
立法會 
Legislative Council 

 

 LC Paper No. CB(2)666/05-06(01) 
 
Ref : CB2/PL/AJLS 
 

Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services 
 

Background brief prepared by the Legislative Council Secretariat 
for the meeting on 15 December 2005 

 
Relocation of the Labour Tribunal to South Kowloon Magistrates Court Building 

 
 

Purpose 
 
 This paper provides information on the past discussions of Members of the 
Legislative Council on issues relating to the relocation of the Labour Tribunal to 
South Kowloon Magistrates Court Building.   
 
 
Recommendation of the Working Party on the Review of the Labour Tribunal 
 
2. In June 2003, the Chief Justice (CJ) established the Working Party on the 
Review of the Labour Tribunal (the Working Party) to review the operation of the 
Labour Tribunal and to recommend improvements thereto.  The Working Party 
published its report in June 2004. 
 
3. The Working Party made a total of 37 recommendations on improvements to 
the Labour Tribunal.  One of its recommendations was that the Labour Tribunal 
should be relocated to a separate and purpose-built premises at a convenient location.  
The old South Kowloon Magistrates Court Building was a possible and suitable 
location that should be explored.  Details of the consideration of the Working Party 
on the premises and location of the Tribunal are set out in Section VI of Chapter Five 
of the Report (extract in Appendix I). 
 
 
Discussion by the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services and 
Panel on Manpower 
 
4. The Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services and the Panel on 
Manpower held two joint meetings to discuss the Working Party’s Report on 
9 November and 13 December 2004.   
 
5. The Administration informed Members that CJ had accepted all the 
recommendations of the Working Party.  On the relocation of the Labour Tribunal, 
the Judiciary had already obtained the necessary funding and plans were being drawn 
up to implement the relocation to South Kowloon Magistrates Court Building. 
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6. Representatives of major labour organisations and employers’ associations 
were invited to give views on the Report at the meeting on 13 December 2004.  On 
the Working Party’s recommendation regarding the relocation of the Labour Tribunal, 
members noted the following views of some deputations – 
 

(a) relocation of the Tribunal to old South Kowloon Magistrates Court was 
not supported; 

 
(b) relocation of the Tribunal should be considered having regard to factors, 

such as convenience to the public and cost-effectiveness; 
 

(c) relocation of the Tribunal to a purpose-built building was supported.  
However, more resources should be provided to the Tribunal to address 
other concerns about the premises and location of the Tribunal as 
reflected in Section VIB of Chapter Five of the Report of the Working 
Party; and 

 
(d) a separate waiting area within the court premises should be provided for 

the witnesses. 
 
7. The Administration had advised members that financial considerations were 
not the sole factor for determining the relocation of the Tribunal.  The old South 
Kowloon Magistrates Court Building was a purpose-built building at a convenient 
location with more space for the operation of the Tribunal. 
 
 
Latest position  
 
8. The Judiciary Administration will brief the Panel on Administration of Justice 
and Legal Services on the latest position regarding the relocation at the Panel meeting 
on 15 December 2005. 
 
 
Relevant papers 
 
9. A list of relevant papers is in Appendix II.  These papers are available on the 
LegCo website (http://www.legco.gov.hk). 
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Appendix II 
 

Relocation of the Labour Tribunal to 
South Kowloon Magistrates Court Building 

 
Relevant papers/documents 

 
 
LC Paper No. 
 

 Papers/Documents 

Papers provided by the Administration 
 
CB(2)136/04-05 
 

-- Report of the Working Party on the Review of 
the Labour Tribunal published in June 2004 
 

CB(2)285/04-05(01) 
 

-- Paper provided by the Judiciary Administration 
providing information requested at the joint 
meeting of the Panel on Administration of 
Justice and Legal Services and Panel on 
Manpower on 9 November 2004 
 

Submissions 
 
CB(2)175/04-05(01) 
(Chinese version only) 
 

-- Submission from the Hong Kong Federation of 
Trade Unions 
 

CB(2)366/04-05(01) 
(Chinese version only) 
 

-- Submission from the Federation of Hong Kong 
& Kowloon Labour Unions 
 

CB(2)378/04-05(01) 
(Chinese version only) 
 

-- Submission from the Hong Kong 
Confederation of Trade Unions 
 

Minutes of joint meetings of the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal 
Services and Panel on Manpower 
 
CB(2)327/04-05 
 

-- Minutes of joint meeting on 9 November 2004 

CB(2)726/04-05 
 

-- Minutes of joint meeting on 13 December 2004

 


