15:58 FROM D OF ADMIN O 2

2

(b) a general overview of various alternatives to improve the LAD’s system,
including adding new payment items under the existing framework,
introducing a “marked brief” Systém, and adopting a taxation system; and

(c} detailed arrangements of a possible “marked brief” system, based on a
paper prepared by the Hong Kong Bar Association and the DQOJ’s existing

We are arranging for the next meeting to be held in end May, for discussion
of the Law Society of Hong Kong’s proposal, which is now under preparation.

It has been our wish 1o reach a common proposal around the middle of this
year, but it will of course have to depend on the progress of the discussions. We
note the Panel’s wish to be kept informed of the progress of the matter. As active
discussion among stakeholders is on-going, a discussion at a Papel meeting may not

be mature at this stage.  We will report to the Pane] again on further developments
as s00n as practicable,

Yours sincerely,

|

( Mrs Alice Cheung )
for Director of Administration

c.c. DLA
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